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| VVherin is declared the true vſe, 

and comfort of thoſe bleſſings pro- 
nounced by Chriſt in the 5. of Ma- 


| tzhem, that euery Chriſtanmanand + 
| woman ought to make and take hold 


of in their ſeuerall tentations 
and conflicts: 


4 With a ne we addition of ſome comfort 
| Aa apainſtthe death of friends, together with a 


"= 2 dire dion to other ſtrength againſt other our 
* | frailties,nored in the booke TIS 
| == the Lords Ptaier. | 


Lo aid done in this plaine order of Dialogue, to 
| helpe,if ix pleaſe God ghe conceit and feeling 
| of rhe-ſimpleſt, | 


| By Gerzaſe B.bington. 
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To the Right Hes 


and vertuous Lady, the Lady 


Marie, Counteſſe of Penbrooke 
his verie ſingular good Ladie and 
Miſtreſſe, G. B.wiſheth all mer- 
cie & comfort in Chriſt Ie- 
ſas both here now,and 
for euer. 


Sf T is ſaide of Sa- 
Z lomon euen in 
2 outwarde mat- 
2 ters (Rig ht Ho- 
5 wes and 
my verie ſingu- 

SIS =ID\> lar good Ladie) 
that if a man 1 riches, treaſure, 


and honour, wanting nothing for his 


ſoule of all that it deſireth, and yet 
haue not an heart both to feele in 
comfort the goodneſſe of his Gon 

F. iij. there 
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therein towardes him, and alſo to 
vic the ſaide bleſſings liberally to his 
owne good and others helpe, it is 


but a vanitie and an euill lickneſle, | 


yea a price in the hand of a foole (as 
it is ſaide in an other place) that liath 
no heart. That is, it is a mercy of god, 

which he hath no right and true vſe 
of. So neceſſarie in very outwarde 
things is both feeling and faith: the 
one to conceiue, the other to apply, 


and both of them to yeeld vs the 


true profit, comfort and good inten- 
ded into vs in the ſame by the Lord. 

Much more, Madame, in ſpirituall 
matters reſpecting the life of bodie 
and ſoule for euer. 

And by name much more in the 
worde of GO D vhich we now ſo 
freely, and ſo plentifully, vnder the 
= gouernement of our moſt 


racious Prince enioie. For if wee 
* ade 1 it ouer ten n thouſand times our 
ſelues, 


Deaitcatory. 
ſelues, heare it of others carefully & 
continually, and yet feele not the 
ſweete Spirite of the Lorde by it ſe- 
cret power, as it were with a drop- 
ping dewe, percing and mollifiyng, 
ſhaking and comtorting our Soules 
by the ſame, aſſuredly we want what 
we ſeeme to haue, and for all our 
reading or hearing of it, neuerthe- 
leſſe it remaineth a ſealed booke vn- 
to vs. This proueth Caine that cur- 
ſed caytife both heere and euer, who 
though he knew the promiſe of cer- 
taine ſafetie by the ſeede of the wo- 
man, hearing it no doubt often in 
wordes tould, and ſeeing it by ſacri- 
fices ſhadowed out vnto him, yet 
wanting a heart to feele, and faith to 
applie vnto himſelfe the benefit of 
j the ſame, wanted allo to his woe, 
what he ſo inioyed. So dyd Eſau, 
Saul, Achicophell , and others all 
whatſoeuer they were, who toge- 
E.111j. ther 
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ther with the worde receiued not a 


touch, a taſt, & a very rent as it were, 
in their heartes to feele, as alſo per- 


cing eyes, anda claſping faith, to ſee, 


compriſed in the ſame. Which wey- 


and take hould of the hidden ſweete 


ing oftẽ with my ſelt (my very good 
Ladie) together with the place wher 
I ſpend my time, and the burning de- 
fire which both his honorable Lo. & 


your ſelfe haue, that 1 ſhonld doe 
good amongſt them, I bow the knee 
both ot bodie & heart vnto the Lord 


for them, and I often begge, that in 
that bottomleſſe heape of his mercie, 
wherein he euen ſwaloweth vp him- 
ſelte, it might pleaſe him to ſee it 
good, to ioyne vnto the outward mi- 


niſterie of his word, which he now 


voutſafeth them, that inward touch, 
power & might of his ſpirit, that ma- 


keth it both à mortifying ſword, and 


a comforting grace vnto his childrẽ. 
| . For 


. 


mm 


Dedicatory. 


| 


For ſo ſhall my labours be lyfe vnto 
them, and euer as I ſpeake (deliue- 
ring but the word) their conſciences 
ſhall approoue and confeſſe within 
them, that it is a truth. Vea further J 
haue often ſecretly in my ſelfe inten- 
ded, to ioyne vnto prayer ſome fur- 
ther indeuour, and according to that 
meaſure of mercie, which the Lorde 
ſhould voutſafe me, to make fome 
plaine applications of ſuch portions 
of ſcripture, as I ſhould iudge in vie 
and practiſe fitteſt for them. That ſee- 
Ang in thẽ by example the true vic of 
the word of GOD and how to ſucke 
out ſtrength in their ſeuerall needes 
from it, they might from one place 
| to many, and from many euen to 
all, without any further guide, than 
' theguideof guides, Gods mercifull 
Spirit, paſſe with feeling, comfort, 
and true concept of the good there- 


in contained, and intended to vs all. 
G. Vv. And 
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And falling by courſe of reading 
at laſt vpon that notable Chapter the 
fifth ot Mathew, and ſeeing by ſome 
turther meditation ypon thoſe bleſ- 
ſings therein contained, ſuch wiſe- 
dome taught, ſuch faults reprooued, 
ſuch comfort miniſtred , and ſuch 
mattcr handled. as for them and all 
the world is moſt neceſſarie, I reſol- 
ucd with my ſelfe euen there to be- 
ginne to put in practiſe my named 
purpoſe, and to make a tryall, if by 

ſuch indeuour I might profit any. 
Which I now haue done, preſenting 
the ſame vnto the Lord with humble 
prayer for his bleſſing, to mine owne, 
and others, with heartie requeſt of 
Chriſtian acceptance, and to your 
honorable L. as to a meanes that 
ſhall make it more acceptable to all, 
and eſpecially to them, that I chiefe- 
ly intende it vnto, ſo greatly hono- 
ring with all dutie and likinge the 
4 mani- 


Dedicatory. 

manyfoulde mercies of GOD in 

you. I am not able (Madame) to 

doe with content, what ten thou- 

ſande tymes I am bound to doe wich 

all care: namely, to ſhew my ſelfe 
mindefull and thankefull, as I ought, 

for all your Ladiſhippes honorable 8 
dealinges with me. 

But this I proteſt in the eyes % 
the Lorde, that I would, if I could, 
and in witneſſe thereof I deliuer vn- 
to the worlde this affirmation, and 
to your ſelfe theſe fewe papers, moſt 
humbly beſeechinge your Honour, 
that ſince my want! is in abilitie, and 
not in will, this ſmall teſtimonie of 
the ſame may according to your ac- 
cuſtomed clemencie bee accepted 
of. and finde a ſupply therein of any 
wantwherewith i It may be charged. 

So ceaſe ] to adde any further thing, 
leauing your La. to the Lord of hea- 
nen to ſtrengthen you ſtill in that 

happie 


- The Epiſtle 


happie courſe of the ſtudie of hys 
worde, and all other good learning, 
of the practiſe of duty to your God, 
of cheerefull incouragementto your 
ſeruantes, and of honorable clemen- 
cie to all men, which is at this day a 
crowne ypon your head aboue ma- 
ny others, and a glorious ornament 
about your necke in the eyes, eares, 
and tongues of all men, that either 


ſee you, heare of you, or ſpeake of 


you , and my ſelte remayne to per- 
fourme all duties, that euer I ſhall be 
inabled vnto, euen with all the pow- 
er both of bodie and minde, as Iam 
moſt bounde. The Lorde open the 
windowes of Heauen and powre 


his mercies out vpon your La. the 


Lord cõfirme you in all good works, 

giue you a true ſight of this vaine 

world, make your heart ſhake at his 

iudgements, melt with a fruitfull fee- 

ling of grace aſſured to holy ie, 
| an 
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Dedicat . 


and the Lorde to profitte make you 
thinke you euer heare that voyce, A- 
riſe you dead and come vnto Iudge- 
ment, and yet in faith to ſay with 


come quicklie, So be it. London 
this firſt of December. 158 3. 


Your Honors 


moſt humble bounden 
to death, 


. „ Gernuaſe Babington. 


cheerefuil heart, Come Lord Ieſus 
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Inmy Booke vpon the Lords 
prayer you ſhall reade lice ſtrength 
& comfort againſt theſe grieſes fo- 

lowing, & our frailtie in the lame. 


Doubt of election. 434 
Doubt of ſanctification whe- 


ther true or no. er 
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„ 480 
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The meſure of aduerſitie whe 
| Satan perſw-adeth it is aboue 


1 allothers,- 490 
Euell men in the Church. 495 
Euell Miniſters. 519 
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| to gods table with vs. 533 


Executio of law vpon vs. 549 
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A Conference betwixt mans 
Frailtie and Faith. 


Frailtie. 
Wicked world, and wretched 
ſtate I ſtand in, O heauie hart & 
ſorowing ſoule, how ſhould I 
confort you? I haue it not, I ſee 
it not, I feele it not, What any 
way might ioy mee, & how then can I giue 
it you? The contrary I ſee in fulleſt weight 
© & meaſure,& wo is mee ten thouſand times 
that euer I ſaw this light: yea let the day 
.*-euen periſh wherin J was born, & the night vob. 3. 
when it was ſaid ther is a man childe con- 
cciued . Let that day be darkneſſe, let not 
God regard it from aboue, neither let the 
light ſhine vpon it. But let darkneſſe & the 
ſhadow of death ſtaine it, let the cloud re- 
maine vpon it, & let them make it fearefull 
as a bitter day, let darkneſle poſſeſſe that 
night, let it not be ioyned vnto the dayes of 
the yeere, nor let it come into the accounts 


of the monthes. Yca,deſolate be that night, 
A and 
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2 Aconferencebetwixt 
and let no ioy be in it. Let the ſtarres of 


that twilight be dim chrough darkneſle of 


it: let it looke for light, but haue none: nei- 
ther let it ſee the dawning of the day, be- 


cauſe it ſhut not vp y dores of my mothers 


womb, nor hid forow froin my eies. Why 
dicd I not in the birth,or why died I not, 
when I came out of the womb? Why dyd. 
the knees preuent me, and why did I ſuck 
the breaftes?For ſo ſhould I now haue lyen 


& bene quiet, I ſhould haue ſlept then, and 


bene at reſt. Or why againe was I not hid, 
as an vntimely birth, either as infãts, which 
haue not ſeene the light? Wo is me liue, 


voe is me ] do not die, & wo I feare much 
more, when ended is my courſe. 


WT Faith. | 
Thy Frailfic,what in the name of god 


meaneth this feareful impatiẽcie, oꝛ what 


caſe can there be in the life of man t wo⸗ 
man ſo vncomfoꝛtable, as that in regard 
therok, thev ſhold thus cry out? Open your 
ſelfe, and conceile not your griefe, foz the 
very ſpeaking of it ſhall giue ſome mea⸗ 


ſure of eaſe, 


Frailtie. 
Alas I know not almoſt how to doe it. 
| ; For 


4 


mans frailtieand ſaith, . 3 


For my concepts do ſo oppreſſe me, & euer 
as I think of one miſerie, {till the remem- 
brance of an other thruſteth it ſelfe ſo into 
my minde, and at laſt the heap appeares fo 
huge, as all amazed I faint vnder y beliol- 
ding of the,& my cogitatiõs are ſo diſtrac- 
ted, as it is not poſsible for me to make an 
orderly rehearſhll of my woe. Yet fince I 
haue met with you, I will performe it, as 1 
can, cõmitting my ſelfe to that mercie, that 
hath no meaſure, & to your ſelf,as an inſtru 
ment to apply his comforts to me, begging 
it euen with teares tenne thouſand times at 
Four hands. I conſider then, J Iam created 
— in this world a reaſonable creature, 
conſiſting of bodie & ſoule, both ſubiect to 
dreadful & endles wo, if I finde not mercy 
with che Lord, which I confetic vnto you I 
cofortably can not aſſure my ſelf of as yet, 
becauſe y hand of god me nk more hea- 
uily preſſeth me divers waies than I ima- 
gine it would doe if he loued me. | 


Faith. 


And wherein J p2zay vou, doe you thin 
ron are pꝛeſſed ouer heauily 7 17 
1 A. ij. Pouertie 
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Pouertie the firſt remptation. 


F railtie. 
Alls in many tlungs (and yet God bye 
not my pleading with him to my charge). 
To begin with ſome thing I muſt needes 
confeſte vnto you, that my fow eſtate in the 
world is a maruelous temptatiõ to me ma- 
ny a time. For God knowes,I am poore, & 
euen verie poore, notwithſtanding all my 
pains,carke & care,which is not a htle.My 
charge alſo is great for ſuch an one as Iam, 
& their want,as g good reaſon bindeth,is my 
continual woe Yee if this were all, me think 
[ could wraſtle with it, & by g gods help get 
y victory, but theſe ccpanions of pouertie 
are they that ſting meſo ſore, to wit,dif dain 
and contempt both of me & mine, of my 
doings, ſavings, or any thing that procedeth 
from me, & that reiection which js made of 
me out of all meetin gs & companies, thoſe 
whiſperings that l heare, reproches that I 
cary,cuenat their hands that I litle thought | 
would haue done it, & that ſcornful pitiyng 
of me. which often appereth, with ſuch like. 
For 1 in deede if euer any found it, I finde it 
18 true, 


mans frailtie and faith, 5 
true, that by wiſe Syrac was ſaid fo long a- Syrach. . 
| go. There is euen a4 much peace betwixt the 
p rich and the poore,as betwixt Hyena and the 
| dog ge. But looke how the wild A 'fſe i the Ly- 
a Ons 7 are the poore meat forthe rich. And 
looke how the prowd hate humilitie, ſo doe the 
ricb abhorre the poore . If a rich man fall, his 
friends ſet him wp againe: but when the poore 
falleth, his friends drine him away. If a rich 
man offend, he hath many helpers, he ſpeaketh 
proud words, and yet men inſtifie him: but if 4 
poore man faile, they rebuke him, and though 
he ſpeak_wifely,yet can he haue no place. When 
the rich man ſpeaketh, euery man holdeth his 
tongue, and looke what he ſaith,they praiſe it to 
the clouds:but if the poore man ſpeake,they ſay, 
W hat felow is this? And if be doe amiſſe, they 
will aeſtroy him. Theſe, theſe companions of 
my pouertie are the things that euen cut 
my hart a ſunder, and will Iynill IJ, it brea- 
keth euen vpon mee by force as it were, to 
think that if the Lord loue a man, he ſhold 
neuer ſuffer lum for want of worldly traſh, 
ſo deſpitefully to be intreated in this world, 
K ſo generally. This is but one thing y tro- 
bleth me, beſides which J haue many mo, 
but help me if you can ere Igo any further. 
| (an | —_— Faith. 
| 
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Faun. | 

Nay goe on, vtter your griefe fully, 
then your minde wilbe the fitter to heare 
a great dealc . Fo2 otherwiſe pou will be 
muſing of þ reſt, when J ſhall be ſpeaking 


3 Frailtie. 

An other verie daiizerous torment then 
I muſt needes confeſle is that cõtinual vn- 
comfortablenes, which is ſtil in me by rea- 
fon of diuerſe things, as by a weightie and 
ſtinging ſence of mine own ſinnes, by ſight 
of other mens looſe courſe, & grieuous diſ- 
honouring of God in euerie place, giuing 
thẽſelues to flatterie, diſſembling & all ma- 
ner of holow dealing with God & man, bv 


meditation of the fierce wrath of God, and 


moſt dreadful iudgements, which aſſuredly 


hang ouer vs for theſe things, &c. 

Againe both publikely abroad, in ſuch as 
Ideale with all, & priuately at home in ſuch 
as I truſt, I finde ſuch naughtie vnfaitliful- 
nes, & ſuch vnfaithfull naughtineſſe, as that 
lam driuen into greater choler & heat, tha 
can any way ſtand with my profeſsiõ of y 


Goſpell, & with the liking of my heauanly 


father, 


. 


mans frailtie and faith. 7 
father, whom J haue euer found good vnto 
me: & therefore iuſtly I ſtand in feare that 
he will puniſh me for ſuch intemperancie, 
& yet 1 cannot amend it. Now I pray you 


let me goe no further without ſome com- 


| eee 1 *. r 


tied. 


fort, it you know any for ſo wretched and 
woful a caſe. 
Faith. 


Jndecde Frailtie, your termes are fo 


ſharpe, and ſower. Foz me thinke,foz ante 
thing vou haue pet vttered,your eſtate is 


neither wꝛetched, noꝛ woful in trueth, but 
Chziſtianlike if vou will lay a while away 


. your earthly eyes, t be iudged by the woꝛd 
of God. 


| Frailtie. 

Anh fie fie, is your feeling of my caſe no 
more? then haue I vttered inough, and too 
much. But ſee my heauie plight, I am cucry 
way wrapped in woe, & yet I am not pit- 


Fai 6 


Nay but ffay pour ſelfe fo2 ſhame Frail- 
tie be not ſo raſh, And if J can not pꝛoue 
what J ſap, thẽ be offcded,but if I can, thẽ 


P —— 


_ 
as vou feare God be refo2med,fo2 this im⸗ 


Gods deere ones, & ſuch, as (foz any thing 
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paciencie in you is daungerous. Jay ther⸗ 
foe againe, me think your temptatiõs be 
not ſtrange, but ſuch as vſually happen fo 


I ſ&) Jeſus Chꝛiſt d Sauiour of man did 

fo2etell, and deliner ſure + ſoueraine com- 
foꝛts fo2, while he was here on earth in 
diuers places, by name in p notable chap 


ter of Mathew the fifth. But befoze J can 


apply the ſame vnto vou, muſt know of x 
vou one thing, cocerning your firſt grief, 


namely how you feele your hart within 


humbled by theſe things, Foꝛ indeed if vou 
be pw2e & bare, and ſo fozced to ſfoupe in 


out ward matters to the richer, c yet your 


hart remaine pꝛoud within you, arrogat, 
haͤwtie & conceited, your tongue bꝛaging 
the beſt, ⁊ your vanitie euer as it can bꝛea⸗ 
king out, and giuing feſfimony what you 
would doe, if pour hands were not tped, 
rour hones made ſhoꝛt of purpoſe by the 


Lord, then inderd J mul plainly tell you, 


that your pouertie is a whip of an angry 
God as pet with pou, x it wil not certain⸗ 


l be remoued from you in any fano2.1But . 


euen Mil God all check you, and every 
11 neigh⸗ 


mans frailtie and faith” 9 
neighbour either openly , oz ſecretly miſ⸗ 
like pou. F02 a beggars hand, & a pꝛoude 
hart hath euer offended y eye both of God 
and man, But it God hath giuen you this 
blelſled grace, that by this croſſe of want, 
dil daine, contempt, ſcoꝛne and ſuch like in 
your calling, pour ſoule is ſcholed, pour 
hart is humbled, your ſpirit bꝛoken, 4 all 
your vnrulp & heady affecios tamed with 
in pou very greatly in compariſon of fo2- 
mer times, fo that euen truely your con⸗ 
ſcience doth witneſſe to vou, it is not with 
vou, as it hath bene in many reſpects, and 
if now pou finde, that often you are dꝛiuen 
to God e his pꝛouidence by this meanes 
caſting vp your eyes to Heauen foz help, 
"ſay, E ſuccour, becauſe vou finde but fro- 
ſen harts in men, and falſchod in the beſt 
felowſhip leſle 02 moze,t 2 mult J 
as plainly tell vou againe, + with as bold 
a ſpirit, as ſuch a truth requires, pour po⸗ 
uertie is welth, your contẽpt may be vour 
comfoꝛt, ᷑ if euer man oꝛ woma had Cod 
their friend, vou may aſſure your ſoule in 
truth he is no foe vnto pon. 
| Frailtie. 

O RM. not this, but proue it. 

A. v. Com- 
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pd u very purpoſe, delivering out ſuch com⸗ 
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| ä Faitb. 
Ulith a very god will. A pꝛap pou ther⸗ 
ze marke me.Uhe Chꝛiſt, as I ſapd be⸗ 


2 


fore, was here vpon earth to gather vnto 


himſelfe the ſoules of men by life & death, 
knowing in his infirat wiſedome the raine 
that would fall, p flouds that would come, 
and the winds that would blow and beaf 
vpon the houſes of men, that is their faith 
and religion, on a time his diſciples being 
come together, and much people beſide out 
of many places, he ſate him downe t foke 
as it ſemeth to me this matter in hand, 


fo:ts and — defeſes and ſtaies, as 
being of men and women rightly applied, 
and vſed,ſhall euer hold vp their courſe, æ 


Ni kepe their pathes ſtraight in the feare of 


the Loꝛd x true religion, And ſce,among(t 


the manifold temptations, that he ſaw in 


wiſedome would ariſe & be vꝛged by &a- 
than fo ſhake men from the trueth,this of 
pours which now we ſpeake of is the firſt, 
Oe e Againſt which, his 
heaunly 


mans frailtie and faitn. tr 
heauenly voyce deliuereth out this com⸗ 
foꝛt, Bleſſed are the poore, for theirs is the Luke. 5.2 
kingdome of God. Which golden ſentence 
lied out in fuller termes, carieth and un⸗ 
plwieth vnto vs this ſenſe and meaning. Al⸗ 
though earthly mindes can frame ont no 
felicitie,vnlefle with wozldiy wealth their 
cup may ouerflow,yet J auouch vnto vou, 
confrary to the wit and wiſedom of them 
all, that in my fathers kingdome, bleſſed 
are the pwze,the poꝛe J lape againe, and 
ſuch as want what others wallow in, not 
halfe ſo loued of the Lo2d as they, 
: Now leaſt his meaning ſhould be mile 
5 taken, he ſaving no moꝛe but ſo, and cuerp 
|  fpoiling vnthaift , whoſe vnreloꝛmed hart 
| doeth make an vnrepaired purſe , 02 idle 
dꝛones that ſhunne the courſe of men, and Non mag- 
ſhut themſelues vp in Cloiſters as poꝛe, nũ eſt ſua, 
that with moze caſe they may line of o⸗ ſed ſe rclin 
ther mennes labours, o2 any pꝛoude hart Werc. 
vet wanting wealth might thinke it ſpo⸗ 
ken vnfo him, he moꝛe plainelie hath in- 
terpꝛeted his meaning, and ſhewed what 
poꝛe he thinketh of, namely the poꝛe in 
ſpirit, That is, ſuch as bſing godly meanes 
VLvVekt are ok pur poſe by their god kept dnder, 
* . and 
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and being vnder, doe not ſwel with pꝛide, 
arrogancie, æ conceit, but euen as the begs 
ger knowing his want, # no way hauing 
of his owne to truſt to, confeſſeth other 
mens help nerdfull foꝛ him, humbleth him⸗ 
ſelfe befoze them, beggeth their aide, and 
giueth them as inſtruments ) the pꝛaiſe of 
his liuing:ſo they humbled, tamed, ſcholed 
and refoꝛmed by their want towards all 
men carie a lowly hart, and onely at the 

TLoꝛds hands loke foꝛ both comfozt in this 
woꝛld, and ſaluation in the wozld to come, 
Theſe pwze men # women, that is, theſe 
p are thus affected vnder their crolle ſaith 
Chꝛiſt were their want moꝛe than euer a⸗ 
ny abode, & the companiss of their wants 
ſnubbes, checks, taunts, and ſuch like moe, 
t moꝛe bitter than euer any mans were, 


pet euen in the moſt of the all, 4 pꝛonoũce 


them bleſled, and J allure the happy v euer 
they liued, foꝛ theirs is p kingdom of god. 
Fo? this cauſe ther foꝛe J aſked you how 
vou were affected vnder pour pouertie. 
And now Frailtie cõſider and weigh this 
ſentence of the Lozd, Foz vnough it is of 
it ſell, if our incredulifte be not mõſtrous, 
to comfozt the hart of any man oꝛ woma 
0 


= . 
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in the world, euen in the midſt of all their 
wo2ldlp wats be they neuer ſo great. Vet 
hath it annexed fo2 our further ioy y con⸗ 
ſent of other places many, & erperieces of 
22 2 knowen 3 not a few. As, 

thou led to my people, that 1s, to re, . 

I Vill bleſſe 42 Fir the Lord.] 7 — 1. 
deliuereth the poore in all his afflictions. Deut. 18. 
The Lord will be a defẽce vnto the poore, **: 

euen a refuge in due time of trouble. He re Iob. 26.15 
membreth K forgetteth not the complaint Pfal 9.9. 
of the poore when he maketh inquiſition 

for blood. The poore ſhall not alwaies be 
forgotten, neither the hope of the af flicted 
penth for euer. Lord thou haſt heartl F de- pfl. 10.1) 
ſire of the poore, thou prepareſt their hart, 21.23. 
& thine eare hearkeneth thervnto. He hath 107. 23. 


not deſpiſed y low eſtate of the poore, but 
they ſhall eate & be ſatiſſied. I am poore 
and in miſerie, but the Lord careth for me. 
Better is the poore that walketh in his vp- Pro. 28.6. 
rightneſſe, thã he that peruerteth his waies 22. 
though he be rich. That which is to be deſi- 

red in a man is his goodneſſe, and better is 

ſuch a poore man than a lyer. God regar- Ey. 25. 
deth the poore and is their ſtrength. And 66.2. 


vnto whome again ſaith the Lozd oo 2 
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loke and haue regard, but vnto him that 
is poꝛe and of a contrite ſpirit and trem⸗ 
Tuke 4418 bleth at my woꝛds. The ſpirit of the Lord 
Sat is vpon mee and hath annoynted mee to 
lach. 11 Preach the Goſpell to the poore . And the 
1 poore do receiue the glad tidings of y gol- 
Luke.4. pell.Call the halt & lame & poore to y ſup- 
per. And hath not God choſen the poore of 
Tames 2.5 this world ſaith Iames, c. with a number 
ſuch like teſtunonies. The comfo2t wherof 
if they be rightly conſidered, and the bleſ- 
ſing of the vnto our hart by humble pꝛap⸗ 
er begged at the Lozds hands, no tongue 
of man is able to expꝛeſſe. Foz the Lo2de 
cur God is not a man, p he ſhould repent, 
no2 as Þ ſonne of man y he ſhould change: 
but it he loued the poze when theſe things 
were ſpoken, he loueth them ſtill, e to the 
ende he wiil lone the: if he regarded the, 
he foꝛgetteth not vs, t euen amongſt our 
- | ſclues,if he fe pou, he beholdeth alſo me, & 
it he comfo2zt me, he wil do noleſſe fo2 you, 
fo2 ther is no reſpect of perſos in his cies. 
Pet ad vnto theſe the experience of exam⸗ 
ples, they wil be m3ze ſweet. Naomi and 
her daughter Rutlr, how did the Loꝛde re⸗ 
gard, bleſſe, comfoꝛt, and pꝛouide fo2 2 The 
55 8 
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poꝛe widow of Sareptha whoſe meale and 1. Kings. i 
ople were at an ende, and pet the dearth 
fozetold much to come, how regarded he x 
fed during all the time? The other poꝛe 
widow alſo helped by Eliſha to pape her 2. Kings. 4 
debts, and to liue afteward with comoꝛt 
of the reſt, how ſheweth it the care of the 
1.02d ouer þ poze that are godlp, and how 
mightily ſhold it increaſe our faith: Nhat 
an example is old Tobiah and his family, 
and what a ſperch of faith was that to his 
ſon:Feare not my ſon becauſe we are made 
poore: for thou haſt many things, if y feare 
God and flie from ſinne, & doe that thing 
which is acceptable vnto him. Pow loued 
the Lo2de the offering of the poze widow 
that calf in but two mites? How chole he 


Tobias. 4. 
21. 


of the poꝛer ſozte 2 Yow choſe he his pas 
rents of the verte meaneſt certainly of a 
multitude, t how himſelfe hath he honoꝛed 
the eſtate of godly pouertie, foz our eter⸗ 
nall comfozt , hauing not ſo much in this 
woꝛld as the Foxes and Birds: boꝛne in a 
cable, wꝛapped in rags, lapd in p manger, 
x yet the God e Lo2d of heauen and earth, 
t the diſpoſer of all p glozy in them mY 
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O mp hart e hand, how is the one fo nar⸗ 


rob to conceiue this heauenly ſ wert, x the 


other vnable to lay downe but euen p litile 
___ that J doe feele? Shall any wozldy want 
make vs think God loucth vs leſſe , when 
we ſe p molt loued that euer was in the 
.. greateſt want? Shal any diſcountenance, 
diſ fauour, diſcredit cauſeleſſe, ſhall any 
\nubbes,checks, taunts,ſcozne,contempt, 
rumo2s, oꝛ the very power of the ſpite of + 
hell dꝛiue vs out of hope in our grafttous 
father , when we ſ& examples in his dea- 
reſt of them all? O Frailtie, Frailtie, open 
thine eyes,loke vpon thy God, weigh his 
nature, marke his dealinges with his 
deareſt, heare his pꝛamiſes, make him 
no lyer , but gather ſtrength, increaſe 
hope, and the Lo2d in mercte graunt if fo 
vs euer. Let the chaunges and chaunces 
of this woꝛld be what they will, oꝛ rather 
what it pleaſeth God, let our oꝛderly wal⸗ 
king in our plates with true ——— 
and meaning, with due carcfi with 
no vnthꝛiftinelle, vp carely, dodone late, 
whatſoeuer meanes that god are fo line t 
lay vp by,fo2 our ſelues, t ours, pet want 
their ende ol luch reaſonable ſtoꝛe as we 
_ delirey 


mans frailtie and faith, 17 
beſire, let vs neuertheles truſt in our god, 
and hang bpon his hand, and neuer mea- 
fure his fauoꝛ towards vs by theſe things, 
foz they are no iudges of it being as wee + 
f& oft graũted to the wicked, reſtrained 
greatly from the moſt beloued; Dnely let 
our pouertie make poꝛe our ſpirits , and 
bꝛeake the ſecret pꝛide of our harts, and 
the feare not, we haue a warraf of truth, 
Bleſſed are the poore in ſpirit, for theirs is 
the kingdome of heauen,and a broken and 
contrite hart O God y ſhalt neuer deſpiſe. 
The confrary now aloe as areatly be 
amplified to our comfozt , if J thought it 
— Foꝛ as his merciful pꝛomiſes are 
many c ſweete (as we haue heard) to the 
poꝛe, ſo are his fearefull thꝛeatnings to 5 
rich not a few: and as great is p god that 

is wꝛought in the childe of God by this 

troſſe of want, ſo feareful ard p faults that 

are giuen vnto p ſoules of many by their 

,  fozeofwealth.Let it ſuffice to mark what 

f this ſame our Sauiour ſaith by y mouth 

of Luke and oppoſeth ouer againſt p pꝛo⸗ 

mile ſpoken of now alreadte : Woe be to 
you y are rich, for you haue recemed your 
3 ny he, E _ him his Apo- 

, 63 
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ffls Iames again: Goe to now ye rich men, 
weepe and howle for your miſeries which 


{hall come vpon you: your riches are cor- 
rupt,and your 


garments moth eaten: your 
Gold & ſiluer is cankred,& the ruſt of the 
ſhall be a witneſſe againſt you, & ſnall cate 


— 


your fleſh as if it were fire, &c. And Paul as 
r Tim. 4.6 gaine, Gaine is not godlineſſe, but godli- 
neſſe is great gaine if a man be cõtent with 
that he hath : for we brought nothing into 
the world, and it is certaine that we can ca- 
tie nothing out. Therefore when we haue 
foode and raiment, let vs therwith be con- 
tẽt:for they that wil be rich fall into temp- 
tation and ſnares, and into many fooliſh & 
noyſome luſtes, which drowne men in per- 
dition & deſtruction. For the deſire of mo- 
ney is roote of all euill which while ſome 
luſted after they pierced thẽſelues through 
with many ſorowes . But thou O man of 

-* God, flie theſe things & follow after righ- 
teouſnelle, godlineſſe, faith, loue, pacience & 
meekeneſſe, fight the good fight of faith, 
lay hold of eternall lyfe, &c. By all which 
we doe as euidently ſ& againe that Bo⸗ 
nour, Fame, Poꝛt, Pompe, wealth and as 
boundance in this woꝛld are no ſure wit⸗ 
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nelſcs of gods fauour,+ therfoꝛe p want of 

them no ſure argumef of the contrarp, but 

the ende very trueth is this, if we feare 

God and be pwze,pouertie is great game. 

And ik further p Loꝛd goe with vs 4 make 

riches alſo increaſe, pet may we neuer let 

our harts vpon them, foꝛ there is no ſure 

comfo2t in thẽ. And thus me think Frailtie, 

fo2 this firſt grief ther ſhold grow cofozf, * 
and you ſhould now be contented. Fo2 cer⸗ 
tainlp, certainip, as God is God,o2 tructh 
truth, pouertie is no token of gods diſplea⸗ 
ſure to all, but a Snaumar meanes ot much 
godneſſe vnto many:s thus much onelp of 
it at this time. The Loꝛd giue vs p2ofit by 
his pꝛomiſes. 


Comfort againſt vncheereful- be 
neſſe and ſorrow,the ſecond temp- 455 45 = 


tation. er, pag. 431 


Y Dur ſecond tẽptation you ſay is this, d Sw 


heauie weight vou feeie of your ſinnes, aſwell ſoer ³ 
the continual ſoꝛolo æ grieſe, that is an⸗ diſcõſort | 
nexed and toyned thereunto. Foz comſozt ae 
E ſlay wherof 4 fiekc no further, than to J, peavi. 
the place of Matthew named beſoꝛe. neſſe 


B. ii. Foz 


pineſſe: and what you think your woe, he 
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y | wil ſome Foz enen there alſo in the very next verſe 


times rake ; 
one & as it 
wert ouer 


wheln vs. thing v greatly ſhould goe about to ſhake 


is this aſſault bet back, & bꝛeach made vp, 
being in wiſedome foꝛſeene of Chꝛiſt, as a 


his childzens faith. What therefoze you 
thinke your milerte,he maketh your hap⸗ 


maketh pour comfo2t ſure and certaine. - 


Bleſſed (ſaith he) are they that mourne, for 


they ſhal be comforted. Which mourning 


can no waies be meant but of ſich as now 


yours is, it it ariſe(as you affirme)by ſight 
of ſin committed againſt your God, whom 


pet pou loue & hope in, though it be with 
much wealinefſe, Fo2 wo2ldly ſo2ow (ſaith 


the Apoſtle)cauleth death, but godly ſoꝛow 
cauſeth repentance vnto ſaluation not to 


be repeted of. Moꝛldy ſoꝛow ariſeth vpon 
out ward griefes, oꝛ ſight of outward pu- 


niſhment commonly, & godly ſoꝛow vpon 


fight of ſinne committed againſt a merci⸗ 


full God, a god God, ten thouſand times 
deſeruing better ſeruite of vs, and who pet 
will be mercifull, if wee repent & amend, 
Thereſoꝛe the ende of the one is nothing 


but deſperation and woe, if the Lozd doe 
not = ova help, k the ende of the other as 


you 
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vou heare euen Chꝛiſt himſelfe ſap, is hap- 


pineſſe ⁊ comtoꝛt: which that you may vet 
moꝛe firmely ferle, and to greater toy with 


both hads appꝛehẽd, let it not be tedious in 


a few examples to behold y trueth of both. 


Did not Caine ſozow e ſadly caſt down Gents: 45. 
his countenance when he percciued a res 


gard giuen to his bother + not to himſelf? 
pinched it not his hart within, when God 


gaue ſentence of him! Ne ſee it euidentlp, 
t vet neuertheleſſe we know withall that 
the Loꝛd abhozred him. 

Dyd not Efaw mourne, when he wept 
ſoꝛ woe, and dubling ouer his ſpeach to his 
father ſo expꝛeſſed the paſſion of a pained 


repentace ſaith p Apoſtle, though he ſought 
it with teares, but was reiected as a pꝛo⸗ 
phane perſs not withſtãding all his ſoꝛow. 
Vlhat grief griped p hart of Saul think 
you,whe he ſaw his ary ſpoiled, his thꝛeꝛ 


ſonnes ſlaine, himſelfe ſoꝛe gauled x woũ⸗ 


ded with the archers ſhot, when he deſired 
his armour bearer to th2uſt him thꝛough 
with his \wo2d,and foꝛ want of his aſſent 
was glad to doe it himſelfe, and ſo become 
bis owne nn this no ſozow ? 


B ii. grief? 


hart within him? yet found he no place to 


1. Sam. laſt 


2.5am. 17 
38. 


Acts. t. 


Bet acurſed woe, we know, e as far from 
the gaine of this pꝛomiſe heere, as ſinne is 


fad, that neither reward receuied, noꝛ any 
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griefe? Pet not blefſed, but accurled lucy 


mourning and ſuch mourner. 


What hozrible hell of diſpatreful ariefe 
battered the hart of Achitophel p famous 
Counſcller , when he ſaw the diſtreſſe he 
ſtode in, and fo2 eaſe and ende of that hea⸗ 
uie happe, was glad to conclude his owne 


_ Ghamefull confuſton, to put his owne head 


pumſelfe in the halter, and to hang himſelf? 
fell euer this out thinke wee , befoze cuen 
feas of ſoꝛowes had wꝛecked t woꝛn with⸗ 
in him all kinde of comfoꝛt away: No cer⸗ 
tainelp, but ſuch rufull endes haue euer 
heapes of rutul conflictes t concerts befoꝛe 
them, e therfo2e we ſ& ſome ſoꝛrow farrs 
ſeparated from this pꝛoꝛmiſe of Chꝛiſt in 
this p lac e. | 
Tot conclude, what woe oz wozme think 
e, dyd gnaw the hart of Iudas, when the 
guilt of cruell deve did pꝛeſſe his ſoule fo 


kinde of cõteipt either of god oz man could 
{fate his hands fro finiſhing his owne life? 


ſeuered from a vertue. 
Noe of the other part wey the ort 
+ 
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that vou are in, if yon tel me true, x mark 
the illew of it. Bleſled firſt ſaith the Loꝛd 
Jeſus is it, and bleſſed are they y conceiue 
and fele it,fo2 they ſhal be comfoꝛted. And 
then in his wozd he afoꝛdeth examples to 
chew the trueth by tryall of this pꝛomiſe. 
Dauid mourned foꝛ the multitude of his pfalm. 6.5 
iniquities,and remained mourning as he 
ſaieth all p day long.Cuery night he waſh- 
ed his bedde with weeping, e watered his 
couch with teares. The ſinnes of his youth 
ſtinged him, and the ſinnes of his age gree- 
ued him: his knowen offẽces made him full 
woe, e pet his lecret ſinnes remained ter⸗ 

rible. Now the ende of all was comfoꝛt 

acco2ving to this pꝛomiſe, and bleſſed Da- 
+ uid that euer he felt with griefe ſo much 
his greeuous tranſgreſſions: The like did 
Manaſſes, and was comfozted : the lp̃gſge 
dyd the Publican , and was comfoꝛted: 
the like dyd the Prodigall ſonne, Marie, 
Rahab, Lot, Noah, ànd all the reſt of ſas 
ued ſinners ſince the woꝛlde ſfode, and 
were comfoꝛted. Now the pꝛomiſe is 
made and offered as heartilie and freelie 
to pou, to me, and to all that euer will 
bake hould of it, as euer it was to them. 
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Foz Whatſoeucr things are written afore 
time, are written for our learn ng, that wee 
through patience & comfort of the Scrip · 
tures might haue hope. And ther foꝛe Frail- 
tie awake, and wipe thy dazeled epes,bes 
hould the ende of ſenſe of ſinne and ſoꝛow 
toyned ther vnto:it is happinelſe, it is bleſ⸗ 
ſedneſſe, and it is certain, ſure, and laſting 
comfozt,if God be true. The like may be 


aid of that ſoꝛow alſo 5ᷣ ariſeth not vpon 


our-owne,but other mens miſeries, as foꝛ 
the want of the woꝛde, fo2 want of fruit 
When it is had, foz hereſics,dtuiſions,and 
ſchilmes in the Church, and ſuch like: foz 
this is a godly ſoꝛow, and ſhall be comfoꝛ⸗ 
ted. A doctrine ſo \weet as no pen can lay 
downe. Swert J lap to all, x yet euen molt 
ſweet to the miniſters, to whome it was 
chiefely ſpoken: foꝛ he lift vp his eies vpon 
bis diſciples ſaith the text when he ſpake 
* theſe. thinges , as knowing what ffoze of 
ſtoꝛmes ſhould ariſe vnto them by reaſon 
of their calling. And therefoze let the take 
it in the name of God, as it is offered to 
them, and claſpe it in their armes ſo hard 
to their hart as all the woes in the woꝛld 
may not £4000 their "_ from it. Foz the 

| trueth 
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frueth hath ſaid it, and experiẽce trieth it, 1 
they ſhall loue and not be loued, they ſhall 7 
labour and not be liked, they ſhal ſerue at 
t̃he altar and but pozely line of the altar, 
Their pietie ſhal be hypocr iſie, their zeale, 
choler:their heat, pouth:their pꝛaiers ſhall 
not pꝛofit, their watchings walt, and their 
kaſtings do no gad, but ſin ſhal (fil reigne, 
iniquitie abound, the greater part remain 
vnreloꝛmed, and they foz all their louie, la⸗ 
bour, and true faithfulneſſe be reiected, and 
contemned in the ende. Wherevpon what 
woe doeth grow to the ſoule that ſauoꝛed 
any truth of meaning, loue to God, oꝛ god 
will to men, let them iudge that haue felt, 
dn whole wiſedomes can wey what þ Loꝛd 
hath not giuen thẽ trial of in themſelues. 
Surelp ſuch it is, as is able to make the 
meekeſt Moſes plead with the Loꝛd & aſke Numb. ir 

why he lo vexeth his ſeruant with an vn⸗ 

| thankful charge, and commandeth to carp 

! in his boſome as a nurſe the ſuckling child = 
| ſo peruerſe a people, as though he had cõ⸗ 
| cetyed them oz begotten them all himſelf, 
| Such as is able to make leremie crye in 
| [he twitching fozmet of his minde, Wo is 
mee my mother that euer thou bare mee a 
| B.v. con- 


So 


Jer: ro 
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contentious man, & a man y ſtriueth with 

the whole carth. I haue neither lent vpõ v- 

ſurie, nor men haue lent me vpon vſurie, & 

lere. 20. yet euery one doth curſe me. O Lord thou 

bat deceiued mee, and Iam deceiued, thou 

art ſtronger than I, & haſt preuailed, I am 
in deriſion daily, euery one mocketh me. 

For ſince I ſpake & cried out of wrong, the 

word of the Lord was made a reproch vn- 

to me: and therefore I will make mencion 

no more of thee, nor ſpeak any more in thy 

name. But here is à comfozt to ſtape all 
impatiencie, e to continue their courſe in 


ſeruing of the Lo2d in their callings ill. 
Bleſſed are they that mourne, for the want 


of tie feare of God in men, for their ſorrow 

ſhall haue ioy, and they ſhall be comforted 

at the laſt. And in the meane tune Elie his 

-g ſpech is merte foꝛ euerie one: It is y Lord, 
| i him doe what ſeemeth good vnto bim. 
_ 1.38 And behold here am I, be it vnto me as my 
God will. Thus may the miniſters apply 

this pꝛamiſe. And foz you, Frailtie, oꝛ any 

one in your caſe, J p2ay you alſo conſider 

how it fitteth you. Fo2 what can you ſay 
now, groning vnder this griefe of yours, 
End t e loadẽ with pour ſinnes, 


What 


—_ 


— 


— 
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what can you ſay, J ſay, if you ſape your 
woꝛſt, but euen cry out vpon the fulnes & 


fowlenes of your iniguitie, vpon ö ripenes 


t rottenneſſe of pour ſinne, ſaping pour life 


ts loſſe vnto pou, t there is no toy vnder 5 


Sunne, p vou can conceiue of any thing by 


reaſon of your ſinne: oꝛ pou haue ben an 


both bꝛeaker, a diſobedient child to parts 
t ſubiect to Pꝛince, a murtherer malicious 
and ſpiteful, an adulterer wanton e light, 
a thiefe deceitfull and vmuſt, a falſe wit⸗ 


neſſe, an euill thinker, and what not? And 
therefoze though fo2 manie ſinnes you 
could hope of mercie, pet fo2 ſo many you 
cannot, but a heape together beateth you 
" downe, when many ſingle ones could not 
doe it. This is the woꝛſt you can ſap, and 


this is ill inough if god giue not faith: Vet 
ſe how all this is nothing, wher this pꝛo⸗ 
mile is marked. Foz euen this ſoꝛob, this 
mourning, this diſcomfoꝛt and griefe that 
vou haue conceiued by rewing of your life, 
is alure token, that you are the Lo2ds, x 
that he hath mercie foꝛ vou, if you wil not 
ſtand in defence of him, but be of gad hope 
” ſeth you, 


And 


Jdolater, a blaſphemous ſwearer, a Sa⸗ 


28 


(toꝛ their ſinnes + franſgreſſions,foz their 


elfe and be cheered with it, were there na 
moze pꝛomiſes (which vet are many bes | 
| ſides) of mercte vnto ſinners , yet were 
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And my p2ofe is no wo2ſe than the Lo2ds 
owne wozds, Bleſſed are they that mourne, 


wants t weakeneſſe, x foꝛ their loſe courſe 


in d waies of ſo god a God) for they ſhall 
be comforted. Shall he fay bleſſed, c you 


ſay curſed : ſhall he pzomiſe comfozt, and 


you ſay pou are caſt away? God fo2bidde, 


Remeber what 'y ſpirit ſaith in the 1. Iohn 
5.10, He that 1k oc not God,hath made 


him a lier. And therfoze cõclude with pour 


this ſufficient to ſtay 5 wealineſle of any, 


ik the Loꝛd be in them to giue them faith 


in it, that the God of truth hath pꝛonoun⸗ 


ced happineſſe fo this woe, e intailed ſure⸗ 
ly a certaine comloꝛt in time to deſcẽd vn⸗ 
- to this ſoꝛow. Man moe J lay are 5ᷣ pꝛo⸗ 
miſes of God, & many moe are the places 


of comfoꝛt in this your caſe , but my lea⸗ 


ſure ſerueth not now to make a treatiſe 
of a conference : and when inough is ſaid, | 


why ſhould you not be ſafiſfied:God hath 


ſpaken it, p power of Hell cannot diſpꝛoue 


it, pou ** beleeue it, k J doe ende with 
it, 
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it, happie are you, o2 any man oꝛ woman 
in the world, if you fle pour ſinne and ſo⸗ 
row foz it, ſo that you wil beleene. Foz you 
are not caſt away,but you ſhal be comfoz- 
ted: pou werpe now, but you ſhall laugh, x 
pou ſhall fiele the per foꝛmance of y wo2ds 
of Dauid Pſalme 126.5. They that ſow in 
teares, ſhall reape in ioy: and they that goe 
weeping & carie pretious ſeed, ſhal returne 


with ioy, & bring their ſheaues with them. 


Whereas the ſame God ſaith with a thũ⸗ 
dꝛing ſound, Woe be to them that laugh 
now, foꝛ they ſhal werpe. Moe be fo them, 
that in this life ſtretch them ſelues vpon 


beds of Juoꝛp, ſing to the ſound of p Utole, 


and dꝛinke their wine in bowles of golde, 
without ſenſe and ſoꝛow foz their ſinnes: 
foꝛ p day will come, when this wert ſhall 
want, and what hath not earſt bene felt, 
ſhall (mart and ſting, æ burne no leſſe than 
the fire of hell, and ſtrongeſt venome of de⸗ 
ſtruction, p euer was oꝛ may be. God ther⸗ 
foꝛe giue vs faith, t what feeling of ſinne 
it pleaſeth him. Foꝛ this fleſhly peace, and 
ſecur itie within vs, is no token of lone, 
the contrarp wakening, griefe and woe, is 


nothing euer to diſmaie vs. Amen. 
Strength 
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8 § rengch againſt heat of affec- 


tions, the third temptation. 


Y Dur third afalt ariſeth of the diuers 
iniuries and fundzy w2ongs that vou 
ſuſtain abꝛod without redꝛeſſe 02 reuenge, 
together with the vndutifulneſſe either 
knowne, oꝛ imagined in pour owne houſes 
hold and familp, whereby you are dꝛiuen 
to greater impatiencie often than may 
ffand with the liking of your God whom 
pou ſerue, and wherby indeede,as you ſay, 
it yon leaue it not, pou know you do daaw 
vpon you the heauie and angrie hande of 
him. Fo2 helpe whereof goe no further, 
but euen to the very next verſe following 
in the ſame Chapter of Matthew, x marke 
it well. Foz well knew the Lo2d that as 
* they that feare God, e haue not a gaping 
conſcience to ſwallow fo2 gaine ho2rible 
things, are both moꝛe ſubiec to pouertie 
with the compantons thereof, + alſo moꝛe 
occaſioned to mourne in reſpecte of their 
owne cauſes t other mens, as allo in ref» 
pect of many checks, taũts, c vnkindnelle, 
_ they hall mdure moze than others 


* 


done befoze others 5 are woꝛſe diſpo 
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bpon whom this flaffring woz2ld fly2eth x 


laugheth, and in whom a lulled conſcience 
offereth fight of little enill in them, c ther⸗ 
foꝛe needed to be armed againft them, as 1 
ſay this he knew, ſo likewiſe as wel did he 
fozeſee y theſe cauſes publike t pꝛiuate of 
impatiencie & diſtemperature in affections 
ſhould ariſe vnto his childꝛen, 4 therefoꝛe 
pꝛouided fo2 it alſo, Foz caſt pour eyes as - 
bout the wozld a little, + view the courſe 
of things, & are not y godly, harmleſſe, and 
quiet men often in this woꝛld reiected and 
wꝛung and pinched at fo2 this thing and 
that, when moze contentious natures are 


let alone as ſhzowes to deale withal? Hath 


not the true meaner often a ſhzowd turne 
ſed 2 
Path not the voyce of frueth pꝛonounced 
it of thoſe p be his, that in the wozld they 
ſhall be wꝛonged and hated and perſecu⸗ 
ted, and ſo foꝛth? Therefoze if foꝛ this al- 
ſo he had not left vs counſell, our hap had 
bene harder, and our fall ſhould haue bene 
greater, by theſe occaſions. But like a wiſe 
teacher, & a god God he hath done it as 1 
fap ind next verſe ther, c comendeth vnto 


out 


rie offence, but are readie rather to ſuffer 


ſaith) as are not of nature fearce, ⁊ deft» 
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dur affections be p pꝛouotations neuer ſo 


many fo the contrarp,ſetting a crowne of 


' happinelle vpon the head of that glozious 
vertue in theſe woꝛds, Bleſſed are y meeke, 


for they ſhall inherit the earth. Now the 
meke ſaith a learned man are they, which 


are not eaſilie pꝛouoked with iniuries, 


which are not ſhozt and teaſtie vpon eue⸗ 


anp thing than to doe the things that the 
wicked doe, men & women fo conclude that 
reſiſt not euill, but ouercome cuill with 
god. Oꝛ pet moꝛe fullte ſuch (as an other 


rous euer of reuenge, but milde, tractable, 


courteous, ſoft, and gent le, eaſily foꝛgiuing 


a w2ong, if it be done vnto them, hating 


chidings, contentions and ſtrife, readie to 


giue place to ettery bodie, and choſing ra- 


ther with a quiet minde to commit all to 


God, than with intemperate heate to pur⸗ 
ſue his owne right. Bleſſed are theſe men 


and women ſaith the Loꝛd, and happy ſhal 


they be, the earth is theirs, and the com- 


modities in it, 6 they ſhall inherite them, 
And wo ſo may you either ſay oꝛ thinke? 
- Surely becauſe this is not fleſh and blod 


in 
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in them, but an heauenly alteratid of crw- 
ked nature by Gods renewing ſpirit. Foz 
fleſh and bled cannot bzoke wꝛongs, but 
a man and woman w2ought in-an other 
mould by the woꝛking grace of God, can 
t daylie doe, Now the Lo2d wozketh this 
in none but in ſuch as ſhall neuer dye (foꝛ 
this ſanctikping ſpirit is p pleadge of elec 
tion) and therefoze bleſſed are the merke. 
O Frailtte then, what a place is this fo 
pbelpe pour infirmitie withall, if vou will 
in dede conſider ol it earneſtly? Pon can 
not fozgine,you cannot fo2get,you cannot 
be ſtriken, but you mulk fkrike againe, vou 
cannot be w2onged by woꝛd oz deede either 
abꝛod of others,02 pzinatly of pour owne, 
put by and by you foꝛget your ſelfe, pour 
place,your calling, your God vou lerue, E 
a number other ne&defull things to be re⸗ 
garded, and vou are as hotfe as fire fo2 a 
time. But in derde you muſt doe other wiſe 
if you line fo2 euer, as you ſee in this litle 
ſentence. Fo2 the Lo2d hath giuen it out & 
charged his miniſters to þ ende of Þ wozld 
with a bould ſpirit to pꝛoclaime it to his 
people,y bleſſed are the __ Now they 


that doe, as you doe, are notmgke,+ 111 | 
. foze 


o 


27. 


34 
_ foze you ſie the cõcluſion how ſharp it is, 


bol it, and many examples of the tried god 


And firit you ſhall ſe no calling amongit 
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they ſhall neuer be bleſſed. And ik not bleſ⸗ 
ſed, then neceſſarily wꝛetched, wofull, and 
curſed. Therfo2e J ſay againe, A p2ay you 
let it be regarded, and thought vpon ver 


rarneſtlp. Foz truely mee think it mouefh 


my ſelfe very much. And though J ſee in p 
ſcripture many other notable places ſoũ⸗ 
ding foꝛth the ſame, & many reaſons con- 
uincing by fo2cible cõcluſion the neceſſitte 


that bath growen therby,vet as to others 
God giueth a greater concept of one thing 
than an other, ſo this to mee J finde moze 
earcing than p other J muſt needes cons 
pet becauſe euer man is not my 
ſelfe, vou eſpecially Frailtie are not Faith, 
though my daplp companton in the wozld, 


leaſt A Qhoaid mille of helping you by mi⸗ 
- - nifkring nothing but mine owne medicine 


to you, J p2ay vou cofider alſo ot the tourſe 
of other ſcripture touching this matter. 


men wherevnto the Loꝛde by name hath 
not iniopned this temperance of affections 


= and ſwetneſſe of nature, which now A 
2. Tim. 2. Tpeake 1 198 be nn infkruct 


(aith 
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faith he, them p be contrary minded with 
meekeneſfle . It they be magiſtrates, it is 

like wiſe inio yned the. And meekenes beaws ba 
fifieth eſpecially them that are in authoꝛi⸗ 

fie ſatth Chryſoſtome. If they be neither, 
whatſoeuer they be , walke worthy of the 
=_— wherevnto God hath _ > hav 

ſaith the Apoſfle) with all humbleneſſe of 
ns Seek be long ſuffering,” 
ſupporting one another through loue. And 


Dauid gineth areaſon of it: For them chat pfl. 5 


are mecke {hall he guide in iudgement, & 
teach tlie humble his way . And is this a 
foꝛceleſſe reaſon? That which beautifieth 
euery calling, t euerp perſon, ſhall it not 
beawtfifte you thinke vou: And that which 
is foꝛbidden to euerte one in ſo expꝛeſle 
plaineneſſe, can you thinke the Loꝛd will 
euer alow in pour ſelfe 2 Surely he will 
not, and therefoze know it and think of if, 
if you pleaſe the Loꝛd pou muſt be merke. 
The reaſons J ſpake of be theſe & ſuch 
others. Firſt ths Apoſtle in his epiſtle to 
the Galatians reckning vp the fruits of the Gala x. 
ſpirit which neuer appeare in any fruely, 
but in ſuch as ſhal be ſaued, reckneth this 
ag one amongty r be mk, e * 
N n nun. the 
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- loweth,ſhall neuer liue, and therefoze cur⸗ 


micke, and watcheth ouer our wꝛongs, ſte⸗ 
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the fruits of the ſleſh, p ſhall leave vs vntfo 


death, he reckoneth the contrarie, choler e 
beate, whervpon we our ſelnes (as cleare 


as the Sunne) may ſee , that if the Loꝛde 


voutſafe vs this change ot nature from 
ſowꝛe to ſ wert, and from anger to meke- 
nelle, ther is no moꝛe comfoztable trie can 
happen in this earth vnto our ſoules, that 


they are the Loꝛds. And if he doe not, then 


as mightily miniſtreth it an argument a⸗ 
gain of woe, alas, ę endelefſe woe vnto vs, 


tion of Chꝛiſt, foz Learne of me ſaith bee, 
I am meeke & lowly in hart. But he that 


treadeth the ſteps of this Lozd and Cod, 


ſhall neuer dye: and therefoze bleſſed are 


the merke. Contrariwiſc to be haſhe,furi- 


ous, and intemperate, is to follow Cain, 
Eſau, and all repꝛobates, which who ſo fol⸗ 


ſed is the contrarie. 
Thirdlp, the Loꝛd careth foz vs if we be 


ing all the woꝛds © deedes © very thoughts 


ronceined again? vs, t the Lo2d will paye 


our debtes i 
bim nat on 


leaue it to him and iuſtle 
f his thzone , ſitting downe 
| our 
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| 


” — 


Secondly to be meeke is a true imita⸗ 
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eur ſelues therein as iudges v renengers 
of our owne cauſes. Pe knoweth our vp⸗ 


riſing, t downe lying, he is about our bed, 
and about our pathes, & ſpieth out all our 


goings, e ſeeth he not whe we are wꝛong⸗ 


ed? Me hath taken a reckning of the very 


haires ot our heads, he putteth our teares 


into his bottle, and are not our wꝛonges 
thinke we noted in his boke? O therefoꝛe 
how ſhould w our ſelues learne to be 


merke, to foꝛgiue, and to referre our ſelues 


auer to him, ſinte we haue ſuch a iudge? 


The wife whileſt her huſband liueth, qui⸗ 
eteth her ſelfe from foꝛren toples, and lea⸗ 


fo2 them: but if he by death depart from 
her, then ſhe her ſelle, becauſe ſhehath loſt 
her ayde. Now we, if we be in deede as we 
thinke we are, the childꝛen of the Loꝛd, we 
are the ſpouſe of an hul band p neuer dy- 
eth, but in life is permanff, in power ſul⸗ 
ficient,in care all vigilant, and thereſoꝛe 
how ſhould this conſideration kill our al⸗ 
kections, moꝛtiſie our haffie harts c hands, 
and alter vs daily to an heauenly fempe- 
rante, patience and The Lo2d - 
is our aduocate to put en our ſute,y 1025 
Ut, is 


1 
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is alſo iudge to giue ſentfce of our wꝛong. 
and Frailtie then how can any eſcape that 
hurteth vs, if we would be meeke, & leaue 
it vnto him: Me think, me thinke J could 
even dwell cotinually in this coſideration, 
it is ſo comfo2table. What madneſſe ſhould 
moue vs to harbour our hurt, to hatch vp 
our harme, and to keepe matters bopling 


and feſtring within vs vnfoꝛgiuen and vn⸗ 


foꝛgotten, when we haue ſuch a iudge? God 
ſtrengthen vs and gine vs victoꝛie of our 
ſelues. But why Frailtie, ſtandeſt thou vet 


ſo mute: Weleeneſt thou not all this: It 


thou doeſt yet hang in the bꝛpers of thy 
varefo2med paſſions , adde here vnto ſome 


further p2ofe of paſſed pꝛactiſe, and experts 


ence , & let that as mightie fo perſ wade, 


confirme and confoꝛme thee to this vertue, 


ik it be the Loꝛds will. 


The Jſraelites in Aegypt oppꝛeſſed e 
harmed, could not with right counteruaile 


might, but as patient ip miekely as God 
made them able, abid it, and cried vnto the 
Lord, and what followed: The Lo2d heard 
them, Moſes was ſent, they were deliue⸗ 
red, and Pharaoh with all his hoſt dꝛow⸗ 


ned in ? ra * your owne eyes the 
reward 


byꝛother, conceiued not by and by the like 
towards him againe, but leaueth his coũ⸗ 


te; —— — —— — a 


4 
* 


full — bare bis gretuous croſſe meeks 


are they? Mhat a God ſerue we, whoſe 
mertie ow mekeneſle hath. — We- 
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reward of meckeneſle, | 
Dauid oppzefled by Saul his father i in 
law, whome at home and abꝛoade he true⸗ 
ly ſerued and honoꝛed, ſought no reuenge, 
but euen refuſed it whe it lay befoze him, 
and with all meekeneſſe, nuldeneſſe, t pa⸗ 
tience committed it to the Lozd,and Saul 


had his puniſhment, Dauid the kingdom. 


Jacob being thꝛeatened deſtructid by his 


trie e fathers houſe, putteth vp b wzong, 
polleſſeth his ſpirit in patience and merke⸗ 
neſle:and what inſewed 2 The Lo2d was 


with him both day and night, the Angells 


of heauen are his ſeruãts, the Loꝛd giueth 


him wines ? wealth, comfoꝛt and ſtrength 
every where, and Eſau liueth fo dye foz 


euer, as the fatted Dre is pzepared fo: the 


laughter. 


: Toſeph hoz ribly laundered fo2 his faiths 


ly,and honour is his ende, euen great and. 
rare honour.O harts of ours then, where 
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mone vs? Shall it not pearce vs? Nay 
Hall it not chaunge us? God fozbidde we 
ſhould be ſenſeleſſe, and therefoze pou ſeg 
Frailtie what mult be done, & what ſoue- 
raigne help h Lo2d layeth down foz your 
infirmitie, be your occaſion publike oz pꝛi⸗ 
. nate, at home aꝛ abzoad, with many oz few, 
affections certainly mult be bꝛideled, and 

That we 


even fought withal till they yeld e becoms 
hurt our mae quiet: other wiſe rume vpon our 
ſelues 200 ruine both in heauen and earth. F02 the 
in ear ( 75 8 
heat of af. ane thus as you [ee 
fections. the other ts a8 true. 


' | 
| 
9 


times as tokens of their remaining a bit⸗ 


nelle, comfoꝛt and countenance maketh a 
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rule not in him mighfilie, wil truly ſerue, 
where comfoztable countenance either gi⸗ 
neth not hope of conuenient reward, oꝛ at 
leaſt pzeſently accepteth, what is done, in 
fauoz 2 What one that hath any giftes, 
friends, oꝛ abilitie, will euer abide with a 
louing and true hart, wher repꝛoches and 
diſcomfozts are his dayly death: No, no, 


if will nener be, no2 it cannot be. Well 


may a woꝛloly minde in regard of paſled 
time and charge make men rubbe out and 
carte coales till they can doe better, oꝛ map 
get a cheate, but the hart being alienated, 
and the true faithfull Rinde affection that 
is aboue gold, woꝛne away with often re⸗ 
bukes, which being not digeſten ſend vp at 


ter taſt, all is but holow, all is but in re⸗ 
gard of themſelues, # if time ſhould ſerue 
to nede thẽ, God knowes how their ſnub⸗ 
bed harts would call their mubbes to re⸗ 
membzance, whereas mekeneſle, gentle⸗ 


ſeruant true in his dealings, painful, wil- 
ling. conſtant in his place, and readie euen 
to die in the ſeruice of them whole loning 


blage hath pearced his ſoule with a per⸗ 


C. v. manent ; 
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manent affection if he be of any god na⸗ 
ture, c if he be not, d ſame vertue of meek⸗ 
nelle watcheth, loketh, heareth & confide- 
reth all things wiſely, not bewzaying him 
ſellfe, till he haue founde indeede a hollow 
ſeruant, and then weedeth out luffly ſo ul 
A member. N N 
Therkoꝛe A ay again whatſoeuer vour 
occaſions be ot diſoꝛder in vour affections; 
be they at hame oz abꝛoad, truelp Frailtie, 
fight with pour ſelfe, e neuer ſuffer your 
infirmitie to pzenaile, ;Foz God requires 
it, e euen woꝛldly wiledome requires it: 
and the very hardeff things are made ea⸗ 
fie by ſome vſe. No vou haue a God to 
helpe you beſide vſo , who with his bleſſed? 
mouth hath pꝛomiſed helpe, and with his 


mme ſhall alliff wake pou Paay. | 


 Frailtie.' : 
Yea but the courſe of the world ſerneth | 
not for this counſell. For I tell you now a+ 
daies,who ſuffereth a little ſhal ſuffer more, 
& who putteth yp one wrong, ſnall put vp 
twentie. Men can not liue now, and either 
get, ar keepe, if they be ſo gentle as you 
would haue them. ö 
* Faith, 


mansfrailtie and faith. 


O Frailtie how are you deceiued? Any 
| how ſtill ſauour all your ſpeeches of your 
nature: J p2ay you tell me, i God would 
fay to you be mecke, and J will confirme 
ther in this woꝛlde both with ſufficient 
maintenance and continuance in the ſame, 
be the p2aciſes neuer ſo peeuiſh againſt 
Don you not beleeue hum? | 


43 


Frailtie. 
Ves For I know he is able to 2 it, if 
he ſay he will do it, & I am not yon ſo weak 
to _—_ — a e N 


Fab. H 
7 — well, A p2ay vou whit follow 
eth in this verſe-of Chꝛiſt which now we 
handle ? Js it not a flat pꝛomiſe that the 
merke ſhall inherite the earth It pou wil 
then ſtand to yotir'fpiech / and belene the 
TLoꝛd vpon his wozd, doe it now khen and 
euer hereafter,fo2 here vou Tee his pꝛomiſe. 
The whole wozld map rage againſt vs, x 
pet chall we inherit the earth in deſpite 
of them all i we will be meeke. That 


* 
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Chat is, we ſhall both get and keepe that 
poztion, which the Ro2vthinketh merte foz 
vs, will they nill they that doe trouble bs: 
neither euer ſhall the fozce-of foe further 
pꝛeuaile againſt vs, than ſhall be god one 


nen what a pꝛomiſe is this, and how con⸗ 
trarie to mans reaſon and ſenſe: yet re⸗ 


peated ouer and ouer in the ſcripture foz 


further aſſurance as ou map ſe , if vou 
reade but that one Pſalme the 37.confir- 
med to vs by Paul, who.ſaith 92 had no⸗ 
thing and pet polleſled all things, e by the 
experience of all che godly that euer was; 
Therefoꝛe even a thouſand times marke 
= Frailtic,and lay if my wozld — 


they Gal inberit the lands that ni the 
q 2 re all the woꝛld againſt them... 
eto goe no further, conclude now 


you 


way 02 other faz vs. Bleſſed father of hea⸗ 


L bare | Frailtie to ſp — reme⸗ 
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you lee it is (foz þ Lozd bath ſaid it) Bleſ- 
ſieed are themeeke. And euen by p hould 

that A foz my part haue taken of this pzo- 
naſe, A pzonounce vnto you againe, y the 
verie daye t houre of your birth you may 
bleſſe, if the Lozde giue you victoꝛie ouer 
pour affections and make vou meeke ; and 
lo Jleane you fo his mercie, 


The fourth temptation, ariſing. 


of want of iuſtice in our cauſes, &c. 


I Can not denie, but your perſwaſions are 
vpon true warrant, & they ought greatly 
to mooue: yet me think you doe not ful- 

ly marke my caſe. For if I ſought any thing 
either at home in my houſe of my family, 
or abroade in the world of others, which 

were not both meete for a Chriſtian to de- 
maund, & in trueth mine owne flat right, 

I could ſee mine anger to be faultie, & pa- 

tiently learne to put vp the matter I truſt 

in time. But I tell you Faith, I doe not ſo: 
I ſeelee nothing, but, as I haue ſayd, myne 
 ewne due, what I ought to haue, and what 
I trucly pay for: & therefore I tell you in 


this 
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this caſe my choler hath more warrãt than 
you well marke. For it would touch any bo- 
die to looſe his right. And a man were bet- 
ter out of this world, thà to be robbed thus 

of iuſtice & lawful fauour as I am. It makes 
me wearie of my life: & I tell you I feele 

it ſtir within me, euen to ſtrike 3 with 
the wicked, & to doe as men may like me, 
that I may be quiet. 


e 
Softly Frailtie, ſoftlp, your tongue tum⸗ 
bleth to faſt, and pour nature I tell vou 
plaine bꝛeaketh out to much. Shall J loſe 
my laboz with vou, and pꝛeuaile nothing 
with either ſpeech oꝛ god will? Are pon 
not aſhamed with this affirmation , that 
if you ſought any thing vnlawfull, you 
could beare in meckeneſſe the dental?Why 
no thanks fo you. Thus could a Turke oz 
Heathen doe, and almoſt the Dinell: com⸗ 
mon reaſon would make them. But J tell 
you , except your meekeneſſe erceede this, 
vou ſhall neuer be ſaued. Foz the ſcripture 
is plane , there is no pꝛaiſe to be patient 
when a man deſerues of man his paine, 
but if when we doe wel, we ſuffer wzong; 
890 and 
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and pet be meeke g patient, this is accep⸗ 
table to God ſaith the Apoſtle. And even 
in your very caſe of ſutes and demaunds, 
that are but right, if iuſtice be not had, pet 
muſt this vertue of meekeneſſe remaine in 


s, as may euidently appeare in the verie 
next verſe of Matthew. Foz ther the Lo2d chap. f 


knowing the nature of fraile fleſh, how it 
would ſtartle and ſfo2me at this matter, 
and be tempted by it to fozſake his trueth, 
as it were of purpoſe hitteth your obtects 
on the mouth with his hand, and biddeth it 
ſtand backe, as not wozthie to appeare ? 
be heard , Foꝛ (Bleſſed ſaith he) are they 

that hunger and thirſt after righteouſi bells 

for they ſhall be ſatisfied. That is, bleſſed 


are they that notwithſtading they ſo mo⸗ 


derate their deres, as neuer they ſerke oz 
wiſh but what is iuſt and right, and their 
owne due debt, pet as hungry and thirſtie 


liue in patience t cannot be ſatiſſied with 


recept of iuſtice foz their owne.Wlefſed A 
ſay are theſe, they ſhalbe ſatil ſied. Wher 
pou lee euen with both your eyes, except 
vou wil wink, v euen in our own right we 
muſt want right ſomtimes in this wo2ld, 
t yet muſt be merke & godly & faithful _ 
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And in the ende we thalbe ſatiſſled, either 
of man, oꝛ God, oz both, as ſurely as we 
line. Ther foꝛe Frailtie, if it be poſſible ceaſe 
to be Frailtie, ᷑ gouerne affections by theſe 
ſweete pꝛomiſes of eternall truet. 
No want of iuſtice, no w2ongfull ops 
p2clſion, no croſſe and vnconſcionable dea- 
ling of men, mult make vs fall out with 
our God 02 ftrike hands with the wicked. 
God fo2bid,Shall we ſerue God no longer 
tha he will rule his wiſedome by our wil- 
dome, t ſerue our deſires fitly:1But woꝛds 
be but woꝛds, t yet J tell you theſe woꝛds 
are true reaſon, Notwithftiding tonſider 
you fo2 your cofirmation what godly men 
in p ſcriptures haue euer done:x if god wil 
haue mercie vpon vou, refoꝛme pour na- 
ture to their alowed courſe. A pay vou if 
à man ſerue at the alter, is it not reaſon 
that he line of the alter, that is, if a man 
ſpend himſelf, his bodie, his minde, his gods 
to inſtruct people in the way of —— 
and require of them againe meate, dꝛinke, 
e clothing foꝛ his paines, doth he require 
a thing vnreaſonable, oz doth he demande 
I” moꝛe than is his due right? Yet dyd 
Paul the dere ſeruant of the L02d hunger 
and 


j . | 
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and thirſt after this righteouſneſſe, æ had 
it not. For vnto this houre ſaith he of him- 
ſelfe, we both hunger & thirſt, and are na- 
ked,& are buffeted,& haue no certain dwel 
ling place, &c. Pet was he merke, patient, 
t his affections oꝛderlp fo2 all this, 4 pet 
he had not his right as you ſe, What dyd 
Pauid again defire at Sauls hand, but that 
ſince he badde voutlated to make him his 
ſonne in law, he would like wiſe vſe him ſo, 
oꝛ af leaſt as a true ſubiect © ſeruãt, with 
ſafetie of life till he deſerued wozſe 2 And 
was not this right and his very due: Yet 
pleaſed it God Dauid ſhould hunger, and 
thirſt foꝛ this righteouſneſle, and not haue 
it. And pet vou lee J lap againe it was his 
right. What dyd Ioſeph hunger and thirſt 
foꝛ, but to be reputed honeſt, when he was 
honeſt, and not ſtained with v crume which 
his ſoule abhozred 2 Pet did he want it. 
What did all the P2ophets and Martirs 
deſire,buf Gods gloꝛp fo be increaſed, and 
their owne liues laued when they deſer- 
ued no death? Pet did they want it. Nay 
what did euen Chꝛiſt himſelle hunger and 
thirſt foꝛ, whileſt he here liued, but the ri⸗ 
ing vp of Gods kingdome in the harts of 
Pe men, 


. Cor. 4.78 == 
2, Cor. 15 
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men, and the ſaluation of their ſoules⸗ et 
euen this right and due to him, and this 


great & endleſſe god to men themſelues, 


thele merke, and gentle, and quiet in theyz 


could he not obtaine, but hungring and 
thirſting after it, was deſpiſed and ſcoz⸗ 
ned, and in the ende killed. Yet were all 


affections, notwithſtanding all this, and 
neuer fretted themſelues at the crwked 
courſe of a curſed world, but ſtaped them⸗ 
ſelues, and at the Loꝛds hands they were 
all ſatiſſied in the ende, accoꝛding to this 
pꝛomiſe, Ve haue heard that it hath bene 


ſaide an cie for an eie, and a tooth for a 


tooth, but I ſaye vnto you reſiſt not euell: 
but whoſdeuer ſhal ſmite thee on the right 
cheeke z turne to him the other alſo. Pea, 
euen pet further, they thus wꝛonged in 


the world ſpake of merkeneſſe, and com⸗ 


mended it both to themſelues and others. 
Foz Learne of mee, (ſaieth our Sauiour 


Chꝛiſt) that IJ am meeke, and lowly in 


hart. And them that be meeke (ſaith Da- 
uid) ſhall the Lorde guide in judgement, 


and ſuch as be gentle, them {hall he teach 


his way. Wherefo2e J conclude if it plea⸗ 
ſed the Lo2de thus to deale euer with his 
155 childzen, 
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childꝛen, k euen with his owne deere ſonne 
vet ſatiſfiyng the in the ende, and hath in 
mercte made a faithful pꝛomiſe to deale no 
woꝛſe with vs in the ende, if we will be 
content: truelp then no want of iuſtice, 
euer in our moſt rightcous ſutes and de⸗ 
maundes, ſhould make vs intemperate, but 
rather dꝛiue vs to this pꝛomiſe, and in it 
wer to be cõtent with all meeke mildneſſe, 
both of har t, tongue, and countenance, till 
the Loꝛd ſee his tune to ſatiſfie vs. And J 
p2ay vou Frailtie cõſider of it. ou ſee it W 
vour eies, pour excuſe is nought, be pour 
right neuer ſo god, c your wꝛong neuer lo 
great. But we cannot doe what we ſhould 
doe euer, and eſpecially in theſe hard con⸗ 
tflicts. Pet as neere as we can, let vs be ru⸗ 
led, and dꝛaw to this heauenly vertue dats 
ly moꝛe & moꝛe of miekeneſſe x pat ience. 
Ik we will not, ſurely as we liue, wh the 
Loꝛd hath tried vs a while with mercie ſ&- 
king dur god + cannot bow vs, he will af 
laſt ſcourge vs in anger, c fierceli bꝛeak vs. 
At p iudge ſhold ſay it, oꝛ any moꝛtal man, 
be tõtent 3 will ſatil ſie pou, we wold be 
quiet, ⁊ ſhal Þ god of heauen x earth ſo ſap⸗ 
1 ing not be nn; regarded? . „ 


— —ä—— r: 


* 
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The Lo2de ſhew his wozke vpon vs: fo? 
other wiſe, if there be a hell, oꝛ he be a god, 
this intollerable contempt of ſo ſwete a 
pꝛomiſe, and ſo ſure a bleſſing will haue a 
ſcoꝛtching reward at the laſt. J can ſay no 
moze Frailtic, but bid you loke vpon his 
owne woꝛds, he ſaith you are bleſſed when 
you are oppꝛeſſed fo2 want of right, if vou 
will be content, and you ſhall of his owne 
ſelfe be fruely & fully (atiſfted,if you will 
mildly tary fo2 it. Now if vou wil call him 
lier to his face,and ſay you are miſerable 
becauſe you are fo dealt withal, oꝛ not hap- 
pie neither ſhall it be better with vou vn⸗ 
leſſe vou will leaue his lawes, and ioyne 
_ felowſhip with the wicked, you may woꝛk 
pour owne woe, and who can help it? But | 
| J hope better of vou, and J with better to 
vou, which you ſhal neuer mille if you wil 
be mike. And ſo let the Loꝛd wozk with 


pou, vou ſee his word, and pou know my 
minde. || | 


: T he fifth temp tation againſt 


mercifulneſſe by reaſon of vn- 
1i- thankefulneſſe, FP ( 


Fratltie, 


Agar rea. on. — 2 
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1 Frailtie. ; 
Ince then you are ſo plaine and com- 

A fortable, Iwill yet further bewray my 
> ſecrete aſſaults vnto you, if I ſhall not 

be troubleſome, & craue your ſtregth 
as in theſe , hoping when the remedie ap- 
pointed of God is vſed, it will preuaile with 
mee. I doe then ouer & beſide all theſe, find 
many other infirmities & euen in any thing 
that God hath commaunded, ſomething or 
other faſt creepeth vpon mee to ſlacke mee 
from that dutie which I know to be inioy- 
ned mee. As firit in dealing with ſuch as 
haue necde of my help as a good Chriſtian 
ſhould,truely you wil not beleeue how the 
1ngratitude of y world quencheth my hart, 
& ſtayeth my hand. For ſee the courſe of 
men & the naughtineſſe of natures in theſe 
euill dates. Let a man lend his poore neigh- 
bour ſomething to helpe him with all,as 
God commaundeth , or let him euen giue 
cleerely for euer to him, yet ſhall he neuer 
a whit be better loued of a number for it: 
but if he lend, be driven to ſue for his own: 
and if he giue, haue rather vnkindneſſe, & 
a tanting ſcornefull ſpeech, than any other 
D. iii. com- 


54 Aconferencebetwixt 
commendable and thankfull conſideration 
for his good will. Whereby J am often (I 
confeſſe my corruption) driuen euen to the 
point of this worldly and wicked concluſi- 
on with my ſelfe, Let the ſinke or ſwimme, 

tor me, I will ſeelce to liue my ſelf out of all 

mens daungers, & I will neither borow, nor 
lend, giue nor take, malce nor meddle. Let 
other mens wants be other mens woes, and 

God help thẽ, ther are many wayes to malce 

a ami poore, though his had be hard inough. 
Now this I know is vngodly, and I was not 
borne to doe thus, yet Frailtie, Lam, and 
by reaſon of the monſtcrous ingratitude 
that the world aboundeth with, perforce I 
confeſſe it, I am often driuen towards this 
rockæ. Againe I ſec cuery man euen from 
the head to the foote , ſo giuen to halting, 
cogging, gloſing, lying. ſoothing, ſinootlüng 
flattermg, & diſſembling, & ſo thereby to 
win fauour, to win wealth,to win friends & 

countenãce in their dealings, that me think 

I cannot ſtand any longer in the innocen- 

cie of a good conſcience, but I mult doe as 
they doe,that I may get what they get.Yet 
know I this to be diueliſh, but J am Frai/- 
tie by name, and I feare mee by nature I 

|| {hall 


—— 
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ſhall be no leſſe. Thirbly when any vnqui- 
etneſſe growes in towne and countrie, or 
any iarring vnkindneſſe, I ſce ſuch hazard 
in dealing betwixt them, ſuch ſabtilties & 
fetches to make a man a partie in y which 
his foule hated, and ſo to trouble him, and 
let the beſt be ſuppoſed , I ſee vſually fo 
ſmall thanke gotten of either partie, but 
euen the contrarie, that I aſſure you, I fitte . 
ſtill & let them bate the fire that made the 
fire, and themſelues waſt one an other, and 
a thouſand moe too for mee, if they will. 
Notwithſtanding my conſcience accuſeth 
me ſecretly,that this is not wel done of me. 
And thus indangered without, and accuſed 
within, me think my caſe is hard and gree - 
nous. But I will not weary you with any 
mo of my infirmities. For I cuen ſhame to 
ſhew you theſe, but that you are Faith, a 
friend where you take ſtrong & comforta- 
ble, and gaue me libertie to be thus bould 


with you before. 


Faith. 
In ded Frailtie you are,whe theſe things 
thus flowe vppon you , vet Frailtie may 
vou ceaſe to be, by the grace of god, if pou 
D.liii. will 
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will diligent ly weigh what ſtrength in the 
ſcripture is miniſtred againſt them. Foz 
to begin with you firſt, and letting ſtoꝛe of 
other ſcriptures paſſe to keepe me fill in 
this fift of Matthew, cuidetly it may ther 
appeare, that the Lo2d knew it would al⸗ 
ault his childꝛen t therefoze vttered this 
1 ſenfence, no doubt of purpoſe fo confirme . 
Mathew g them ſtill, that Bleſſed are the merciful, for 
| they ſhall obtaine mercie . Uherein if it 
were wel marked, there is comfoꝛt hidden 
euen ſufficient againſt this vile ſuggeſtid. 
Foz ſhal the Loꝛd of heauen ſet a bleſſing 
vpon the head of a thing e we not be mo⸗ 
ued with it? Nay hall if not moꝛe moue 
vs, than all 5 y lpeeches oz conceptes in the 
woꝛld to y'\cofrary tending: Nhat though 
a dull hart lay, let all men periſh, ſo I map 
be late, oꝛ what though a thouſad pollicies | 
pꝛicke to a pꝛiuate regard aboue meaſure | 
_ © of pziuate welbeing doe we not heare with q 
our eares, and ſ& with our eies, the ſpech || 
of truth which ſhall ſtand when heauen £ | 
earth ſhall fall, Bleſſed is the mercifull:Ei⸗ 
ther then make God kalſe, oꝛ this bleſſing i 
allured to the vertue euer. And if it be aſ- f 
EO! nener en the conceptes of a 
g wit leſſe 
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witleſſe woꝛld, but conſider the vertue in 
if ſelfe, and what it ſhall pull vpon you, 
Then to the imagination of want y map - 
grow by this grace, and to the ſting that 
KAriſleth vpon their ingratitude, whome we 
haue baue mercifull vnto, oppoſe the pꝛo⸗ 
miſe that foloweth in the place, For they 
ſhall obtaine mercie . Doeth a man ob⸗ 
taine mercie when he is in this woꝛlde 
made woꝛſe, and in the world to come no 
better: No, vou know he doth not, and 
therefoze it mult needes follow, that this 
pꝛomiſed mercie implieth a greater god 
than euer can come harme by a liberall & 
mercifulhad in oꝛder, either in this woz2id, 
oꝛ in the other, oꝛ in both. And it hath con⸗ 
firmat ion alſo of ſcriptures beſide, Fo2 1 
haue bene young (ſaith the Pzophct Da- 
uid) and now am olde, yet ſaw I neuer the 37-25 
| righteous forſaken , nor his ſeede begging 
their bread. But the righteous is euer mer 
| cifull and lendeth, aiid his ſedi is bleſſed. 
| And againe in an other Pſalme, A good r12.5 
man 15 mercifull and lendeth, and he Thall 
neuer be moued,but had in cuerlaſting re- 


membrance.UWhereby it is plaine # plain 
enough, that let the woꝛld and her chick⸗ 
D. v, ens 
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ens be aschurliſh as they may be, pet 
2 mercie is gainefull by the pzomile of the 
2.02d vnto the mercifull. And moze ſhould | 
we regard, what our God liketh, loueth, 
t bleſſeth, than what with wozldly wzet-s 
ches getteth reward. Yet eucn here alſo 
it hath his p2aiſe,as you may ſee by pzofe 
31.2. Inlobandothersmany,though not perad- 
Proc. 26 uenture euer in all that are moſt bound 
vnto it. UAherefoꝛe cuen a thouſand times 
we ſhould contemne this rude nature ol 
vnrefoꝛzmed woꝛldlings, & let them be as 
vnnkinde, as vngratefull , and as peruerſe [ 
as their coꝛruption can make them, if the 
202d ſoften our hartes, and giue vs this 
vertue of mercie, our reward is certaine, 
the bill of our bleſſedneſſe is ſigned, & we, 
as we could euer deſire, aſſured to be gai⸗ 
ners. Sincke it then Frailtie in your hart, | 
ik J map obtain any thing of pou, c heare 
not theſe things without any pꝛofit. Pon- 
der y god p2omiled in pour minde, x pon⸗ 
der the frueth of him that pꝛomiſeth it, 
Ood ok heauen 4 earth , Af the god coun⸗ 
teruaile pour hurt, as a thouſand times 
it doth, pour temptation is ſtrengthned, x 6 
if he neuer ne hath giuen his ings 1 
02 
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fo2 papmẽt of pou, it is moze ſtrengthned, 
but both of theſe are true, t therfoꝛe God 
giue you vſe of the, p bleſſing of merciful- 
neſle to all that truely neede pour help, is 
aſſured. This were pnough then ik you be 
not vtterly fallen out with mer, x will cre⸗ 
dit nothing that Faich telleth vou, to ſfay 
your ſteps in this godly dutie of mercie, 
pet regarding your nature rather than p 
ntede of the thing, adde bnto all this but 
ſome lifle view in yaur minde of p vertue 
it ſelfe in it ſelf,# it may be you (hal finde 
ftrenath increaſed by it. Js it not in his 
nature think vou an aſſured vertue, y god 
maketh euer any pꝛomiſe of reward vnto? 

Oꝛ can it make miſerabley the Lo2d ſaith, 
maketh blefſed?D? is it not cauſe ynough 14.1, 56 
to continue you euer in the p2actiſe of it, Coloſ.z.1z 
the Loꝛd ſo offen,ſoearneſtly,+ſogeneral- 

ly to all eſtates commanndeth if? Surely 

it is, & therefo2e mercie in it nature is a 

moſt not able vertuc. Js it not to be hono⸗ 

red that maketh men in whom it is ſo re⸗ 
nowned , as y all ages ſpeake © waite of 
their names and natures fo2 it? But this 

bertue of mercie hath bene ſich fo many, 

t therefoze in all trueth, a notable vertue. 
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Foz pꝛofe of my aſſertion, I let paſſe the 
multitude of the faithfull > whome either 
ſcriptures oꝛ ſtoꝛies, oꝛ pꝛeſent pꝛactiſe, as 
pet amongſt vs hono2ably ſpeake & think 
of, And J remeber you onely of his name, 
whole nature in this action (being an hea⸗ 
then) hath often well liked me Alexander 
the great. NUhome when one Perillus hum⸗ 
bly beſought to help him with ſome money 
towards the beſtowing of his daughter in 
mariage, by 4 by he commanded fiftie ta⸗ 
lents to be giuen vnto him: and when the 
man refuſed ſo great a gift, ſaying, that 
ten talents would ſaffiſe, being told of it 
he alſo aunſ wered, that it behwued a god 
nature, not onely to conſider what an ho⸗ 
nei friend doeth al ke, but what his abili⸗ 


tie is wel to ſpare and giue. Thinking be⸗ 


like (which in trueth is often ſo in derde) 
that either modeſtie, oꝛ feare,oz ſome one 
regard oꝛ other, may make an honeſt na- 
ture, not aſ ke fo much as in derde he ſtan⸗ 
deth in neede of many a time, & therefoze 
good reaſon a faithfull friend ſhould haue 
reſpect to ſuch an one aboue his aſking 
euer. Nas not this a ſwete nature then, 
and a netable; vertue in this man: Oꝛ can 

any 
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au man reade this of him, and not loue 
and like him foz it. Great ther efoꝛe is the 
pꝛaiſe of mercie and tender kindnelle euer. 
By mercie we reſemble God, and pꝛoue 


our ſelues his childꝛen: Foꝛ our heauenly Luke. &. 


father is mercifull. By mercie we become 
inſtruments & as it were amners to the 
Loꝛde fo deliuer his gratious benefits to 
our bꝛethꝛen, and euen very equitie reqni⸗ 


reth it at our hands, that if we finde mer⸗ 


cie our ſelues in all our needes with God, 
we ſhould not denie it in their wants vn⸗ 


that euill ſeruant in the Goſpell , that he 
ſhould haue foꝛgiuen, becauſe he was fo2- 


giuen himſelfe, t ſhewed kindeneſle to his 


felow, ſince he had found it with the Loꝛd 
hunſelfe.Laſt of all that fearefull thꝛeat o 

mercie euer to be denied to vs, if we deny 
it our ſelues to others ſhould ſtrengthen 
and ſtaie vs in this vertue fo2 euermoꝛe. 
Therefoꝛe loke not J ſape againe vppon 


mens acceptance of our doeings, but loke 


vpon the vertue it ſelfe, how it adoꝛneth a 
man, how it commendeth a man, and how 
it maketh his fame to flie both farre and 


neere in euere place. And loke * 
urs 


to our bꝛethꝛen Fo2 ſo ſaith the Lo2d to Mach. 18 
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ſure reward, that is pꝛomiſed to it by the 
Loꝛd. If you be mercifull you ſhal be bleſ⸗ 
ſed, if you be mercifull you ſhal haue mers 
cie, if you be merciful! vou ſhalbe renow- 


5 Loꝛds, becauſe you reſemble his nature, 
and if you be not, both God and man ſhall 


curſe you : Therefoze be mercifull, This 


may incourage vs, ⁊ this will incourage 


quite departed from vs. But as it is needs 
full that this vertue ſhould be in vs, ſo is 
it as needefull that it be rightly in vs, foꝛ 
other wile we deceiue our ſelues,+ we ſhal 
mille the reward in the ende. And there⸗ 
fo2e as J haue indeuoꝛed to ſtirre you vp 


vnto it, ſo it ſhall not be vnp2ofitable per⸗ 
fure altogether if J alſo direct vou 


adu 
a litle in it. Some then haue thought this 


vertue to haue bene deliuered in the verſe 


befoze which we haue heard of vnder the 
name of meekeneſſe, but in deed they differ 
much, Fo2 meckenelle the is he wed, when 
we our ſelues are wꝛonged, t pet reuenge 
not, but put it vp and leaue it to the Loꝛd. 
And mercie when we our ſelues being no 

way burt pet are touched &E moued with 


ned, pou ſhall aſſure your ſoule Þ vou are 


vs cerfaincly Frailtie, if the Lo2de be not 


other 


| 
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other mens wants, and euen ſuffring with 
them becauſe they ſuffer , indeuour our 
ſelues to our abilitie to relieue & help the, 
So that this vertue of mercie as you le, 
ſtandeth of two parts, to wit, ot a tender 
feeling, and compaſſion within vs, x of an 


dut warde louing helpe with our abilitie 


whatſoeuer it is without vs. The miſerie 
of man is of two ſoꝛtes, and ther efoꝛe alſo 
this merciful pitie © help of as many, Fo2 
either a man wanteth what is nedefull 
foz his ſoule,o2 what is conuenient foꝛ his 


bodie. And both of theſe doth a mercifull 


Chziſttan fender and pitie, and help, as he 
can. Of the fozmer we haue a p2wfe in the 


example ot our ſauiour Chꝛiſt, whoſe bow- Marke. a. 
* ells euen perned and hart aked to ſ& the 


ſpirituall miſerie and want of that great 
multitude that then he ſawe being deſti⸗ 
fute of knowledge r altogether as wan- 
dering ſhepe without a ſheepheard. Of the 


ſecond we haue a p2afe alſo in the Samati- Lake ra, 


ean,whoſe merciful nature ſhewed it ſelfe 
foward bodily wafs,x outward griefes of 
him p therues had ſo ill hãdled. And i both 
theſe you ſee y parts 4 ſpake ol, namelp in⸗ 


Mith⸗ 
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Without which neuer can this vertue 
ſtande , noꝛ we be liked either of God 02 


man. oz if we pitie and yet help not, that 


feareful ſpcech of lohn lighteth on vs, How 
dwelleth the loue of God in vs, ànd we ſhal 
aſſuredip heare it in the day of iudgemẽt, 
When I was naked yee clothed me not, 
when I whas hungrie ye fed me not, and 
ſo fw2th.gnd if we help a man in his need, 
t pet doe it. not vpon any tender compaſ⸗ 
ſion toward him, but vpon a iolitie # pꝛide 
in our ſelues, and vpon an imagination orf 
merite fo2 the wozke ſake, oꝛ ſuch like, it 
it is lothſome:againe, all that euer we doe 
to the Loꝛd, and we loſe our reward, Jf 
you doubt of this, you may ſe it pꝛoued in 
the Phariſtes, whoſe almes abounded, and 


made a gloꝛious ſhew. But becauſe they 


let h weightier matters pale, as iudgemẽt 


and mercie & fidelitie, their outward deeds 


had neuer reward. Therſoꝛe euen a thou- 
ſand times marke it, how want of right 
diſpoſition in the bart, maketh out warde 
dealing of giftes, be it neuer ſo magnifi- 
call, but phariſaicall and wicked: againſt 


that blockiſh aſſertion of ſome, that p deed 
done mut nerdes be rewarded. This ten⸗ 


der 
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der feeling doeth the Apoſtle both p2ofeſle 
in himſelfe,and require in others. In him⸗ * 
ſelfe, when he aſketh who is weake r he 
is not weake, who is offended and he bur- 
neth not? In others, when he ſaith,wepe x om. 12. 
with them that weepe , and rebuketh the 

Corinthians, foz that they ſeeing ſo great a 

fall of their bꝛother, were puffed vp e dyd 

not rather ſozow . So well thus you {& Cor. 15. 
what manner of mercie mult be in vou, it 
it be allowed of the Lozd. Now how this How mer. 

god vertue is begotten · in vs, let vs alſo cifulnes is 

conſider, and beſide diners others v might wroughe 
be named, you ſhall ſ& the woꝛkers of it men. 
eſpectally and aboue other meanes to bee 
experience and ſight , Fo2 the firſt we lee Were rg 
it in the wiſedome of the Loꝛde our God 
moſt plainelp, who therfoze gaue his owne 
ſonne a ſenſe of our woes, that experience 
might make him a moꝛe mercifull, readie 
and carefull regarder of our ſutes. It be- 
hooued him (ſaith p Apoſtle) in all things 
to be made like to his brethren,y he mig t Heb. 2.17. 
be a mercifull & faithfull high Prieſt. And 
again, We haue not an high Prieſt that can 
not be touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities, but we haue one that was in all 
. E things 


2. Cor. 


415 
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things tempted in like ſort, yet without ſin, | 
concluding thervpon p2eſently.Let vs ther- | 
fore goe boldly to the throne of grace, that 
uwe may receiue mercie, and grace to ne 


in time of neede . Why ſo? Aſluredlp be⸗ 
cauſe we can neuer fele that want which 
he knoweth not, and knowing, experience 
wozketh effectually a redie regard & help. 
— Wherevppon by the way, we may ground 
a great comfoꝛt againft any crolle if wee 
marke it. oꝛ thus may we think, if mer- 
cifulneſſe make vs bleſſed, and experience 
make vs merciful,the whenſoeuer 8 Lo2d 
giueth vs any taſt of wo, he doth but ſchole 
vs vnto happineſſe. But J paſſe it ouer, E 
now let vs conſider, what a very monſter 
& vglie beaſt in nature he is, who hauing 
hunſclfe dꝛunk of the beggars dich, z taſted 
p ſmart of needy want, pet neuer p moꝛe is 
moued in tender kindnelle to others, whe 
God hath made him able to help them, but 
as b:alle oꝛ iron turneth both hand & hart 

17 awap, when pitifull ſutes are made vnto 
Sieht a him fo2 ſome comfoꝛt. And then view wee | 
worker of in like manner the fo2ce of ſight in ſuch ex⸗ 
merciful- amples as we haue commended to vs in 

neſſe · the ſcriptures. DESI oe 
4 N When 
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| When Pharaohs daughter ſawe little 
Moſes in the baſket , ſhe pitted it: when Ev od. 


Teſus ſawe the multitude, he hadde com- Mach.r4 | 


paſſion on them, and healed all their ſicke: 


pitied the: when he ſaw the woman wrde 1. Brus 7. 
Whole ſonne was dead, he pitied her: when Luke 10. 
the Samaritan ſaw the wounded man, he 
pitted hun: when the Lo2d ſaw his debter 
fall dowunc,he foꝛgaue him all:and he that 
ſeth his bother want, & furneth his face 
away, W how is the loue of God in him 
with a number ſuch. So that ſight J ſape 
aboue either hearing 02 many other meas 
nes, is a vehement wozker of this vertue 
in vs, il we be the Lo2ds : © of this vertue 
not in part, but in whole,fo2 if you marke 
the examples againe, you ſhall neither ſee 
pittie without help, noꝛ help without en⸗ 
tire compallts in them, but both together, 
the one following euer after and vpon the 
other: which if it be ſo, then ſhould — take 
a view of our ſelues occaſioned by this 
doctrine,and diligently weigh what either 
ſight of other mens woes, oꝛ hearing, oz as 
ny other meanes woꝛketh in vs; and if we 
wes a flintie bart within vs, whatſoeuer 
TIT C.it, we 


when he ſawe their want of teachers, he Marke. 6. 


Luke. *. 


4 
. x 
— * * 7 * 
% 


. 
— 8 " AS: vi ns: = — 


- PS 
er eee P . r gn reorder, ws n x 


| 
{ 
| 


| 
111 


r 


„ ˙ rw 


8 ‚J OO A OI TORR PO YA. e — 
E 


E  CCRRCV _CrCc—lnbnnrcn—cul Ez 


2 


63 Aconferencebetwixt 

we ſe 02 heare , iudge then betimes what 
will be our caſe at one fume oꝛ other, whe 
bleſſed ſhall be the mercifull . Surely we 
lames 2.z3 {Hall finde what the Loꝛd hath ſpoken, that 
f iudgement without mercie ſhall be vnto 

vs, becauſe we haue ſhewed no mercie. 
And if we finde the contrarie, as greatly 
may it toy vs againe on p other ſide. But 
J forget any ſelf in following this diſcourſe 
to farre, and therefoꝛe here will J cut it 
off: once againe deſiring vou neither in this 
ver tue, noꝛ others euer ſo much to regard 
what the wozld doth thinke, as what the 
God of heanen that made the wo2ld,doeth 
iudge. Foꝛ if you doe, you ſhall neuer whi⸗ 
leſt you line keepe a ſtreight courſe in any 
god , The Loꝛde ſaith the mercifull man 
ſhall be bleſſed , therefoze ſhame vnto the 
face p once auoucheth it, that mercie ma⸗ 
keth miſerable, The Lozd accepteth it, let 
the wo2ld neglect it: the Loꝛd rewardeth 
it, let a ſenſeleſſe woꝛldling be neuer ſo vn⸗ 
gratekull, and what the Lozd rewardeth, 
it can neuer make a man wozſe rf he ble 
it, therſoꝛe be merciful, What ſhould J ſay? 
Certainelp Frailtie, till God become falſe, 
fill his bleſſings become curſings, his pꝛo⸗ 


miſes 
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miſes vnpzofitable, and his rewardes not 
wo2th hauing, the feeling hart e the help- 
ing hand,head,tongue,o2 any member git 
92 abilitie in vs can neuer impoueriſh vs 
beyond our god, as vou plainely ſe : and 
therefoze your temptation is aunſwered, 
and your weakeneſſe ſtrengthened, if the 
Lo2dgraunt you feeling x vſe of his wozd: 


which J trulk he wb beſeech him "Or 
he map. 


Strength againſt Bilal 


on, the ſixt temptation. 


Our next temptation ariſeth by diſli⸗ 
mulation, and a mightie motion you 
finde to doe as the woꝛld doeth. But Frail- 
tie, would you leaue to thinke gaine to beg 
godlineſſe, and beginne to think onelp god⸗ 
lineſſe to be gaine, as the Apoſtle teacheth, 
ka little to weigh with your ſelfe , what 
in euery age eunery honeſt man ec woman 
hath thought of this beaſtly vice, were if 
neuer ſo generall , ſurely you would finde 
krength againſt it in your ſelfe, a mar⸗ 

uelous hatred kindled in your hart ot it 1 
_—_— verily , Foz there is nothing that 


E. iii. pul⸗ 


4 | | 
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pulleth any body into this Metamorpho- 
ſis of nature, but a careleſſe contempt of al 
opinions of vs, ſo we may flouriſh and get 
our deſire of this curſed woꝛld. Which A 
mult ſaie againe is a beaſtlp vice in man 
dz woman, becauſe it ſo maketh them that 
pſe it, this being euer y pꝛopertie of a man, 
to pꝛeferre honeſty beſoꝛe all btilitie. Now 
Scripture if vou aſke what hath bene thought, J am 
againſt it. ahl toſhew vou euen vnder one ſight both 
Sod and man againtt it, t man not onely 
Chꝛiſtian, but heathen, ſuch as beſide the 
light of nature had no direction by p Lo2d; 
Eſay. a9. Foꝛ Woe vnto them ſaith the Loꝛd, that 
ſeeke deep to hide their counſells from me. 
That is, v carrie moꝛe ſhow than truth, 
as they doe which are outwardly religi⸗ 
21 ous and inwardly moſt pꝛophane contem⸗ 
pſal 12. ners of the ſame, Help Lord ſaith the P20- 
phet Dauid,for it is high time, there is not 
one godly man left, but the faithful are mi- 
niſned from the children of men: they talk 
of vanitie euery man with his neighbour, 
they doe but flatter with their lips, and diſ- 
# | ſemble with their dubble hart. And the in þ 
=E deteſtation of ſo vyle a thing p ſpirit of the 
BB! Pꝛophet bꝛeaketh out into a * a 
—— | Or 
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Lord rote out, ſaith he,ſuch deceitfull lips. 


Mhich certainly is a ſpeach that ſhould 
pearce vs depe,when we conſider & think 
of it. The Apoſtle Peter alſo crieth vnto al 
that feare God, Laie aſide all maliciouſ- 1 · Pet. 2. 
reſſe, and all guile and all diſsimulation, en- 
ue, and all euill ſpeaking, oppoſing theſe to 

the ſincere milk of the woꝛd of God, which 
all men ought to deſire,y they may grow. 
thereby, as things that cannot agree and 
dwell together in any man. And if we 
marke examples, was it not, J p2ay you, 
horrible thing foz Simeon and Leuie to 

pꝛetend ſuch friendſhip to the Sichemites, 

and to harboꝛ ſecretly ſo blodie conceifs? 
Pi not the Soule of thep2 godly Father 
Jacob deteſt both ſuch men and ſuch dea⸗ 
linges 2 Was it not vile and vnſeming 
either fo2 a king, oꝛ an honeſt man to dilſ⸗ 
ſemble fuch liking of Dauid, as that h& 1.5am.18 
would giue him his daughter to wife, and 21. 
pet meane nothing thereby in trueth but 
fo ſnare him, and fo wozke his certaine 
ouerthꝛow by it? Such loue come to them 
that long fo2 it, and ſich fathers in law 
God kepe vs euer from, may we thinke 
and _ if wee marke it 
63 | Eli. Was 
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on 


1 Sam.20 
16. 


- tt ſill appeare vnto vou clearer,y deteſta⸗ 
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euen to thinke of that curſled courtier lo- 
abs ſpeach: Art thou in health my brother 


Amaſa, and leaning foꝛward to kiſſe hum, 
ſecretly to ſtab him with his dagger that 


this cruell vice and theſe are the fruits of 
ſuch vnnaturall men as haue caried faces 
vnder an hod moe than they would ſhew, 


which alluredly the Loꝛd hath cauſed to be 
witten to confirme our hartes in an vn⸗ 


fained loathing of it, ſeme it neuer ſuch 
wiſedome in a wicked wozld,and bꝛing it 
neuer ſuch gaine to the vſers of it. Now 
on the contrary ſide conſider againe what 
a laſting pꝛaiſe is giuen to the contrarie, 


namelp to ſincere and faithfull, true and 


plain honeſt dealing with all men. So ſhal 


ble in the eyes of God is a gloſing toung, 


Pſal. 34. 


with an hollow halting # diſlembling hart. 
What man is he ſaith the Prophet Dauid, 
that liileth to liue & would fame ſee good 


dayes, let him keepe his tongue frõ euill, & 


his ps & that they * no guile. As if he 
thould 


Was i not a deteſtable nature in Cain 
vnder a bzothers face to diſſemble a mur⸗ 
dering hart and minde? Can vou abide but 


he died p2eſently? Theſe are the eſfectes o 


dne wap oz other, let them doe what they 


' Cuen the man ſaith the Loꝛd p amongeſt 
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ould ſap, halters will be halted with all, 


can, and ſo euill a nature ſhall finde either 


with God oꝛ man oz with both at laſt a 
deſerued recompence and therefoze be ſim⸗ 
ple. Againe in an other plate, Bleſſed is the pſal. 32. 


man in whoſe ſpirit there is no guile. And 
againe, Lord who ſhall dwell in thy taber⸗ 
nacle, or who ſhall reſt vpon thy holy hill. 


other vertues hath this by name to ſpeak 


the trueth, when he ſpeaketh,fro his hart. 


And what a ſpeach is that of the Apoſtle 
Paul to the Corinthians, Our reioycing is 2. Cor. i. 1a 
this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, that Pſal.15 
in ſimplicitie and godly pureneſſe, and not 
in fleſhly wiſedome, we haue had our con- 
uerſation in the world. His conſciente boꝛe 
him witneſle of plaine dealing euer and it 
ioped him. Ours crye within vs, our dif 
ſembling is monſtrous, and ſhall it neuer 
think wee, bꝛing ſozrow to vs? Reade at 
pour leaſure the firſt of Syrach from the 
33. verſe to p ende. Ncuer foꝛget alſo the 
commendation that Chꝛiſt giueth to Na- 
thaniel. But what ſhould J heape vp any | 
moe tefkimonies 2 Pay J not illreferrs - 

| E. v. you 
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pou to the fifth of Matthew, and you there 
ſ& euen this temptation alſo as one that 
ſhould aſſalt the godly pꝛouided foz in theſe 
Bleſſed are the pure in hart, for they 
Mall ſee God. Conſider then of it well, 


Flrailtie, and be aſſured wher ther is a bleſ⸗ 


ſing ſet vpon the head of the vertue, there 
is alſo a curſe ſet vpon the head of p vice 
euer. If they be bleſſed of the Lo2d, that 
reſerue in themſelues, not withſtanding al 
temptations to the contrarie, an honeſt, 
kaithfull, ſimple, true dealing, and meaning 
hart toward all men, and in whole ſpirits 
there is no guile, tyen as vou liue, pou max 
aſſure your ſoule the contrarp are curſed 
befoze the face ot hun that is truth it ſelfe 
E neuer any thing but trueth. And what⸗ 
ſocuer they gaine and get in the wozlde, 
they gaine and get the Diuel and all with 
it, vnleſle the Loꝛd turne their harts. But 
let this ſuffice a while touching God and 
his wo2de , how they doe alowe this vice 
 wherevnfo. pon fele your ſelfe ſo greatly 
fcmptfed. And a little alſo weigh his chil⸗ 


' | Fathers a. dars iudgemẽt of it, ; auntit᷑t graue e gods 
s inſt it. i fathers ot his Church. S. Chryſoſtome 


ring 
this 


waiting vpon þ 7. ol Matthew g coſive 
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this flie nature ol men r women, ſo faiths 
fall in ſhew, 4 ſo faifhleſſe in p2ofe, bꝛea⸗ 
keth out into this deteſtation of it; Fie, fie, 
ſaith he, what a courſe is this? If it be a 
ſhame to ſceme to be falſe and nought,is it 
not more ſhame to be ſo in deede? There- 
fore either be as thou ſeemeſt, or ſeeme as 
thou art euer. Where you plainelp ſe, the 


true loathing , that this godly father lod⸗ 


ged of this vice in his hart. S. Auſtine ſpea⸗ 


king vpon the woꝛds of Chꝛiſt fo Natha- 
niell, concludeth this gloꝛious gloſſe p ma⸗ 


ny make, this deepe diſſembling that mas 
ny vle,to be a ſpectall of the general head 
fraude and deceit, the very naming wher⸗ 
of we all abho2re. And vpon theſe woꝛdes 
againe of the Pſalme : Keepe thy tongue 
from euill, and thy lippes that they ſpeake 
no guyle. Then ſaith he, is it freacherous 
Fraud, Cum aliud in peltore clauſum habe- 
tur, aliud promittitur aut verbo aut actione. 

Whẽ one thing is hiddẽ in hart, & an other 
thing promiſed either by worde or action. 
Now of y» cotrary vertue opt ly t expꝛeſlꝑ 
he affirmeth, 5 the ſimple, God hartily los 


 ueth,+ an other ſheweth who they be, euen 
ther whole dealings are without pleites 


and 


— ; 
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Simplices and fouldes E wzincklesenery way.Again 


quaſi fine that ſimplicitie and plaine open honeſtie, 
pe 6 that is contrary to fraude eſubfilfie euer 
3 "5 n is commended ſaith Lactantius. And ſimpli⸗ 
Lib. titie is euer toyned with true wil dame 
ſaith Tertullian. No vertue ſo neceſſarie 
betwirt man and man, as humble ſimpli⸗ 
titie 6 modeſt grauitie, ſaith an other. And 
to conclude, i we regarde the ſentences £ 
iudgements of anp, but our ſelues certain⸗ 


ip me think it ſhould neuer be fo2gotten, 


what S. Hierom fo hartily ſpeaketh: Haue 


euer ſuch a regard of trueth in all thy do- 


Ad Czlii, ings, as if once thou haſt ſpoken it, all one 


thou takeſt thy ſelfe preſſed with it, as if 


thou hadſt ſworne it a thouſand times. 


Thus ſee you ſecondly then the iudgemẽt 
of true Chꝛiſtian teachers touching p vice 


vou are ſo ſtrongly tempted to ſtain your 


ſelfe withall. Thirdly,now view the opt- 
nion of the heathen concerning the ſame, 
and ik nature taught them verie hartilp 
euer to abhoꝛre it, what will be the ende 
EFrailtie, tan pou löppole, either ok pour ſelk, 
02 any other, in whom neither nature, noꝛ 
the renewed light, and ſtrength therof the 
Rene wozde of Cov can keepe vpzight = 


_ RW — R 


che chꝛiſtian courſe of plaine, true, faith⸗ 


reaſon againſt it. Suſpicion (ſaith he) Ofic.z. 


ina nog feare of others that they like- 
wiſe vic it, therefore neuer was it, nor euer 


that they named no fruce to be kept on p 
night but onely on p dap: And how lineth 
till e will doe long on the contrarie ſide 
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full, honeſt meaning, ſpeaking, thinking, F 


dealing with all men. What is hozrible feather 
deceit + fraud ſaith one of them a famous againſt it. 
Councellour,but when one thing is done, Cic. 
and an other pꝛetended in outward ſhew? 
Therefoze like of the one and like of the 
bother, hate the fozmer e abhoꝛre the later, 

thought this man you ſe plainelp in this 


place: And in an other place, he hath this 


of others, was neuer good, but the more a- 
ny man or woman vſe diſſembling & hal. 
ting thẽſelues, the more euer they wil ſtand 


ſhalbe any commendable courſe in any. 
Againe, how ſoundeth it ſtil vnto all poſte⸗ 


rities, the diſcredit and ſhame of thoſe ca⸗ 


uilling, gloſing, Thracians, who hauing ta⸗ 
ken truce foz 30,dayes, ſpoyled their ene⸗ 
mies in p night with this ſhamefull ſhiff, 


the pꝛaiſe M. Regulus àmongeſt theſe hea⸗ 
thens, becauſe he rather choſe to die a 1 
IF | . £ 
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ell death, then once to bꝛeake the faith he 
had tracly plighted, t anp way by fraude, 
ſubtiltie, 4 diſſembling treacherie to take 
the courſe that ofhers did? But J ſkate my 
ſelfe and aſſure pou of this, that in all oꝛa⸗ 
tions & ſpeeches,in all places,4 actions, foꝛ 
t againſt any man amongſt them, honeſt 
plaineneſſe was euer an argument of fa⸗ 
uour and ſuccour, t holow ſmathing gla- 
uerie a note of repꝛoch and an argument 
to perſwade the contrarie. Now therfoze 
let vs gather vp all theſe againe together, 
and if heathens hate it, Chꝛiſtians loath it, 


and the God of life & death abhoꝛ it, what 


ſtrẽgth ſhould any cauſe in the earth haue 
to tempt you vnto it? Nay Frailtie, how 
dare vou foꝛ any fauour oꝛ gaine vnder 5 
Sunne oppoſe pour pꝛactiſe to his alows 
ance, whoſe dilliking killeth and caſteth 
into hell foz cuermoze? Therefoꝛe J pꝛay 
pou be warned, + wipe off p miſt of earth- 
ly couetouſneſſe, c ambition, that blearcth 
pour etes,loke with an other fight vppon 
theſe thinges, and be aſſured if the trueth 
of God be aſſured,that ſince honeſt harts, 
and plaine dealing hath a bleſſing pꝛomi⸗ 
ſed, the gaine of flatterie, gloſung and hals 
ting, 


ting, is not the beſt welth;no2 p beſt wiſe⸗ 
dome. But his litle is moꝛe, whoſe hart is 


oꝛ theirs, if God be God. Foz they are ac- 


curſe of God will want his effect af one 


the ſentence in Matthew, and ponder well 


as a reward of their ſinceritie and honeſt 


ble to ſe him in this life, and therefoze is 


, * yy 
hy. 22 tt 
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pure, thã mountaines of gould and all ho⸗ 
nozed ſtate, y is crept vnto by deepe dif 
ſembling, t ſo will the ende p2oue in them 


curſed,if the pure in hart be bleſſed, as J 
haue often now repeated. And iudge if the 


tune oꝛ other, at firſt o2 at laſt. But now 


if all this ſhould not vet fully ſtrengthen 


you —— God foꝛbid) then p2ocede with 


the other part alſo of it. For they ſhall ſee 
God,Caith i it.)What is this: But 5 Lo2d 
all reueile vnto the dately moze & moze 


walking, his will, his mercie, his fauour, 
his comfo2ts , his iopes p2epared , and all 
his godneſſe in Ieſus Chiiſltoward them. 
Which in deede is to ſe God as man is a- 


called bleſſedneſſe, becauſe the ende of ſuch 
knowledge and ſight is bleſſedneſſe, as wa 


and miſerie is of the contrarie.Where by 


t way we are notably taught what is ne- 


cefſarte m either man oꝛ woman that ſhal 
euer 
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euer p2ofit by reading oꝛ hearing p woꝛd 


bf God, namelp a pure hart, that is euen 
a ſincere minde t vpꝛight purpoſe to learn 
of the Lo2d and not to doe what they doe, 
either foz one cauſe o2 other what ſoeuer 
beſide, that a ſubtil minde can lay downe. 
Which woꝛdes of Chꝛiſt include a ſtrong 
comfozt to honeſt ſimplicitie, and as tou⸗ 
ching a terrour againſte ſmothing hipo⸗ 
criſie, Fo2 the one ſhall ſee God, the ather 
Gall neuer beholde him to their comfozf, 
but all their reading, all their hearing, all 
their knowledge, if the Loꝛd beſtow anp, 
halbe to death, and not to life: to woe, x 
not to well: a ſauour ſending them bodie 
and ſoule to euerlaſting miſerie, as by ne⸗ 
ceſſarie conſequente foloweth of the plate. 
Het J doe not meane in all this, ya man 
ſhould all be open to euer one, t in euerie 
matter: foꝛ that were as great an ertre⸗ 
mitie the other wap, and full of inconne- 
niences. And J remember well what god 
tounſell wiſe experienced Syrach giueth in 
5 8.9 this point: Namely „ that we ſhould not 
open our harts to euery one, leaſt they be 
ynchankefull to vs and put vs to reproofe. 


Arge in an other place, be not to la in 
thy 


map allure foꝛ credit + fauour , lucre and 


% 


* > 


ſome confeſſeth of hunſelfe without feare 
ok blame foꝛ if, that he vſed a litle ſubtil⸗ 
tie to make S. Baſill accept his bilhopꝛick 


and charge, which otherwiſe he would not. 


Therefoꝛe J ſape againe vnder the pꝛaiſe 
of honeſt ſimplicitie and puritie of hart, J 


doe not ſhꝛowde oꝛ bolſter any plaine fw- 


 liſhneſſe, and vndiſcref ſeelineſſe, but nip 
ſpeech tendeth to the pꝛelling of that, euen 
to hell, if J can, which you Frailtic arc 
tempted to: namely, to lie, latter, cogge, 
halt, gloſe, ſoth, ſmoth, croutch, er cepe, ſigh. 
ſoꝛʒrow, fawne, and fal down at ones fete, 


- . ſweare and pꝛoteſt liking, loue, faithfull 


ſeruice and friendfhip,and what not, that 


gaine: ohen there is no moꝛe truth of god 
meaning in vou, than is in the diuell, but 
onelp fo2 pour turne. This is that, that J 
inueigh agaunſt, and this is that God x all 


; god men haue euer hated as J haue pꝛo⸗ 


ued. To carie two faces vnder an hwde fo2 
 commodifte,+ mine owne ſafetie. To ſerue 
God with lips and out ward ſhow, becauſe 
the lawe ſo poelleth me, ik J will liue in 
atcount, t inwardly to be a depe diſſem- 


. bl ng 
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thy wiſedome. And J remember Chryſo- 3-5 


De Si acer- 


10. lb. 1 
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bling hipocrite and a ſecref ſcoffer at his 
trueth. To ſalute with a kiſſe p miniſters 
. of the woꝛd, as Iudas did his maiſter, and 
pet in hidden ſoule to abhoꝛre the t their 
counſel as J doe a tode, æ cuerte way to res 
maine a beaſtlp man, vnrefoꝛmed in wozd, 
deede, t thought vtterly, and to care moꝛe 
in the verie trueth of my hart foz one ſe⸗ 
cret houre amongſt my mates, whers my 
thꝛiſe damnable deſire and vnregenerated 
humo2 may be ſatiſ ſied, than J doe foz a 
thouſand dates in any miniſter oz mans 
companie in the woꝛlde, whoſe tongue re⸗ 
buketh, coũtenance frowneth, oꝛ hart miſ⸗ 
linketh of my ſinne. To ſay as Ioab ſayde 
with a fliring face, How doeſt thou wy bro- 
ther Amaſa, and to ſtab him pꝛeſently with 
his dagger, oꝛ as we ſay commonly many 
àn one of vs, God giue you god mozow 
ſir, and fo foꝛth, when bitter gaule in a fe⸗ 
ftred hart biddeth the diuell fetch you fir, 
and woꝛſe to, if J could fel how, To pꝛate 
and ſpeake as a faithful ſubiect, ᷑ pet to be 
a longing foe. ta woꝛke a ruine, to my wil, 
And what ſhould J ſap:to ride and runne, 
| to watch and waite, and perfoꝛme all du⸗ 
„ ties, as if J were the trueſt ſeruant that 
4 dꝛaweth 
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bent vpon my — pꝛeferments, and 
not one iote at all of faithful dutie + affec⸗ 
tion in me to his perſon. This this abomi⸗ 
nable and euen moꝛe than diueliſh nature 
if moꝛe map be, is that I meane, and y the 
woꝛld to much liketh of, p you are temp⸗ 
ted to Frailtie, and that leſus Chriſt in this 
verſe now named armeth his childꝛen and 
choſen againlf.Wherefoze my companion 
Frailti e, weigh my dꝛift ⁊ mark my p:ofes, 
coſider what you defire,+ by what meanes 
pou incline to get your deſire. You defire 
but the wozlde (fo ſpeake in a woꝛd) & foz 
p wozld to loſe your Sonle what againe 
is it? But if you take this courſe, you ſhal 
as certainelp loſe both bodie and ſoule, as 
pou now liue and heare mee, fo2 it is cur- 
ſed of the Loꝛd, and they that vſe it ſhall 
neuer ſee God, His nature is all 'frneth, ⁊ 
ſimplicitie, c therefoze what felowthip can 
euer he haue with a falſe gloſer 2 But it 
you ſet 5 Loꝛd befoze your eies, hang vpon 
his mercie, and truſt to his pꝛouidence, 
dealing with al y wozld ſinterelp, honeſtlp, 
plainelp, vpꝛightlp, beſtowing not face, x 
toꝛme, but euen all p loue, a dutie of your 


J.ii. hart 
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heart woher it is due, be it ta God oꝛ man, 
pou heare the Loꝛd, pou heare the Lo2d J 
| ſap, that neuer Iyed, Bleſſed are the pure 
In hart, for they ſhall ſee God: mo ad 
| his ſeruant David againe , Ble d is that 
| man in whole ſpirit there is no guile, no 
_—_} guile J ſaye againe, and the Loꝛd giue vs 
1 ſtrength. 


Aga inſt Abe from 


* making, the ſeuenth temp. 
tation. 


"kh You next complaint is of flacknefle 5 

| crepeth vpon you dayly moꝛe & moze, 

R in labozing fo pacifie diſagreeing neigh- 

bours, againſt which vour conſcience cry⸗ 

eth in dede with cauſe: foꝛ it is a great 

-  offence,hatefull to God, and hurtfull to þ 

tommon wealth in generall, e to many a 

man in ſeuerall. But in the name of God, 

Frailtie, ſtrengthen your ſelf by an earneſt 
conſideration of the great excellencie of » 

Chꝛiſtian vertue of peace and vnitte, and 

' fire not pour eie ſo much vpon the accep⸗ 

taunce of men, y haue euer had their co2- 
ruptions and euer will, The vertue vou 


ſhall 


ded bite men by ö holy ſcriptures of God 
mm 
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chall finde in verie high degree commen⸗ 
places, and by many arguments: 3 
but J will referre the noting and naming de. 
of them to pour owne diligence, c content 
my lelfe in a ſhozt ſpeech with a very few: 


Beginning firſk with that notable Pſalme 


of the Pꝛophet Dauid wholly ſpent in this Plal.r33 


matter. Uher his firſt argument is this: . 


That which is god ought euer greatly to 
be regarded & maintained amongſt men, 
but much moꝛe if it both be god x pleaſãt 
tw, foz theſe both doe not euer concur to⸗ 
gether. But ſuch a thing is peace & lone a- 
mongeſt men, Foꝛ behold how god g plea⸗ 
ſant a thing it is bꝛethꝛen to dwell toge⸗ 
ther in vnit ie, behould J lay & euen marke 
it eareneſtly. Therefoze it ought to be re⸗ 
garded and maintained euer to the vtter⸗ 
moſt of our powers amõgſt vs. His ſecond. 
argument is this, That which caſteth a 
tomfoꝛt from it like the pꝛecious ointmẽt 
that was appointed foꝛ the pꝛieſtes of the 
Lo2d Aaron and his ſucceſſoꝛs, and euen 
ſuch a comfo2t as y ointment hath when 
if is not ſparingly dꝛopped, but cuen plen- 
fifully powꝛed, and fo Mi as that 

it. it 


had abundante of Gods moſt tleſſed ſpirit 
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if runneth downe euen from the top of the 
head to the ſkirts of his cloathing,tha 
a notable thing amongſt men, 228 v all 


meanes to be retained t ſought: but this 


is peace and vnit ie, loue and agreement a- 
mongſt them. Therefoꝛe to be regarded £ 
maintained greatly. His third argument 
is this: That which being had is to men 


as the dew deſcending from p mountains, 
to the ground, 4 being wanting is as 705 
want of moiſture to p earth, that is th2iſe 


nedefull, gainefull, and god to men: but 


ſuch is vnitie, peace and loue, cuen like the 
dew df Hermon that fell vpon the hill of 
Sion.Therefo2s to be regarded t maintai-. 
ned greatly. Bis laſt and not his leaſt ar⸗ 


gument wherewith he endeth both this 
matter and that Pſalme withall, is this: 


That which pulleth vpon men enen all þ 


fempozall bleſſings of God, & life fo2 euer⸗ 
mo2e, that is a thouſand times pꝛoſitable 
both to them and theirs: but ſuch (ſaith the 

2ophet) is peace and vnitie, lone + agree- 
ment amongſt men, therefoꝛe to be regars 
ded and maintained greatly, Thus you ſc& 
one mans iudgemẽt, that ſuch a mans as 


to 


2 — 


We U— — F 
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to direct his hart to thinke, and penne to 
wꝛite, f as in trueth was every way then 
renowned, and now remaineth by p Lo2d 
himſelfe in high degree aboue others com⸗ 
meded to vs. Unto whom if pou adde ſome 
other ſcriptures, vou ſhall moze peraduen⸗ 
ture be confirmed with diuerſitie, though 
this in derde wers ſufficiet.Conſider ther⸗ 
fo:e alſo thoſe often repetitions of Chriſt 
in the ghoipet, My peace I giue to you, my 
peace I leaue with you, loue one an other, 
for this is my commaundement, that you 
loue one an other, as I haue loued you, 
and hereby ſſiall men know, that you are 
my diſciples, if you loue one an other, yea a 
new commaundement I giue you, that you 
loue one an other. Would euer the Loꝛd 
Jeſus haue thus gone ouer and ouer it a⸗ 
gaine, and iterated charge vpon charge in 
this oꝛder, if it had not bene a moſt excel⸗ 
lent vertue in euerp countrep, towne, and 
houſe, loue agreemẽt: Marke againe that 
molt earneſt exhoztatio of y Apoſtle Paule 
vnto d ſame in his epiſtle fo p Epheſiãs, de⸗ 
firing them in his bonds foz y Lo2ds cauſe 
that they would ſupport one an other tho- 
rowe loue, indeuoring to keepe the vnitie 
I F. iii j. of 


ohn. 14. 


Epheſ. 4. t 


* 
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of the ſpirit in y bond of peace. And whye* 


For there is one bodie and one ſpirit, one 


hope of calling, one Lord, one faith,one bap= 
tiſme, one God and father of all, &c. A moſt 
vehement &+ vꝛging reaſon if J ſhould fo⸗ 
low it and lay it plainer open. And marke 


à multitude of other places toy ſame con⸗ 


cluſion, which e lluredly p Loꝛd would ne⸗ 
uer haue vttered, but y the pꝛice of peace, 
vnitie c loue is very pꝛeticus in his eies, x 
to all eſtates a moſt ſoneraigne god in the 


Things in wozld. Ste alſo how ſenſibly things in na-: | 


nature 


teache 


vnitie. 


ture cary vs to this conũder ation. Foz by: 
experience we finde it, that if the heauens 


Hoſe. 2. 22 agree to moyſten the earth, and the earth 
Peutro as being moyſtened to giue her increaſe, we 


32. 


are all the better foꝛ their vnitie, ⁊ if they! 
ſhould but euen a lit le while either of the 
deny his office, quickly and greatly ſhould: 


we fele the ſmart of it alſa. Therefoꝛe 


iudge by this the fruite of god agreement. 


Againe if the humoꝛs in mens bodies be at 
an agreement, not one aboue an other but 


verie equally as is beſt pꝛopoꝛtioned and 


tired, all the whole bodie is comfoztable, 


pꝛoſpereth, and doth well: but if once any! 
one aboũdeth oz wanteth, and their wert 
þ har- 


Therefoꝛe iudge by this the fruit of god 


fte to goe, hand to reach, ſfomacke fo di⸗ 


whereby p fit pꝛopoꝛtion is not kept, that 
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harmony is bꝛoken, then by a by the whole 
bodie feleth it, ᷑ if a reconciliation be not 
made with conuenient ſperde, it periſheth. 


agreement. Againe if the members of the 
body wel agree to doe their ſeueral duties, 
all is well:but if either eie denie to guide, 


geſt, oꝛ ſo foꝛth, (Freight the whole bodie 
falleth to hurt. And therefo2e lee by this 
p-kruit of god agreement. Waſt of all euen 
in muſicall inſtruments marke how well 
we like the noyſe#fs long as euerie ſtring 
doth kerpe his wit pꝛopoꝛtion, 't how pꝛe⸗ 
ſently we top our eares from hearing, if 
any dne be out of tune, t witched vp to high, 
os let-downe folowe; & all the muſicke is 


marred. All which matty moe in nature 


found vnto vs and us they can deliuer it 
dut that great is the fruit, comfoꝛt, E god 


_ of peace and loue amongalt men x as great 


the euil, as odious p ſight, ik any one mem⸗ 
ber in his'owne- vaine conceit be twitched 
ouer high oꝛ negligẽtly lacked ouer much, 


euer ſoundeth 4 ſtemeth \ wet!" Foz then 
a A allurcdly ere the time be long 


F. v. the 
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the pꝛole of Chꝛiſt his ſpeech, A kingdome 
divided in it ſelfe can neuer ſtande. And 
that other alſo of the Poet, 

By concorde ſmall to much is brought, 
Andi diſcord great things brings to nought. 
Upon all which then gather this cons 
cluſion, that if this great vertue of peace 
and loue be to the Lozd himſelfe (0 acceps 
table, and to all eſtates in the wozlve ſo 
pꝛofitable, muſt it not needes be in it ſelfe, 
howſoeuer the world accepteth it, a moſt 
ſingular thing, and a moſt deſerued pꝛaiſe 
to a man to be a peacemaker amongeſt 
men 2 Certainely it muſt. But we neede 
not to gather it by concluſion , Foz the 
Loꝛde Chꝛziſt himſelfe hath ſaide it in the 
lame 5. ol Matthew, as pꝛeparing ffrength 
befo2e hand foz this veric ſame temptati⸗ 
on, that now vou feeles That Bleſſed: are 
the peacemakers, for they ſhall be called 
the children of God. And neuer, as J haue 
now often ſaide, doeth he ſet a bleſſing vp⸗ 
pon the head of any thing, but the ſame in 
it nature e befoze his maieſtie is a woꝛ⸗ 
thie thing. . UWhcrefoze this place ſhould 
be to vou euen a thouſand argumentes to 
tonũrine pour obedience in ſo Chꝛiſtian g 


duetie, 
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duetie, as peacemaking is, and a thouſand 


ſpurres to pꝛicke you dayely fo it when 
opo2tunitie is offered, and occaſion giuen 


to the ſame , Fo2 Frailtie, what can you 


reſolue this ſpeach of Chꝛiſt into, if your 
marke it well, bat into this ſenſe ? As it 
he ſhould haue ſaide to his diſciples in this 
ozder: J know the manifold diſcomfoꝛts 
that ſhall be giuen to all men, and eſpeci⸗ 
ally to you miniſters in that duetie of 


peacemaking, which yet both belongeth 


fo all men, and eſpecially fo your calling, 
not withſtanding euer to indeuour ſo farre 
as power ſhall ſerue. And * leaſf 
heareafter, when it ſhall ſo fall out, ei⸗ 
ther pou oꝛ anie other ſhould be temp⸗ 
ted thꝛough mennes vnthankefulneſſe, to 
the giuing ouer of that ſo thꝛiſe needefull 
a thing , J fozewarne vou here. beefo2e 
hande , and euen giue you in charge as 
J am pour Loꝛde and maiſter, that you 
neuer regarde, cleaue, and ſticke in the 
accept aunce oꝛ thankefulneſſe of menne 
foz your paynes , and trauell, in this 
matter . . Fo2 ik you doe, pou ſhall bee 
diſcouraged . But euer loke you vppe to 


heauen, at ts there thought of it, and 


to 
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to the better ſozt of the woꝛld alſo, whom 
the Loo hath giuen eyes to diſcerne god 
things withall. And whatſoeuer you finde 
at mens hands foꝛ ſo godly a labour, vou 
ſhal well know it, finde it, and feele it, that 
with the Loꝛde in heauen bleſſed foz ener 
ſhall be the peacemakers, and both of him 
and his true childꝛen here in earth, that 
know what is what, they ſhal be counted, 


kaken, and acknowledged fo2 the ſonnes of 


almightie God, that ſhall line with theyz 
Father fo2 enermoze . Mhich is inough 
Frailtie, if there be either touch o2 taſt,oz 
any feeling in the woꝛld in vs, to ſtay vs 
foꝛ efier inthis duetie, be the pernerſeneſle 
of men neuer ſo much, Fo2 what can wee 

deſtre moze than fo haue our doinges ac- 
tepted ol the Loꝛd, and our ſelues aſſured 
ok euerlaſting rewarde at his handes foz 
men: Let men be mad and mad againe, 
let their cr@oked affections woꝛk e wꝛithe 
them whither they can, and euen all vn⸗ 


vs fo2z dur god wil, that may be imagined; 
my God is pleaſed, ſhould a chꝛiſtian hart 
thinke with my indenour, and his artep⸗ 
kance is my ſafiſ faction his tontent is 5 

| reit, 


_ thankefull ſpeeches burlt from the againſt 
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reſt, and a ſufficient requitall of all mp 
papnes. Dtherwile Frailtie, I pzaye you 
even earneſtly conſider it: What Loue of 
God is that in vs, v the loue of man dais 
ueth out of vs, what care to pleaſe him is 
that, that mens diſpleaſure quẽcheth: Fie, 
fie,it is to groſſe, t ten thouſand wonders 
may it be that euer any of vs can flepe 
with this imagination, that we loue God 
abone all, & vet in ſuch things as by name 
are commaunded e by pꝛomiſes commen- 
ded to vs, wholie guide our obedience ac- 
co2ding to mens acceptance oꝛ not accep⸗ 
tance,liking, oz milliking. Wherefoze on 
(Ml Frailtic, with this duetie and indeuo: 
to reconcile diſagreeing mindes in p name 
of God, + were the bitter gaule, the ſpite⸗ 
full peniſhneſſe + all the vnthankfulneſſe 
of the Diuell and his whole hoaſt in euer x 
man # woman you deale withall, pet haue 
vou comſoꝛt inough if either p Loꝛds ac⸗ 
ceptance can content vou, oz your owns 
pꝛomiſed reward t bleſſing pleaſe you, oa 
god accompt to be one that God hath cho- 
ſen fo2 his childe, with the better ſoꝛte of 
the wozld comfoꝛt you. Now by the way 


al a little digreſſiõ, in hope J doe not wea- 


7 


| rie 
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rie you, J would allo wiſh you a little to 


tonũder that if this peace and agreꝛment 
amongſt neighbours in towne oꝛ country 
be ſuch,+ fo ſwete in the ſenſe of p Lozde, 
as that enen the pzeſeruers of if, and re- 


ſfozers, when it ts bꝛoken are ſo hartilie 


bleſſed, and actompted foꝛ it the ſonnes of 
God, muſt it not needes follow that thoſe 
things likewiſe are in high accompt befoze 
his maieſtie, which being in men and wo⸗ 
mẽ doe molt mightily maintaine this bleſ⸗ 


fed vertue in all and cuery ſocietie vnder 


| heanen?Surelyit muſt nodes follow. And 
what are they: Many and diuerſe are they 
if one ſhould make a curious recitall, but 
foz my part when J marke the courſe of 


things, and the cauſes of god-agrement. 


in any place, J thinke but-enen eſpecially 
of theſe thze,-Firlſf a patient meme na⸗ 
ture in our ſelues able fo beare x folerafe 
- ſomething, without mounting into p houſe 
top immediakelp, and flaſhing ont all on 
fire by and by vpon the light oz hearing of 
 _ tt;Second'y a well iudging hart of others 

till we be certain of p cotrarie.Andlaftly 


t plealing to the Loꝛde) theſe things alſo 


be 
WM \ 


\ 


à god tongue. Muſt not J ſay (if peace'be 


bs:p2etions in his epes, which all p wozld 


' 


in the woꝛld, this miſdeming minde. And 
to a mans ſelfe there is no moꝛe twitch⸗ 
ing toꝛment vnder the ſun, Foꝛ it is euen 
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knoweth to be nouriſhing nurces of the 
ſame whereſocuer they are? It peacema⸗ 
king pull a bleſſing vpon bs, as the Loꝛde 
lineth theſe ſo great pꝛeſeruers of peace 
hal haue a happy reward. And if this be 
true, then on the other ſide againe the con- 


trarp vices fo2 their contrary effect mulk 


nedes be as loathſome,hateful 4 accurſed: 
Namely an impatient, haſtie, fearce, fro- 
ward, furious nature,yts as ſhozt as inoſſe 
v hath neuer fought withall , r foiled any 
affection , but cleauing fill in pure natu⸗ 
ralls, is vnregenerated, t euer caſteth out 
the ſauour of olde Adam, vpon euer occa⸗ 
ſid be it but a trifle, Secondly a ſuſpitious 
mil deeming minde of euery body, that they 
ſap thus of vs, wozke this againſt vs, oꝛ at 
leaſt think thus ol vs, when in trueth it is 


nothing ſo. O poiſon of peace in any king- 


dome, coũt ry, towne, houſe, oꝛ perſ lining 


a wo2me that is euer gnawing, and euer 


hiting, æ can neuer be contented. Laſtly an 
pen tong, a peacelefſe fong,y can neuer be 


quiet 
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quiet from pꝛittle pꝛatle, from ſcanning 
this —— wealth, that neighbours 
wit,this mans dotngs,and that mans ſay- 
ings,x from courſing euen the whole coũ⸗ 
trie ouer, til all men haue bene within the 
ſpeach of our tongues , dꝛawen out of vs 
by p power peradutture of a pot to much, 
o2 ſuch a like inlluence. Mult not theſe 
things J ſay, and the owners of them bee 
accurſed,as ſure as they liue, if peace and 
loue and nod agreement amongſt men be 
of the Loꝛd bleſſed? They muſt, they muſt 
Frailtie. Foz all the woꝛld knoweth the ve⸗ 


nome ot theſe things in any towne, x their 


mightie woꝛking againft vnitie, 4 therc- 
fioꝛe J pꝛap vou t J pꝛapꝝ vou hartily con- 

ſiver of it, and caſt euen a long loke vpon 
thẽ, ſuch an one as we doe when we would 
marke a thing in d&ede and deare it away, 
And J doubt not but God ſhall giue vou 


- ſtrength againſt your temptation. There 


is no one thing fo great a nourſe of two 
ol them, namelp of a miſ deeming winde x 
a pꝛatling tongue, as idleneſſe is, when a 
man hath nothing to dae and to apply him 
leife vnto. but to fit on a bulke in y ſtreet, 
05 bench in a Tauerne, o: an ale houſe, 
te 


— 


— 


to wette his tongue with d2inke,and d3ye 
it with talking, oꝛ whe a woman hath no 
ſetled gouernment of her ſelfe in houſe, but 
is in the number of thoſe that the Apoſtle 


Paul ſpeaketh of, which beeing idle learne 1. Tim. g. 


to goe about from houſe to houle, Yea they 73: 
are not onele idle, but alſo pratlers and bu- 


ſie bodies, ſpeaking things which are not 


comely . Therefo:e wholdeuer will be a 
pzꝛeſeruer of peace, he muſt be an enemie 
fo theſe curſes aſſuredly ; and heare moꝛe 
with two eares, thã he ſpeaketh with one 

tongue. But J wearte you with this di⸗ 
greſſion which is longer than J ment, and 
kherekoze J cut it off, againe and againe 
requiring of vou, that you neuer hang vp- 
pon the accompt ot men in any thing, that 
euer pou goe about being commaunded by 
the expꝛeſſe woꝛd of God, but fully ſuffice 
your ſelfe with the acceptance of God, and 
that which you haue here an allurance of, 
ik you be a peacemaker. Bleſſed ſhall vou 
bee, and euer accompted both with God + 
his true childꝛen the ſonne of God. And if 
this will not content vou, quicken yon, 
ſtrengthen and ſtay pou in this vertue, but 

that woꝛldlp W ſhal quench you, 
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and dꝛawe vou to ſuch extremitie as von 
ſpake of, certainely Frailtic you deteius 
your lelf, ther is no true godlineſle in you, 
but euen your name is to gentle {oz your 
nature, vou are become plane infidelitie, 
But J hope the beſf, and perfozme you no 
lelle, if you regard pour owne comkozt. 


Sufficient is this pet once againe, if you 
be the Loꝛds, bleſſed are the peacemakers, 


5 for they ſhal be called the children of god. 


The eight Temptation. 


1 Frxrailtic. 
\N CE more would I trouble you 
Faith if Imight before we ende, & 
it is in this, I feare my nature if per- 
ſecution ſhauld ariſe for religion. 


| 4355 what {hould I doe to obtaine ſtregehs 


Faith. 


There are many treatiſes of this point, 
godly,and comfoztable,wherevnto fo lars 
ger diſcourſe J referre you and wich you 
to peruſe the, Foz mine owne part when⸗ 
ſoeuer 7 thinke of this matter, theſe and 
11 other conſiderations ſeeme moſt ſweet 


vnko 
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vnto mee as yet: Further triall ſhall giue 
further aſſalf, but God will be euer god 
to Iſrael. Firſt it is ratified,decreed t eſta⸗ 
bliſhed by the Loꝛd our God that though 
many tribulatiõs we muſt enter into the 
kingdome of heauen. And therefoꝛe ſince it 


muſt bs ſo, ſo be it in the name of God, t be 
it vnto vs, as it pleaſeth him: neceſſarie 
thinges are to be boꝛne neceſſarily # with 
cheere. Foz in vaine doe we grudge to doe 
what we muſt nerds do, oꝛ greene to beare 
what we muſt needes beare. Heathens and 
Pagans haue made a comfoꝛt of neceſſitie, 
and ſhould Chꝛiſtians in better cauſe be- 
w2ay mo2c weakeneſſc? No, God foꝛbid. 

But let it euer be our ſpeech rather than 
theirs in ſuch matters as our God ſendeth 
and lapeth vpon vs, Ferenda quæcunque ſunt. 
They are welcome whatſocuer they be. Se⸗ 
condl this decree and courſe that þ Loꝛd 


hath lapde downe fo2 his childꝛen, thus to 
+  Keepe,p2oceedeth not of anger 4 diſpleſure, 
' 92 of a minde delighting in our woe, e ſee- 
king to puniſh vs, but of great loue © moſt 


Act. 1 4. 


father lp affectiõ toward vs, indeed wõder 


fully wozketh our better being, therfoꝛe 
fen ee tunes welcome ſhold this god 
G. ii., wil 


- affections , and this bluſtring impatiencie 
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will of his be to vs, and verie farre from 
ſhaking vs from the true p2ofeſſion of his 


name, t tructh. Foz his affection, we heare 


his owne mouth ſpeake it, that whome he 


loneth,he rebuketh and chaſteneth, manie 


a time repeating the ſame that we might 
remember it. And foꝛ the other we ſee it £ 
know it by the pꝛofe of euerp daies expe⸗ 


riente. Foz what maketh vs ſc the gaule 


of Sathans hart toward vs, and euen our 
euerlaſting ouerthꝛow ſwoꝛne of him by 
his diuelhod, if by any meanes he can woꝛk 
it, to p ende we may perfectly hate ſo per⸗ 
fect a foe, and pet ſo flir ing a friend? The 


croſſe. What rowſeth vs out of dull ſecu⸗ 


ritie & colde conceite of our owne wants 


oꝛ the neceſſitie of Gods pꝛotection t᷑ ſuc⸗ 


cour, and maketh not onely our tongues 
to ſpeake, but the fire to kindle and burne 
within vs, E ſo our pꝛapers to haue ſpirit 
and power befo2e the Loꝛde: The croſſe. 
What killeth this intemperancie of our 


of our natares,t maketh vs meeke, milde, 
humble, gentle, and like lambes,not lyons, 
appointed to the laughter 2 The crolſe. 
What wozketh p decaie euen of p whole 


vids 


— 


as a meanes, the newe man with all his 
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olde Adam in vs with all his luſkes, cons 
cupiſcence, and venome, x dayly raiſeth vp, 


ſwete motions,heauznly t refo2med actt- 
ons? The Crolle, What maketh vs ſpitte 


in the face of this flattering wozld, whole 
lone cauſeth loſſe both of bodie and ſoule in 


the woꝛld to come, x to be content to part 
with her pappes , and to bid all her plea⸗ 
ſures adue? The croſſe. Laſtly, what ma⸗ 


keth vs teare our bellies from the earth 


whereto they cleane ſo faſt, and lift vp our 


heads fo heauen, long foꝛ ß life pᷣ laſteth, x 
deſire harfily to be clothed with our houſe 
which is from aboue: The croſſe. Where- 


foze then ſince it is decreed, & that in loue 


to our fo great god, 5; all which will line 


godly in Jeſus Chꝛiſt muſt ſuffer per ſetu⸗ 


tion, what cauſe haue wer would the Lo2d 


voutſafe vs etes, with the troſſe to be dil⸗ 
couraged t dꝛiuen from p Loꝛd: Thirdlp it 
neuer hapneth to vs, by foꝛtune ⁊ chance, 


bon bp ignoꝛanee in our God, oꝛ inabilitie to 


let it, if it pleaſed him, but by his know- 


lodge, up his will, and by his hand, and ge 
is our father, bound vnto vs in league and 


couenant of lone, that of his part ſhal ne⸗ 
G. iii. uer 
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ner be bꝛoken while we hang of him. The 
mother map foꝛget the childe that is her 
 fleth befoze he can foꝛget vs, t aſ wel can a 
man ſuffer the apple of his eie to be packs 
ed, as he vs to be hurt, if we cleaue to him: 
then iudge if his croſſe ſhould cuer diſmay 
vs. Fourthlv it is no ſtrange thing oz vn⸗ 
heard of, o2 vnſeene befoze, that befalleth 
to vs when we are perſecuted,but ſuch as 
all our bꝛethꝛen haue taſted, found and felt 
befoꝛe vs, and Why then ſhould we faint 
when we d2ink but of the ſame cuppe that 
the deereſt ſaints «© ſoules now bleſſed with 
the Loꝛd, haue begun to vs in? Caſt your 
epes about, and ſee the courſe-of times al- 
though J know you know if well ynough.. 
Began not Abell vnto vs in this cup and 
=> churſe, aſſone as euer the Lozd bewzayed 
| his lone vnto him, befoze bis b:other? Fo⸗ 
| . Towednot the Patriarkes, and P2ophets, 
To men x women, olde & yong,in their times, 
and mealures euer till Chꝛiſt tame: Then 
Was it not the cup that his owne ſelſe be⸗ 
gaͤnne fo his childꝛen in, and the baptiſme 
l _ wherw:th he was baptized? Folowed not 
f his diſciples ſent out into p wozld as ſheepe 
| amoögſt wolues, whipped e beaten, checked 
| | and 
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and ſnubbed, impziſoned x cheyned, 2c, Fol- 
lowed not againe after them thoſe thous 
ſands of his childzen vnder the pꝛimitiue 
perſecufio,ſome ſcalded, ſome burned,fome 
bꝛopled, ſome hanged, ſome headed, ſome 
thꝛowne down from p rocks vpon ſtakes, 
ſome ſtabbed in with foꝛkes, ſome racked t 
toꝛne inpecces.thetr fongues cut out, their 
cies boꝛed out, their fleſh twitched off with 
pinſons, womens bꝛeaſtes ſeared off with 
hote irons, pꝛicked vnder the natles with 
niedles, ⁊ a thouſand waies toꝛmkted⸗Pea 
was it not euer true with v govly, In hoc 
voc ati eſtis : For this ende were ye called? 
And god Lo2d the why ſhould not a com⸗ 
mon caſe be a cõmon comfoꝛt: Nh ſhould 
any man 92 woman y loueth God ſerke 02 
wiſh a pꝛiuiledge aboue all the childꝛen of 
God, that euer were t euen abone p ſonne 
of God himſelfe Chꝛiſt Jeſus? Js it not 
honoꝛ pnough, mertie ynough, and fauour 
pnough to be dealt withall, as they were? 
| Therefoze p communitie of it to vs with 
all our bꝛethꝛen and ſiſters, # cuen with 
our eldeſt bzother Chꝛiſt Jcſus , ſhould 
Fay our harts whenſocuer it pleaſeth the 
Lo2d to ſend it. Fiſtly the cauſe being not ;. 
> G. iii. ours 
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durs, but the Loꝛd our Gods, god, ſhold 
alſo confirme vs. The ſhoꝛt time yp it tan 
indure, were it (fuppoſe) as long as wee 
line ſhould comfo2t vs. Fo2 our life is but 
a flower, as graſſe, as ſmoke, as a bubble 
ok the water, and as the vaineſt fickle fa⸗ 
ding thing that you can imagine. Againe 
that paſſed pꝛomiſe from the Lode of life 
"ol truth,lealed with the bloud of his owne 
ſonne vnto vs, the wertneſſe whereof all 
the fongues of men and Angels can neuer 


expꝛeſle, That he will neuer lay more vpon 
vs thi he wil make us able to beare, ſhould 


be like a thouſand ſtaies rounde about vs 


to hould us vp. The pꝛomiſes of peace, tom 


fozt,+ quiet, foꝛ eucrmoze aboue meaſure. 


and concept of man in heauen, if we con⸗ 


_ finue farthful to the ende, ſhould hould vs 
| vp. That ſentẽce paſſed in the Lo2ds court 
ok baſtardie and conſequently of dep2iua- 
tion of all inherifance , if we be withcut 
| co2rection, ſhould hould vs vp. And what 
ſhould J goe any further ? The examples 
| of aur bꝛethꝛen of all callings,of all ages, 
men and women, that haue conſtant lp ca⸗ 
ricd their trolle, and neuer deliuered it vp, 
till they deluered ſoule & all to their God, 
| ſhould 
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\ / 
| Hould hould vs vp. Wherfoze Frailtie, euen 
as Judas the Machabee, could incourage 
his men not to feare the multitude of their 
enemies, neither to be afraid of their aſ⸗ 


ſault but $6 remember how their fathers 
were deliuered in p redde ſea when Pha- 
raoh purſued after them, ſo ſay J to you E 
to my ſelfe, let vs neuer feare aſtlictiõ no: 
the euill daye, foꝛ our momentanie croſſe 
cauſeth an euer laſting weight of glozie. 

But let vs remember y firme faith of our 


fathers, of our mothers, of our bꝛethꝛen, 


friends, let vs loke vppon their patiencie, 
vpon their conſtancie, their hope, & beſeech 
the lining God we may follow their god 
ſteppes, & ſtate in ſtrength vpon his mer⸗ 
cie, whatſoeuer he ſendeth vs knowing it, 
as we know we liue, v though our bꝛams 
cleaue to the walles,though our bones be 
ſtrowed in the ſtreets; © our bloud runne 
downe euery chanell, yet ſhall we riſe a⸗ 
game, reſtozed by p power of our God, be 
gathered into his barn as his pure wheat, 
our bloud reuenged, we crowned, and our 
tongues ſound the pꝛaiſe of him p ſitteth 
vpon the thꝛone with maieſtie and honour 
aboue all concept of any earthly hart. 
15221 G.. Frailtie, 
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0 | Frailtie.. * 2 
O but Faub, the world will giue ſuch a 


ſpitefull cenſure of a man or womans life, 


religion, honeſtie, wiſedome, and ſuch like, 
as that it is euen a hel to heare them, when 


the Lord doth exerciſe vs. For it was euer, 
and Ithink euer wilbe the concept of fleth 
& bloud, that a good man & woman truely 
religious, truely honeſt, and ſufficienly wiſe, 
cannot be ſo plagued, as they terme it, of god 
at any time, and therefore the croſſe muſt 
needes teſtifie to y world a want in al theſe, 


Faith. e 
It is molt certaine t daplie found what 


vou ſap, pet is ther nothing vnder heauen 


moꝛe abſurde than that opinion. Fo2 loned 
not God Abell, Abraham, Iſaal, and Iacob, 


loued he not his Pꝛophets, loued he not his 


owne ſonne and all that folowed his ſteps 


to this day: Mere none of them of a true 


religion, of an honeſt life, x wiſe ynough to 
take that courſe in the woꝛld that God a⸗ 
lowed: Pet all of them plagued he as they 


5 call it. And neuer any further humbled in 


this wozld than Chꝛiſt himſelle, and ther⸗ 


foze pꝛoſperitie oz aduerſitie may not be 


taken 


3 
4 ; 
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taken foꝛ ſignes euer of fauour oꝛ diſplea- 
ſure. But the woꝛſt man moſt quiet often 
in this woꝛld, and moſt honoꝛed, loued, pꝛo 
moted, c renowned, his deſerued toꝛment 
being deferred to an other daye , and the 
trueſt Chꝛiſtian molt troubled, toſſed, re⸗ 
tected, and humbled, his comfo2t & reward 
remaining fo2 htm in an other woꝛld. 
But beſide all this plane demonſtration 
of a tried trueth, vſe with pour ſelle Frail- 
tie to oppoſe againſt that concept of the 
woꝛld, the ſentence of the Loꝛde our God 
next following, in the fifth of Matthew, af⸗ 
ter thoſe that now haue bene coſidered of, 
Bleſſed are they that ſuffer perſecution for 
righteouſneſſe ſake, for theirs is the king- 
dome of heauen And think with pour ſelfe 
8s J haue now often ſayde, that ik our 
God ſette a bleſſing vppon it, what ſkil⸗ 
tcth it what the whole wo2lde , and ten 
thouſand woꝛlds moe if they were extant, 
doeth iudge: Shall the voice of man be 
the guide of our courſe, and the line of our 
life 2 Shall mannes indgement 02 Gods 
iudgement ſtand in the later day? O Frail- 
tie, wie map not hang vppon fo bꝛoken a 
e as fleſh and fl: an wit is. Ute may 
not 
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there founde molt bleſſed, uudge your ſelfe 


he boldly e cheerefully ſaith, he neuer coũ⸗ 


x03 A conference betwixt 


5 not be lifted vp with mans liking, vnlelſe 


it haue further warrant: noz caſt downe 
with his dillikeing, vnleſle we know he ſo 
dermeth iuſtly. And therefoze againe J ſay, 
conſider of this comfozt. Conſider of this 
wo2ld, and conſider of the woꝛld to come, 
the one is trãſitoꝛie, the other permanẽt: 
the one full of woe & ſecret ſoꝛow in p vs⸗ 
ry middeſt of pompe,the other full of top, 


_ © comfozt & ſolace, and y without all ending. 


Then, whether is here god to be happie;x 
there vnhappie, oꝛ here iudged miſerable, 


euen with very reaſon. Certainly therfoze 
it is a comloꝛt ſufficient, ſo knowen to be 


by Chꝛiſt that gaue it, and euer hath and 


ſhall comfozt the childzen of God againſt 
woꝛldly conteit, bleſſed are they, that foz'a 
god cauſe ſuffer perſecutis, for theirs is the 
kingdome of heauen. That is, all comfozt 
poſſible to be thought of, and ten thouſand 
times moꝛe. This was Pauls comfozt in 
the middeſt of all his miſerie, and therfoze 


ted the afflictiõs of the woꝛld woꝛthie the 


ioy that ſhould be reueiled. This comfoꝛ⸗ 


his 


ted Dauid allo that he periſhed not in : 
E777 afs 
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affliction, as himſelfe witnelleth # as that Pſalm. 11742 
ſpeach by compariſs may ſhew, I ſhold vt- 
terly baue fainted, but y I beleeue verely to Plalm. 17. 
ſee 7 Lord in y land of y liuing. And (what 
Chould J name them) this euer hath com- 
fonted firſt, oꝛ laſt, leſſe, oꝛ moze, pet euer 
ſuſficiently any that were the Loꝛds. But 
ſte further how not onely thus in genera⸗ 
litie againſt perſecution it pleaſed Chꝛiſt 
to ſtrengthen our weakeneſſe, but euen in 
ſpecialitie alſo againſt thoſe kindes which 
moſt bitterly taſt vnto vs + ſhake vs (0288 © 
if we be not ſtrong, to wit repꝛoch, & re⸗ 
poꝛt. Foꝛ, Bleſſed are you (ſaith he) when 
men reuile you, & ſhall falſely ſay all man- 
ner of euil ſaying by you, for my name ſake, 
reioyce & be glad, for great is your reward 
in heauen, a ſaping neuer to be foꝛgotten 
of vs whilſt p life is in vs. Fo2 the gawle 
of theſe croſſes is not lit le, and the power 
of this aſſault hath appeared not as fœble 
im great Prophets & mẽbers of p Church. 
The very woꝛds alſo of Chꝛiſt his comfozt 
inſinuate a ſecret foꝛce aboue manp others 
ok this temptation. Foꝛ he biddeth them 
retovce , and pꝛomiſeth great rewarde in 
heauen, as fozeſceing a great 2 


” D 1 Fre 


_ \ a. ” N 4 a. 8 oY 1 

a "7 _—__ 9 * * 
1 " I ” 
* / 


110 Aconferencebetwixt' 

both of heart & countenice in man, whe he 
is onte touched either with reuiling ſpea- 
ches, to his face, oꝛ falſe repoꝛts behind his 
backe. Wherefo2e to conclude t leaue y 


now to vour other readings of this mat 
ter, J p2ay pou Frailtie open your epcs,02 


rather deſire the Loꝛd to open them, that 


vou may both now in the day of peace, and 
whenſoeuer alſo it ſhall pleaſe the Loꝛde 
further to try pou,ſee with your eye, heare 
with your eare,t beleeue with your harte 


tion by name of perſecutto. Lhe wozd tea- 
theth, and we know it is decreed by p Lozd 
to be þ lotte of his deere ones euer in this 
921d, and therefoze welcome be it. The 
woꝛd teacheth it, t we know it, much god 


is w2ought in vs by it, e therfoze weltome 


be it. The wozd teacheth it, we know it, 
no chance noꝛ foʒtune but the will of our 
heauenl father layeth it vpon vs, there⸗ 


foze welcome be it. Ae know it is no new 


thing 02 vnſtene befoꝛe, but the olde poꝛti⸗ 
on of the godly that haue euer bene befoze 
vs, and therefoze welcome be it. The tauſe 


is not gures when if is a truth, but his, 


that 


your offered comfozt in the woꝛd, both a- 
gainft all other, and againſt this tempta- 


— — 


patiently caried it, & now are rewarded, 
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that made vs, and ther foꝛe welcome be it. 
Me haue a pꝛomiſe we ſhal not be oppꝛeſ⸗ 
ſed with moꝛe than we map beare,t ther⸗ 
foze welcome be it. Ne know we are chil⸗ 
dꝛen, it as childꝛen we be cozrected,4+ ther⸗ 
foze weltome be it. Wee are told we are 
baſtards, if we be without it, and therfoze 
welcome be it. And al our foꝛefathers haue 


therefoꝛe welcome be it. Welcome J ſay 
the crofſe in generall, and perſecution foz 
frueth all oꝛ part, as it pleaſeth God, and 
welcome in particular this kind of croſſe, 
if fo our God will, remlings,rep2ochings, 
repoztings falſe and vniuſt. Foz we know 
our caſe, the plea is ended, and ſentence is 
giuen neuer to be reuoked, bleſſed are we, 
god cauſe we haue to retoyce and be glad, 
fo2 great is our reward in heauen. O the 
god of heauen r father of mercie ſtrẽgthen 
vs, that theſe werte pꝛomiſes map pꝛe⸗ 
naile with vs, and that our eyes may ſer 
the comſozts of his woꝛde. 
What ſhould feare vs Frailtie, that haue 
ſuch a GDD, and that ſtande in ſuch a 
ſtate: pꝛay you loke vp, and claſpe vour 
Cod! in pour armes, imbꝛate his — 
fe 
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bel&enc his trueth, and as you liue, though 
vou be afflicted on enery ſide, vet ſhall you | 
not be in diſtreſſe:though pou be in doubt, 
pet ſhall vou not diſpaire: though you be 
perſecuted, pet ſhall you not be fozfaken : | 
though you be caſt downe, pet ſhal you not 
periſh:and though euerp where you beare 


about in pour bodie, the dying of the Koꝛd 


Jeſus, pet (hal the life of Jeſus appeare in 
pour body, + there is neither life nor death, 
Angells, Principalities, nor powers, thinges 
preſent, or to come heiglit or depth, or any 
other creature that euer {hall be able to ſe- 
parate you from the loue of God which is 


in Chriſt Ieſus. 


155 Frailtie. 


The Lord change me 41 ſhall be chan- 


ged, & greatly both ought I, & doe I thank 


you Faith, for this conference, beeſecching 


vou {till to pray for mee, as for one whoſe 


name and nature you know but to well. I 
can promiſe nothing, but ſeeing what I 
would doe I leaue my ſelfe to his mercie 
that is able to make me doe, both what I 


ought & would doe. And ſo the Lord keep 


vs both, _ $36 
| Faith. 


— — 
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Faith. | 
Amen Frailtie, Amen, And the L.o2de 
giue vs eyes fo ſee what it is to haue a 
true hart to God and to imbꝛace true re⸗ 
ligion. Js it not to ſtand in polleſlion of al 
theſe heauenly pꝛomiſes, and whatſoever 
befalleth to vs in this world fo be happte 
and bleſſed in it and by if? Be it pouertie, 
be it ſoꝛoſo, be it oppꝛeſſiũ oꝛ whatſocuer 2 _ 
And contrarpwiſe, what it alſo is to be of 
a pꝛophane hart, and of an vncircumciſed 
like: Surely euen to ſtand as depꝛiued of 
all theſe comfoztes,and ik we be poꝛe to be 
alſo accurſed in our pouertie, in our ſoꝛow, 
E whatſocuer befalleth vnto vs greeuous 
in this woꝛld. The Loꝛd J fay giue vs eics 
to ſe it, and harts to think of it. Foꝛ full 
well we know that were euerp one of vs 
a Monarch of a whole wozlde by himſelfe, 
they being as this woꝛld is, the glozie both 
of them e vs muſt paſſe away like a ſhip 
in the water, whole tract cannot be ſeene 
againe, like an arrow thꝛough the aire, oꝛ 
a weauers ſhuttle thzough his work, like 
a fading flower, ſoudenly plucked vp # wt- 
thered, like graſle, like ſmoke, and line the 
bubble ok the water. We chall be fo2got- 


9. ten 
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ten with all our pompe, as the traueler is 
that tarrieth but a night, our honour ſhal 


come to an ende as the plapers part vpon 
- the ſtage, our doings, ſapinas,lokes, ge⸗ 
ſtures, ſtates, and maieſties {hall be row- 
led vp as a ſcroule, and caſt into the office 
of fozgetfulnefſe , where nothing can be 
found againe. And then what remaineth? 
J ſay what remainethzany thing but woe 
and woꝛmes, if we haue contemned religi⸗ 
on and liued diſobedientiy againſt p Loꝛd⸗ 
any thing but vexation and toꝛment both 
of the bodie & ſonle in hell fire?Wull then 
ſwearing beliked, oꝛ dꝛonkenneſſe, oꝛ whos 
ring, oꝛ tipling, and tauerning, ſpoꝛting in 
vanitie, laſciuious talking, wꝛiting, oꝛ los 
king, carding, and diſing, roiſting e rouing, 
pꝛide, and exceſſe, oꝛ any kinde of ſinne de⸗ 
teſted of the Lo2d?Whil then a diſlembling 
timeſeruer not be vncaſed 2 Mill then an 
bmulk ſeruant not be found out? Mil then 
an vnfaithfull wife not be diſcouered? oꝛ a 
beaſtly furious, franticke huſ band, not bee 
rewarded: will the any thing abide y face p 
conmeth in the cloudes with thouſands of 
Angells, but onelp a religious hart. x ſoule, 
that mw lavozed to know, x * to 
iue, 


fine, truſting onely to the mercie of God 
in Chailt foꝛ all wants to be pardoned? ⸗ 


ö 
05 
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las we know it, euen as we know we liue, 


it will not: but deſtruction and death ſhall 
then be to p man oꝛ woman fo2 euer that 
lewdly hath liued in this world, ⁊ comfoꝛt 
endleſſe to the confrary . Therefoꝛe once 
againe J ſay,the Loꝛd giue vs eves to wil; 
trie betimes the reward and ende of true 
religion, and of a refoꝛmed minde and life 
in that day, euen foꝛ his Chꝛiſtes ſake our 
bleCed Lo2d and Sauiour. Amen. 


Comfort againſt the death 10 


ol friends. 


A. moreris alium Doctorem. Nemo te doce- 
bit quemadmodum illa. Yaſt thou the 
dꝛacles of God: care not foꝛ any other tea⸗ 
cher. Foz there is none ſhal teach thee like 


them. So ſap J fo2 comfozt, as he doth fo 


doctr ine, haſt thou the holy ſcriptures:care 
not foꝛ other comfoꝛters. Fo2 none ſhall 


| —.— the as theſe doe. TUhatſoeuer wo 


zingeth, whatſdeuer ſoꝛow nippeth, the 
45 | H.ii. woꝛd 


ee 


x7 Ight well ſaide Chriſoſtome of the x, Colog. 
wonꝛd of God: Habes oracula Den Ne Ho. p. 
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m many things, but neuer like this woꝛd 
* that is from p Loꝛd. They conſidered the 
neceſſitie of death, the miſeries of life, the 
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woꝛd hath a comfozt,and j a ſweete one, ii 


it be ſought out and applied faithfully, Ho 
meruell therefoꝛe if the ſame Chriſoſtome 
ſayd in the true feeling hereof, Semper hor- 
tor, & hortari non deſinam. Curr J exhozt, t 
J will neuer ceaſe exhoꝛting, y not onely 
here in p church you would attend fo thoſe 
things that are ſaid,but at home alſo von 
would dayely giue pour ſelues fo reading 


ok the Scriptures: Touching this matter 
that now is moued, J haue read, and you 


may ſce, what heathens by learning, e na⸗ 
turall light haue ſayd to ſome themſelues, 


and their kriendes in ſuch loſſes , but this 


neuer read J, neither ſhall vou finde, that 
all their comfoꝛts haue counteruailed one 
pꝛomiſe out ot Gods bale. They ſapd wel 


examples of great men that had gone be⸗ 
foze them, x ſuch like. But what are theſe 
to thoſe which the woꝛd wil ſhew vs? Dur 


ſafetie in Choiſt, our reſurrection, our im⸗ 
moꝛtalitie in p pꝛeſence of Father, Sonne 
and holy Ghoſt, with ſuch like? Pet both 
8 to à lanctified minde,and now that we 

ars 
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Are to conſider of this thing,lette vs view 


them both, 
Firſt, the neceſſifie of death is a true 
comfozt againſt death, be it of our ſelues, 


o2 of our friends. No fleſh aliue but it muſt 
dye. And ſhal we feare that in our ſelues, 


o2 immoderatelp be waile y in our frieds, 


that cannot be auopded ? This were with 


witleſſe will to diſturbe the peace of our 


whole life, : with a ſeruile dꝛead of p laſt 


houre to bereaue of comſoꝛt all the reſt of 
houres that we are to live in this pꝛeſent 
woꝛld. NUhich how fwliſh it were, pour ſelf 
concetue . The carefull view of natures 
courſe doeth ſhow vs degrees from age to 


ace fill we come to a full, and then a like 


decreaſe by ſtep after ſtep till we come to 
the change againe. Youth foloweth child⸗ 


neceſſitie, i we liue. But whe we are chil- 
dꝛen we feare not to be men, neither when 
we are men to become olde men, but man 
rather wiſh it,Why the ſhould we either 
feare our ſelues, oꝛ lament in our friends 
death to folow age in his courle apoin⸗ 


ted, moꝛe then age to folow youth as was 


n eee p one muſt be receiued 
f HP. ili. as 


1 


— 


hood, and age foloweth youth by an aſſured 


* 
1. 
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as well as the other without choiſe . And 
| therfoze a wile content both in our ſelues 


a Antics cy oo ro Ob ⁰ ⁰⁰⁰-»ãůmůͤ̃ wh. - 4 ' 


and our friends ſhal become vs beſt. Who 
wil not dye, let hun neuer line. Fo2 we res 


teiue the one to indure the other, when 


God apoinfeth, and we mult all dye. To 
wile men netellitie is a comfo2t, & J hope 
to pou. | 
The miſeries of this life is an other 
head fro which heathen men haue deriued 
tomfoꝛt againſt death. Conſtoer them with 


vour ſelfe fro the firſt age, to y laft houre. 


woes? Fro al which our death doth free vs. 


The diſeales incidẽt to our bodies to vere 
vs with woe acco2ding to their natures, 
ſome moꝛe t ſome lefle,+ the leaſt to much. 
All p changes & chances of this wꝛetched 


wonꝛld, whervnto whilſt we liue, we muſt 
pe open, will we, nill we. Marres +4 maſ⸗ 


ſacres, publike and pꝛiuate, bluddy and 

cruel!, want of chudzen, and wickedneſſe 
of childꝛen to our great grief, touching ins 
famte by landcrs and contumelies, erroꝛs 
and hereſies in minde damnable, feares Fx 
cares , doubts and dumpes, anguiſh and 
vnqutetncſle entring euen vp the inward 
parts with a thoufand like, are they not 


And 


mans frailtie and faith. 
And therefoze how ſhould we either feare 
oꝛ ſo20w foz in our ſclues 02 our friendes 
what ſo doth fried vs? Truelp if we think 


ok it as we ſhould in deede,we mult needes 
be of Seneca his iudgement, and appꝛoue 


his ſpeach made in this fozt , O ignoꝛant aq Mar- 
men of their owne miſeries, who p2ayle tian. 


not death as the beſt inuention that euer 
nature had, which includeth felicitie, ex⸗ 


cludeth miſerp, ũniſheth the toples of age, 


pꝛeuenteth the perills of pouth, to many 
is a remedie, to ſome a with, to all an 
ende, and deſerueth better of none, then 
to whome it cometh befoge it be called 
foꝛ. Yea, we mult confeſſe, theſe things 
weil conſidered , that it befalleth to men 
concerning death „ as it befalleth ponge 
childꝛen concerning thepꝛ kriendes. 

Little childzen ; if thepꝛ friends be dil⸗ 
guiſed with ſome ſtrange ſhowes , they 
are afrayde of them, and crying flye 
from them as ſome that would hurt them, 
but take of thoſe viſards , that they may 


appeare as they are, and by and by they 


are com: toꝛted and imb2ace them glad⸗ 


lie: even ſo is it in me when wee are 


melted , 


V. iii. If 


1 
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ok that viſard of ſuppoſed euell, and behold 
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It appeareth to vs diſguiſed and conered 


with ſome euill, that is terrible to vs, and 
our ignozace of his truth maketh vs ſhzink 
to think that he doth appꝛoch. But pluck 


his nature, as be is, we ſe him our friend, 


pea our great friend, that cutteth y thꝛed 
which woe doth weaue, t we flpe no moze, 


no: feare no moꝛe, but are coinfo2tcd true⸗ 
ly e imbꝛace him willingly as we ought. 
They conſider againe the famous men 
that haue died befoꝛe them, and what ſuch 


hauc indured, x could not auopd, they think 


great ſhame either to keare, oꝛ flpe, to las 
ment in thẽſelues, oꝛ in their friends. The 
greateſt lights y euer were amongſt them 
died all. Socrates and Cicero, Demoſthenes 
and Plato, Cæſar and Pompei, learned o2 


martiall, oꝛ whatſoeuer. Yea what wiſe⸗ 


dom and knowledge, what valure # pꝛow⸗ 


es, what ace oꝛ what gouernment ſocuer 


they had,all gifts and graces, all pompe x 


power, all Empire and maieſtie, were it 
ouer thouſands thouſãds, velded to death, 
Death had his place when the time was 


come, and as well theſe lights & loft ie gal⸗ 


lants, as the loweſt poꝛe ones and leaſt 
1 wozmes 
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wo2mes d2unck of his cup whe they were 
inioyned.Shall it not then euen in reaſon 
feme vnright, it any of leſle merit, yea of 
no merit in compariſon of ſuch men, ſhall 
greue foꝛ thẽſelues 02 any friend of theirs 
to indure that, which theſe indured⸗ Sure⸗ 
ly not onelp to greue, but not moſt willing 
ly to welcome what theſe all umbꝛaced is 
fenderneſſe intollerable, folly vnfitting, & 

a fault that no way may be erculed, Vea 
the fault 1s ſo much the greater by how 
much either you oꝛ your friend are infert- 
oꝛ to theſe men in ſeruice and ble vnto the 
common ſtate. Thus did p heathens ſeeke 
fo ſalue the ſoꝛe that grew by death of a⸗ 
ny. And to this ende many things of like 
perſwaſton they heaped vp. J paſſe them 
ouer as haſtning to the wo2d of God the 
fountaine of all comfoꝛt aboue compariſs, 
This onely J ſap, and pꝛay vou to obſerue 
as the ende of the naming of thus much, 
That heathens were aſhamed fo feare 
death in thẽſelues, oꝛ immoderatelp to bes 
waple it in any friend. And will you faple 
of the ſtrength of an heathen? Shall they 
fight better againt fwliſh affections by the 
light of nature, then you by the power of 

+a e grace 


woꝛd: The Loꝛd fozbid, And as you tender 
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pour credit to be iudged truely a ſouldier 
that anſwereth the pꝛomiſe made in bap⸗ 
tiſme that you would ft2ht manfully vnder 
Chziſtes banner, and not pelde to pour 
oe, and pour Gods ene mie, lette not Sas 
than onercome you in this, to make you 
woꝛſe then an heathen, moꝛe paſſionate, 
moꝛe impatient, moꝛe ſubiec to will and 
leſſe ſubiect to reaſon, nay moze diſobedts 
ent to S O D and of lelle reputation be⸗ 
koꝛe men foꝛ gouernement of your minde 
then they were. PVou know moze,per- 
foꝛme not leſſe then they dyd. You haue 
ſeene a light v they neuer ſaw, walke in 5 
ſame as a child of pᷣ light & be comfoztable. 
And now to the woꝛd of God, the ſ weet 

- fountaynes of Iſraell, that cole in derde 
the ſcoztching heate of all ſoꝛowes, and 
by name of this, when GWD taketh our 
friends awap by death. Many are the 
places whence comfozt may flow if ther 
be conſidered, but meaning onely to giue 
you a taſt ſome fewe ſhall ſerue at this 
time and to them be added by your owne 


oy Mligerice ſome moe daplp. 
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The firſt is in Iob the firlf chapter: low x. 


The Lord gaue, and the Lord hath taken, 
& bleſſed be the name of the Lord. Wher 


J pꝛap you conſider well what lob loſf 
when he ſayd thus, and conſider what you 
haue loſt now at this time. ou ſhal finde 
pour caſes farre differing . lob had his 
Oxen and his Alles taken away by ſtran⸗ 
gers, and his ſeruantes flayne with the 
edge of » [wo2d,this was his firſt newes. 
The fire of God fell downe from heauen 
and burnt vp his ſheepe and his ſeruants, 
t deuoured thẽ, this was his ſecond newes. 
His Camells were taken by p Chaldeans, 
and his ſeruants lame againe with p edge 
of the [ woꝛd, this was his third newes. 
All of them bitter and græeuous to happen 
at once J am ſure you will conkeſle, & full 
ſoꝛe any one of them by it ſelfe alone wold 
haue plaged many of vs in theſe daies. Vet 
ſee farre greater. His fourth + laſt newes 
was, d his ſonnes ꝭ daughters were eating 
and d2inking wine in their eldeſt bꝛothers 
boule,t bohold ther came a great winde fro 
beyõd 5 p wildernes & ſmote p foure coꝛners 
of p houſe, which fel vpon his childꝛẽ, & they 
died all, pea all, ail at once, bp this ſoden 
meanes 
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meanes to the vtfer amazing of all that 
ſhould ſee it & think of it. Pet foz all this 
ſaith the holy Ghoſt, lob did not ſinne, to 
wit,by rauing,and rapling, crping & roa⸗ 
ring impatiently, neither did charge God 
foliſhly as doing any thing vmultly 02 cru 
ellp, but conſidered, who had giuen c who 
had taken, weighed with himſelf they wer 
Gods, and not his, and ſhould he fo2bid the 
Lo2d fo doe with his owne, what was his 
god pleaſure? Swetely and mekely, pa⸗ 
tiently and peaceably he calf vp his eies, 
his hart, his ſoule, his minde, his affections 
all vnto the Lozd and ſaid, Bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord. And of which Lozd ? 
Surely of this Loꝛde that had thus dealt 


had from him. 

God hath not dealt thus with you by ma⸗ 
ny and many degrees at this time, & will 
vou then take on, and as it were bid bat⸗ 
taile to the Loꝛd by wepings # waylings, 
by ſobbings and ſighings,by gronings and 
cryings,by mutterings # nurmurings, & 
many other teſtimonies of a diſcontented 
and offended minde,aboue that which can 
ſdande with a dutifull childes behauiour 
Is  lawfull 


with him and now taken all that cner be 


= 2 — — hs OT ee een > TRA ] 


vou doe it, if you be indued with the ſame 


| him not in fe, but foꝛ tearme, and what 


mans frailtie and faith. 125 
lawfull to his heauẽlp father: At your loſſe 
were as great as Iobs was, yet you ſee 
what he did, and this was Gods ſpirit in 
him, much moze in a farre leſſe loſt muſt 


ſpirit, Thinke with your ſelfe as you ſe 
Job did, what eſtate you had in this friend 
of pours that now pou haue loſt. Bou held 


tearme, no certaine tearme neither, but 
during the Loꝛds god pleaſure. Now pour 
tearme is out, and the Loꝛd will bane his 
owne againe, greeue not then at the loſle, 
but be thankfull foz the loane ſo long. A⸗ 

gaine, J warrant you Iob very carefullp 
calf with himſelf what the heathens about 
him and ſtrangers to religion would ſay 
if he ſhould take on and outrage by any 
impatiencte. Surelp euen thus. Behould 
now the man, that feared God and was ſo 
religious, that taught others, and rebuked 
many when they did offend, that ſpake ſd 
much of the Loꝛd and had his wil ſo euer 
in his mouth, that gaue ſuch teſtimonies 
ſundzy wayes fo the ſhow of man of a re⸗ 
fozmed minde, xc. Now where 1s all be- 
come ? Now ſ& this mans pzaciſe wm 

| 
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it an{wereth his ſpeeches: when he was 
not tried. Mhat doe we ſee now moꝛe in 


bim, then in an other, p made not halfe the 


ſhow 5 this man did: Is there but ſo much 
in him as in many heathen,y knew not his 
religiõ. Haue nat they taken patietly loſſe 
of ithers + mothers, wiues t childze,kins 
red © friends, t neuer ffarted at it in com- 
pariſon of this man: D vaine fable the of 
a religion, that peldeth no moze patience t 
quiet cõtent in time ot ne de the this mans 
doth, we wil no ſuch religid fo2 our parts, 
neither wil we hereafter regard this man, 
as we haue done befoꝛe, t ſo fo2th:UWhat a 
fearcful fruit had this bene of lobs impa⸗ 


tiencie: How could y Lo2d haue indured it 


at his hands, if he had opened in this ſo2t þ 
mouthes of the wicked againff his holy 
feare:Dherſoze lob laid his hand vpon his 
mouth;+ ſubmitted himſeif wholp with al 
his affects top Lo2ds god pleaſure with 
out cauſing anp one fo ſpeake euill by his 
meanes, to gods god liking t his owne las 
fling pꝛaile to þ y woꝛlds ende. The caſe is 
yours at this time in a ſoꝛt and nieaſure. 
Pou haue loſt a loſſe, t mens eyes are vpõ 
dein haue loved the n ſpoken 7 
tf 
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the Loꝛdes feare befoze diuers. Now ther 
loke fo2 the power of it in your ſelfe, as 
they ſ& you now to gouerne pour atfectiõs 
acco2ding to the ſame, ſo happely will they 
think both of religion t of your ſelfe while 
they liue. Pluck vp your hart then in gods 
name, and ſhow patience and.comfozt.Yos 
nour the Lo2d by bleſſing his name as lob 
did. Honour his truth which you pꝛofeſſe 
by a godly ſtay of weake nature, and as 
the Loꝛd liueth he wil honour vou againe 
with mercie that ſhall counteruaple this 
ble, and farre erceede it. All is his that 
pou iniop, and this friend of pours was 
his alſo. He hath not taken all, but part, 
and left you much moze then he hath ta⸗ 
ken. Say then with p Pꝛophet Dauid in 
a ſwærte comfozt and eaſe of your minde: 
O my Soule why art thou ſo ſadde, and Plalm, 4t> 
why art thou ſo vnquiek within mee ſtill 
truſt in God. c. 
Euer be content, and now be content 
with his holy will. Ye gaue and none 
but he , he hath taken and none but he, 
| not myne but his owne, my tyme was 
' out, and the right returneth to the true 
3 owne 


r. 


I may 


' Job. 1. 
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but like an vngodly woman as ſhe ſhould 
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I map not grudge a moꝛtal man his oſoun 
when my time is out, much leſſe God, my 
deere God, my l werte God and god God 
that lendeth me pet mercies many,t com⸗ 
fozts manp, though this be gon. The 1025 
krengtben me. Amen, amen. 

Secondlp, to pour comfo2t cõſider what 
this ſame lob ſaith againe in his ſecond 
chapter to his impatient wife. She rageth 
and ſtoꝛmeth, ſhe fretteth and fumeth, not 
onelp like a weake woman as ſhe was, 


not be, & comming to her huſband in this 
great affliction,increaſed now much moꝛe 
by Satans malice vpon his owne bodie, 
the biddeth him curſe God and dye , To 
whome this ſweet ſpirited man made this 
aunſwere . Thou ſpeakeſt like a foo- 
liſh woman. What? Shall we receiue good 


at the hand of God & ſhall we not recciue 


ceuelle Not ſinning vet fo2 all this with his 


lips, but ſo bꝛideling his affections that his 
tongue thꝛough impat iencie did not once 
murmure againſt the Loꝛd. Now marke 
J pꝛap vou Jobs reaſon to his wife. He 
telleth her both he r ſhe had receiuꝛd mas 
ny = things at Gods hand,and 2 
they 
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they were bound to welcome ſuch woe, as 
the Lozd ſhould ſende without any wap⸗ 
ward grudging at p change. Becauſe god 
things bind to take woꝛſe things well if þ 
Loꝛd do ſend them. Himſelle foloweth this 
rule, and foz the mercies which he had had 
he will now indure with willing hart & 
quiet minde 3ᷣ̊ miſerie which was pꝛeſent. 
Bleſſed lob thou man of God foz thy ſo 
doing. How ſ werte was this argument in 
Gods eares 5 pꝛeuailed not ſo much with 
thy wayward wife 2 Apply this now to 


god vnto you many wapes as well as to 
Iob.Caſt vp pour bills of recepts and call 
pour ſelfe to a Chꝛiſtian audit. warrãt 
pou the Summa Totalis will amount very 

high. t vet vou tan neuer remember halfe. 
Pour election,your creation, your rede p⸗ 
tion with the wounds and woe of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, vour iuſtification by his perfect in- 
nocencte , your vocation by his heauenly 
woꝛd, & ſancttfication by his bleſſed ſpirit, 
pour 'glozification in his moſt glozious 
kingdome which in hope vou inioy with al 

other merties in body E ſoule, in your feife 


pour owne eſtate and tell me as you ten⸗ 
der truth, whether God hath not bene ful 
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and your friends ſo infinite waies beſtow? 
ed of him, + ſo to your comfozt:recetued of 
pou ſince your firſt conception, they will 
make a ſumme as J am ſure vou wil cons 
felle very great. Thunk the what Iob ſaid 
fo: his part, that he toke himſelle bound 
by the god to indure the euell, and ſee if 
pour caſe be not al one. Vou map not gains 
ſap it. And therefoꝛe except vou will mali⸗ 

ctoully fight againſt the Loꝛdes god plea⸗ 
ſure, vou mult yeld as he did, and ſay euen 
as he ſaid in effect of woꝛds . O my deere 
God à bleſſed father, how many haue thy 
merties bene vpon me & to mee: Bow deep 
- dꝛaught haue J dꝛunk of this ſ wert cup 
of thine: Now thou halt taken one comfoꝛt 
from me, ſhal J not ſet p one againſt the 
_ other as thy ſeruãt lob did: hal J receue 
god things at thy hads,+ not euell: Shall 
J pꝛeſcribe vnto thee what J wil haue? O 
karre be it from me. 4 thank ther my deere 
god ſoꝛ thy manifold x inſinit mercies. And 
in this change couch my lelfe at p fte ot 
thy maieſtie, thy will be done 4 not mine, 
Lo2d make me cõtent, wert Loꝛd Jam 
rõtent, as a weake wꝛetch can be cõtent. 
„eee ane through the 
f grace 


WPeſt A ſaꝝ in the wiſedome of God, and to 


mais frailtie and faith,” 131 
grate 5̊ hath w2ought it, but J finde per⸗ 
foꝛmance hard th2ough d ſinne v is in me. 
My loſſe thou haſt gained J do not doubt. 
This friend is remoued from me to dwel 
with ther and J may not grudge it. Many 
mercies J iniop ſtil and they ſhall content 
me. Thus if vou reals you ſhal pleaſe god, 
reſemble Ioh here befoze your epes, t that 
exe of God that ſpied him and made his 
hoaſt of ſo patient a ſeruant ſhall doe the 
like of pou to pour great god. In the Lo2d 
then comfo2t your ſelfe after this ſoꝛt and 
remember this ſpech of Job to his wife. 
Job receiued god things & ſo haue you, Iob 
reteiued evell- ſo mult vou, Iob pet was 
patient and ſo ought vou. Now the Cod 
of patience giue it fo vou. 2 
CThirdly, J think in this caſe of y Apolttes 
woꝛds: All things work for y beſt to them 
that loue God. It the dead belõged then to 
God, this was beſt foꝛ him, to be releaſed, 
and if your ſolke belong to God, this is al⸗ 
ſo belf foꝛ vou at this tyme to loſe him. 


ſame ende; although not ſo in your owne 
reaſõ which ſeeth not ſo far t in al reſpeds. 
mou think with vour ſelfe thus much. 


J. ii. Jf 
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It vou had done god to one and pleaſured 

him much, x all the friends he hath oz any 
dk them ſhould cry out ſoꝛ it, would it not 
greue pou: dure it would greue you euen 
ſo much moꝛe by how much that vnthank⸗ 
full dillike ſhould be moꝛe vehement and 
laſt long. So is it with Cod. And therfoꝛe 
ſie what pou doe and whome you anger. 
The Apoſtles woꝛds are plain, all things 
wozke foz the belt to them that loue God. 
Ff you belctue it, and think both of pour: 
dead e your ſelf that vou haue loued God, 
the holy Ghoſt concludeth which cannot 
lpe that this ſame was beſt both foꝛ him 
and pou that now is effected and tome to 
palle . When god is done we ſhould not 
.greue, t when the beſt is done much lelle 
ſhould we greue. Away then with ſoꝛow E 
thele ſow2e lokes-and let the Lo2d fo his 

mertie receiue your thanks from faithfull 
content , and not murmurings and repi⸗ 
nings fr bnb21deled affections, Not onely' 
god is done buf the beſt,cuen the very belt 
by him that knew what euer was beit x 
it ſhould appeaſe vou. God i is no lyar, nets 
ther can be e decoſued, bat if one houres life 
might haue bene better either fo; bim 92 


you, 
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 you,thenis not the belt done and then the 
| MApollles-wozdsare not true. But 5; were 
| wicked once to imagine. Therfoꝛe no lon⸗ 
[ ger life would haue p2ofited either him oz 
you;But the very belt is done. Bleſſed. ve 
. God foz his godnelſe euer. 
Fourthly, J conſider what the ſame a Rom. y 
poltle ſaith in an other plate. I deſire to be 
} -Jooſed and to be with Chriſt, which is beſt 
_ of all. And A aſ ke ot pou whether pour 
ſelfe doe not the like as vou àre able. If 
vou do not, vou are pet oner earthly c fur⸗ 
ther in loue with this wicked world, then 
vou ſhold be. Jf you doe it, why then greue 
vou that pour friend hath obtapned, what 
you deſire?. This will ſeeme enuie, rather 
then loue in vou, to cõceiue diſlike foꝛ once 
well doing. What againe if pour friend 
wiſhed as the: Apoſtle doth long befo2e he 
obtained his requeſt, ⁊ now the Lo2d hath 
graũted what ſo hartcly he wiſhed? This 
, is mercte to be reioyſed fo2 , aud not any 
| miſerie to be wept foꝛ. A true friend ac- 
knowledgeth a debt foꝛ the pleaſuring of 
his friend, and is not moued with anger 
oz griefe foz the ſame. Stay your teares 
then. tf vou wil be iudged a fried,4 grudge 
A. iii. neither 
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neither to God the companp ot his chilve, 
noz fo the child the pꝛeſente of his God, ſoʒ 
this is wicked. Think of the gloꝛy. unmoꝛ⸗ 
talitie, comfo2t and iope with the bleſſed 
Trinitie and all the hoſt of heauen p pour 
friend now intopeth , ſuch as no epe hath 


ſ&ne, no eare bath heard, neither euer 


tould enter into mans hart. Think of the 


he is fried fro, t iudge if p Apoſtle ſay not 
true, it is beſt to be loſeds eto be w Chzilk, 
Ik this beſt now be fallen to your louing 


friend by gods god mercx, bleſle god foꝛ it. 


cofo2t pour ſelfe p̊ pour fried iniopeth ſuch 
endiclle cofo2t;S0 (hal you ſhow pour ſelf 
a friend in de2de & all godly. and wiſe ſhal 
think well of yon.” Thus may vou gather 

man 4 many places of holp ſcripture and 
nieditate of thẽ after this ſozt;lo2ſweet is þ 


woꝛdof god againſt all grerfe, t by name a- 


gainſt this. 
2. Coꝛinth. 5. We know p if our earth⸗ 
ly houſe of this tabernacle be deſtroied, we 
haue a huilding giuen of god, p is an houſe 
not made with hãds, but eternal in pᷣ hea⸗ 
urs. Ther foꝛe we ſigh deſiring to be clothed 
Gaby our boule wb Is fro heaut᷑. At your 
dead 


woes & miſeries in this curſed vale, that 


8 


98 
4 * 1 
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dead frend haue now obtained what al A⸗ 
poltles & faithful men e women ſigh fo ob⸗ 
taine e is now dwelling in v heauẽ ly houſe 
3 they ſo couet, mourne not fo2 it, but iop 
in it, tõteiue no heauineſſe but l wert com⸗ 
fozt 5 god hath bene ſo kind to one whom 
pou loued. Againe ſaith p ſame Apoſtle in 
the ſame place, Tue know y p whilſt we are Verſe.6. 
at home in Þ body we are abſent from the 
Lo2d. Lherfoze we loue rather fo remoue 10. 
out of p body t to dwel with þ Loꝛd. This 
abſfece from god is your frend freed from, e 
this pꝛeſente t dwelling w god he is now 
bleſſed withal, a true cauſe,+ great cauſe, 
as hath bene ſaid of god content. Pꝛauoke 
not the Loꝛd then with vnthakful teares, 
ſighes, & gronings, buf ſtap p courſe 5 ol⸗ 
fedeth gretly z tread p ſteps ot ſuch as haue 
walked rightly. They wer euer patiẽt i mo 
derat in ſozow. They ruled affectiõs & gaue 
them not a lle reine and ſo doe you, 
I. Lhelf.4413.J would not bꝛethꝛẽ haue 
pou ignoꝛant concerning the 5 ſleepe, that 
ve ſoꝛow not, euen as other Þ haue no hope 
tt. Read the place and examine your owne 
courſe whether you hope oꝛ no. Firſt that 
your 1 is well, e then that almigbtie 
J. iiii. God 


Pſal.18, 


now can J haue, woe is mee, O heaup day, 


And when man returneth to his earth a⸗ 
gaine pet the Lo2d is in heauen where he 


wth — — r 2 


r 
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God will ſupply his want to pou ſome 9- 
ther wayzfoz b both theſe areneceſſary.Dur 
friends are our comfozt ę our great com- 
fozt if they be god, but if A tye God to the 


and think all is gone when they are gone 


where is my hope: What. pleaſure to god 
ſo to truſt in him, that J truſt moꝛe in my 
friends, and cr ve out when they goe, how 
ſhall J doe, what ſhall J doe, whether ſhal 
J turne me, how ſhall J liue, what iope 


alas alas & ſuch like. Js this hope, is this | 
truſt, is this faith? Fie,fie,that euer affec* | 
tions and paſſtons ſhould - cary any god 
childe of God lo farre from his dutie, and 
fro true knowledge. J ſay again our freds 


are our comfo2t while the Lo2de lendeth 


them, but pet the Loꝛd is my ſtrong rock 
ſaith Dauid in whom J will truſt, my ca- 
ſtle & deliuerer, my ſheld t my refuge, ec. 


euer was, to be my father. if J haue loſt 
my father, to be my mother ſiſter and bzo- | 
ther, ik J want any of theſe and to be all | 
in all to me whatſoeuer J neede. Theres | 
foze while * liueth, which ſhalbe euer, 1 

cannot 
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.ganmot be friendlefſe though my friendes 
de e depart from mee, but either foz one 
be mill raiſe vp an other, oz himſelfe ſup⸗ 
ply the place, which is beſt af all. Pourne 
not chen as one without hope J pꝛap vou, 
but harken to the Apoſtle, and ſhow fozth 
vour faith, pour hope, pour truſt to Gods 
glozp and your owne pzaiſe.Concetue wel 
of your friend that is departed, t conteiue 
well of your owne eſtate now remaining, 
fo2 it cannot be euell, if pou take this loſſe 
patiently as velding to God with al your 
þart,what is his godpleſure now to haue. 
Apoc. 14. 13. Bleſled are p̊ dead which 
dye in the Load. Cuen fo ſaith the ſpirit. 
Foz they reſt from their labours & their 
wozkes folow them. Your: friend is dead 
in the Loꝛd, and ther efoꝛe bleſſed. Mil vou 
then wepe foꝛ him 2 Mis woꝛkes folow 
him, and the Loꝛd in mercie hath crowned 
his true obedience accoꝛding to his pꝛo⸗ 


mite, and will vou loke awzy'at it? S 


fozbid.. - | 
Leuit. 10.3. Nadab 4 Abihu the ſonnes 

of: Aaron are flapne by the Loꝛde in his 
anger and wzath foꝛ their ſinkul pꝛeſump⸗ 
tion, A fearefuli ſight. fo2 a fathers eves. 
4.0. Two 8 
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thers in peate, is gathered to his people, is 


and it died befoꝛe it tould be baptiſed, This 


Two ſonnes at once t in ſuch ſozt dean 
Pet what did Aron?J pꝛap vou marke the 
text. Aron held his peace ſaith i holy. ghaiſt 
ther! And what an example is this. von 
care foz any thing to ſtay your affections; 
"Laſt of all conſider with: your ſelf 5 pour | 


friend walketh with god, is gone to his ka ⸗ 


not dead bat uepeth, 4 his fleſh reſteth in 


hope. He is gone y way of al fleſh, æ behoul⸗ 
deth nowthe face of god in heauen, x what 


cauſe at (ozowits this to aup frend Þ loued 


him: It pour friend were pꝛeferred to an 
— Minces courte to. his great god, 
would pou ſhow pour loue in lamẽting it:? 
Pow much leiſe his pꝛeferment to Gods 
kingdome tu his unmaꝛtal, euer laſting, 4 
buſpeakeable-god2Jf pou will not vtterly 


warre againſt all truth and reaſon t euen 


God-himlelfe. J know you wil harken to 
theſe things. The Loꝛd in mercte giue vs 


| the ble of them in time ol niede. 


Ob. 
But happely it is vour child that 11 dead, 


greneth-pou moꝛe the otherwiſe it would, 
ney 1 — vour childs eſtate. 


E An- 
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94 3033! © ieee! 
wh £91 26 Anſwere⸗ © WY 29 
'+ Reade the Notes vpon the 17.06 Gene; 
dis (J hops thoy wal c content you fd3 this 
matter: God is noted to the Sacramẽ ts 
neither euer wat. Che tonteinpt danmetg 
but not the want when it is againſt wit, 
Read moꝛe where 3 referre you now (0p 
—— late,” 494468 frat} 
5 870 211 Lg n 
[ Happely your childe a of riper TO 
toward: that it could not be but he chould 
haue tome to great pꝛeferment, it he had 
liued ; both to his'6wne god e his friends 
great comiozt, And that he in his pouth x 
flower ſhould bo thus en JOS bit⸗ 
me lat an nene 


8 
e 


Dung 12: Aae 10 

Trit it is p loſle is greater in reſpect of f 
the wozld, but what is j ik we c6ſider god. 
God is able to ſupply all 2 ſome other way 
if we take it wel. This is apparñt, 8 what 
cõtozt by him could haue come to krends a⸗ 
ny'way;o2 pꝛefermtt to himſelſe if he had 
liued, the Loꝛde foꝛ ſome purpoſe that as 
vet is happely hidden ä But 


vet 
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doe vs god ſome other way. And as ſoꝛ his 
pzeferment, he is pzeferred to the higheſt 


| the hoſt of heauen and no earthly pefer- 


ment could euer match this if we ſanour 


- any thing but earth our ſelues. His youth 
may not greue vs,fo2 no youth to god fo2 
Pſalm.3. God,if he will haue them. Youth and age 
Syrach-37 indifferently the Lo2d-taketh,+ the times 
5 of alk ure in his handes which they ſhall 
not paſſe. If you will be ruled to weigh 
things with reaſõ you may wel ſee mercy 
euen in this timely death. Foz manyare 
the perills both of body & ſoule, that vong 
men auoide when they are taken hence. 
Falſe doctrine, errours, and hereſies, and 
many greuous ſinnes wounding the con- 
ſtiente with a biting wozme 5 euer gnaw 
eeth. Publicke calamitie & ruines of ſtate 
bitterer to god men then any death. Pꝛi⸗ 
uate miſeries, many and greuous, that no 
man can thinke of befoze hand. From all 
which this happie deliuerance in the time 
of youth doth free your childe and ſet him 


any A that wax. Nazianzene 2 = 


vet his arme is not ſhoztned as J faide to 


 heanens, to the pꝛeſente of God with all 


ſafe that you neuer ſhal mourne with hum 


f 
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Hoc n f vite 16708 at.pro 
plura mala partins 2 partim ſuſtine- Czfario. 
mus partim perperr anus. Thisbak baingeth a lõ⸗ 
ger time of life vnto vs, p moze euell wee 
partly ſe, partly indure, and partly com- 
mit our ſelues, Which pou ſee is final god 
to any. And therefoze no ho great cauſe wee - 
ſhould deſire many dapes in this wozld. - 
Q wer diligunt dy inueuis moritur . Whome 
the Gods lone he dyeth a pong man, ſaide 
Menander. Et deus ſape quos plurimi facit eos 
citius aufert e vita. God — he maketh 
molt accompt of thoſe he ſoneſt taketh, ſaid 
Euripides. The wiſe man alſo in his beke 
ol — ſpeaketh very well c J'p2ay 
you lette him perſ wade you ſomewhat in 
this point. The righteous ſaith he be pze- Wil. . 
uented by death that they may be in reit. 
He pleaſed God and was beloued of him, 
ſo that where he liued among ſinners he 
tranſlated him. Be was taken away leaſt 
wickedneſſe ſhould alter his vnder ſtãding, 
oz deteipt beguile his minde, Foꝛ wicked⸗ 
nelle by bewitching obſcureth the things 
that are god, t the vnſtedfaſtneſſe of con⸗ 
eupiſcence peruerteth the ſimple —_ — 

Thou 


_ — — — — — — — 6— on — — —_—_ 
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Thaugh he was founde dead yet. fulflev 
be much tune. Foz his ſoule pleaſed Gad, 


= = * therfiQe hated he to take him away. from 


wickedneſſe. Che rightuous j is dead con 
demneth vᷣ vngodly which are liuing, the 
vouth g; ia ſone bꝛought to an ende p long 
life of the unrightuous,This is comfoꝛta⸗ 
ble if vou marke it and is all confirmed by 
the Pzopbet Eſay, when he ſaith that the 
rightuous are taken away from the euell 
to come. It truth then may ſtay — 
wage any let OTE bucher 

"lob. | n 
3 his death was moze lodain th 
pau did au t Yourare mama eee mw 


| Lf] 28351 As, . 
But be not ſo, further then cauſe is is mi⸗ 

niſtred fozfeare you greue God. The truth 
is this . To the wicked p die out of y true 
faith though a ſoden taking away ſuch ſo⸗ 
dain death is ſeareful : But to one grafted 
into Chꝛiſt by a liuely faith hoping euer by 
him k onely by him at his death to be ſaued, 
A luing in a cõtinual expectatid of yhappy. 


N ready wity opletn lamp to 
. mete 


£ J. K 74 
w 7 


miete þ bꝛidegrome, ſuch death yeldeth to 
frends no cauſe of diſpatre, but rather cõ⸗ 
fozt & cauſe of thanks to god foz ſuch lpedy 
deliuerãce with out pain x toꝛmtt as many 
haue. Such ſpedy ffalation & ſodain chãge 
thal they haue y remaine aliue at the laſt 
day: in a moment t in p twinckling of an 
eve they ſhalbe chaged r pet no danger noz 
caule of feare & is not god the ſame now? -- 
Wherefoze be not diſmaid without cauſe. 
Many god men haue bene thus take & vet 
god men t the Loꝛds diere ones no doubt. 
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It is wꝛittẽ of a godly pꝛeacher, j hauing 10. lache. 
made a nofable ſermon of the raiſing vp ot ſius. 8. 


to come, to p̊ great comfozt of all Þ heard 
him, within 3. houres after himſelf depar⸗ 
ted, being when he pꝛeached well 4 (ound, 
Not vnlike to this is wꝛitten of Luther & 
many others. Diſpaire vou not the foz this 
thing, neither make it an argumẽt of gods 
' Wzath-Fo2 we ſhal erre greuouſlp it we do 
| tb. Oneip cõclude by it « learne by it, how 
+ Ffraile the eſtate of our life is, and how 

god it is to be euer ready. If God gius 

time it is a ſ wonte bleſling, and what we 
Js ſhould 


the womans ſonne of Naim by Chꝛiſt, t by Sepremb, 
P occaſion of p reſurrection t iopes of 5 life '5*5- 


Oo 


ny mo2e haſtely whom we knew to hould 
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biteth the hart nof onely of friends which 


| waketht in the 1 + every houre in the 


4 
3 
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ſhould pꝛay foꝛ euer, but if God pꝛeuent a- 


the head Chal in their health time, enter 


not info God his lecrets by that occaſion. 


But let him be iudge in his own matters 
himſelfe. Conteiue vou charitably and the 
beff of all, and eſpetiallp ot ſuch an one, 


leauing the fauling of any to his one 


ang oh 
640-14 Ob t- 

- "Dyed your friend in debt leaving u wife 

and childꝛen behinde hum in poꝛe eſtate 


ſo that pour hart bleedeth fo think of their 
mier ie and this is your grieke, 


Anſwere. 
Still till be patient Jp2ay vou # vaink 


oft of the Loꝛds fountaine ſome ſ wet wa⸗ 


ter fo refreſh you euen herein alſo. know 
this pou ſpeake of is a great griefe, and 


remaine but of the partie himſelfe p dieth 
while he is liuing ts the very botome. It 
goeth to bed with him e riſeth again with 
him, it lodgeth all night t lieth all dape in 
his boſome, pinching him euerie tyme he 


dar 
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day though he ſerme in face to haue no ſuch 
trouble in his minde , & alas ſaith he how 
ſhall J doe, how will theſe nerc ones and 
deere ones of myne doe when J am gon, if 
God ſhould call me away. Litle J haue 4 
euen p halbe taken from them. By wile 
ſhalbe foꝛced to rumme headlong to her wo, 
beſtowing her ſelfe wher ſhe affecteth not 
fo2 very nede,hautng it often in her diſh 
to her dying days in ſterde of better dein⸗ 
ties. A toke the with nothing, thou 


ſhouldeſt haue begged but foz inte tc. Me 


childꝛen ſhal either begge, oꝛ indure bitter 
ſoꝛow till they come to peeres vnder ſome 
hard maiſters and miſtreſſes that wilbe 
bould vpon thẽ becauſe they releue them, 
with a thouſand fuch helliſh concepts that 
euen teare a mans hart in ſunder & eate 
hun while he is a line. J know A ſay this 
and ſuffer with you in this pour griefe it 
this be it. know alſo that euen this ma- 
keth many a man and woman moze loth 
to die then otherwiſe they would be, wiſh⸗ 
ing of God that they may live to be cut of 
debt and leaue wife and child2en,tfricnds 4 
: louers fre though they leaue them litle 
belde. And becauſe diuers men haue dt- 

7 N. Uers 


E ICS — 1 — 


bp leales and liuings in reuerſton, ſome by 
dilcharging cuery pere a poztion by ſuch 


t. Pet. 5.7 
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uers meanes to rid their debtes by, ſome 


helps as alredie they imoy,cucry one with 


eth as his caſe is. Some to liue till thoſe 
leaſes come to them & theirs till they may 


by ſuch peerelp parcelis acquite the whole 
t ſo foꝛth. Cuerp one wiſhing life, c ſh2ink 
ing and ſhaking to think of death till this 
be ſo. To all which mindes thus greeued + 
pinched, not J but y ſpirit of comfo2t with 
great comfo2t ſpeaketh often in the woꝛd 
molt werte things. Caſt your care vpon 
him, for he careth for you. As if he ſhould 
ſay J know pour woe & wofull thoughts, 
be not diſcouraged neither faint in feare 
vnder this affliction, vou haue care in your 
hart, caſt it vpon me x J wil diſcharge it, 
what you cannot J can, ⁊ of my wil be aſs 


© Cured J doe care foꝛ pou. O my God what 


ſaiſt thou? Doſt thou care fe2 me: And ſhal 


J remoue it fro my ſelfe to thy maicſtie s 
lay it al bpon thee:? So in derde thou ſpeaks 
eſt, myne eies ſce,t mine eares heare. hyp 
ſo thẽ in dede wil J both beleue © doe moſt 
dere father, c groueling here in p duſt be- 
foꝛe ther, bleſſe thee © pꝛailſe thee fo caſing 


o 
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my ſoule of ſo ſowꝛe a (op, From me vpon 
' thee be my care hereafter, my ſ werteſt god 
and as thou haſt ſpoken doe fo2 mee and 
myne J belexch thee foꝛ Jeſus Chꝛiſt his 
ſake, 

In like ſozfe ſpeaketh the Þ2zophet Da- 
uid. Caſt thy burden vpop the Lozde and pfl. 55. 21 
he ſhal nurriſh the.Ye will not ſuffer the 
righteous to fall foz euer. Conſider the 

Rauens ſaith our ſautoz Chꝛiſt, how they 

neither ſow noꝛ reape, how they haue nei⸗ 

ther ſtoꝛehouſe noꝛ barne 4 pet god feedeth 

the. How much are ve better then fowles. 

Conſider the Lillies of the fielde how they x ,->. .. 
grow. They neither laboꝛ noꝛ ſpin & pet Sa LO 
lomon himlelfe in all his ropaltie was not 

clothed like one of theſe. Af the god ſo cloth 

vp gralle, which is to day in pᷣ field æ to mo- 

row is caſt into p ouen, how much moze 

wil he cloth vou, O ve of litle faith? Nhat 

can mans thought p2ofit him? Which of 

you ſaith the ſame our Sauiour by take⸗ 

ing 2 thought tan adde to his ſtature one 

cubit? 

If then by faking of thought ye be not 

able to doe the leaſt thing, why take ye 

thought foꝛ the remnant. 


r 
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What then concludeth our ſauiour there: 
Surely euen thus: your heauenly father 
knoweth p ve haue nade of theſe things. 
As ik he ſhould ſay , let this ſtaye you and 
[rengthen you ſatiſfie and content you 
euermoꝛe that God and God pour father 
knoweth your caſe what you e yours fro 
time to time t euer are in nede of; a nas 
tural father vpon earth cannot ſuffer his 
forme to ſinke when he knoweth & is able. 
And can a kinde God doe it Þ both know- 
eth e is moſt able? It cannot be.D ſtrãge 
tcomfoꝛt then dzawen from Gods know- 
ledge, how ouer whelmeth it all that euer 
fearefull man can obiect: J am bnwozthy. 
True. My debts be great. Be it ſo. The 


treditoꝛs cruell and mercileſſe. Graunt it. 


My ſelfe kriendlelſle and ſhifficfſe , oꝛ ſuch 
like. Mhat ſo euer it is ſinke it ſaith Chꝛiſt 
with this, pour heauenly father knoweth. 
And diſpaire pou of helpe when he faileth 
to know, not befoꝛe J charge you, but take 
it at my hands as a ſequele ſure, he know- 
eth, therefoze he will pꝛouide in fit time 
fo; all things and his care ſhall doe what 
yours neuer can both fo2 you and yours if 
you commit if to * and onely caft your 
owne 
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lune care chiefelp vpon this, to ſeeke his 
kingdome and the rightuouſneſle thereof, 
Swete is the comfozt and I werte is his 
mercie that ſo ſaith. And therefoze now 
when vou feele theſe thoughts ariſe what 
ſhall become of pou and yours Lo2d ſape 
thou knoweſt my ful diſtreſſe, in thy know 
ledge thou haſt willed me wholy to reſt x 
vpon the ſame and from the ſame to con- 
clude my comfozt thou wilt pꝛouide acco2- 
ding to thy knowledge to relieue my want 
whe thy god pleaſure ſhalbe which J muſk 
expect and fary foꝛ in ſure faith t᷑ chꝛiſti⸗ 
an patience as I will. 
Euer againe in ſuch griekes as theſe we Gen. 15. 
ſhould remember the pꝛomiſe of the Lo2d 
that he is our God + the God of our ſ&de, 
The childzen. we haue are his guift t the 
wife of our boſome is frõ his pꝛauidence. 
He will neuer foꝛzſake his owne, noꝛ giue 
duer to nurriſh whome he hath created x 
hitherto by our ſelues pꝛouided fo2z . And 
therefoze feare not, but if he take you as 
way he will gtue ſome other god meanes 
to perfoꝛme his pꝛomiſe by, he is your god 
and their god after vou 4 he wil not faile, 
In the very matter we ſpeake of ſee ex- 
N. iii. peri⸗ 
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perience, and be comfoꝛted with it. In the 
2 Kings. boke of p kings vou haue this ſtozy, That 
the hul band died being one of the ſonnes of 
the Pꝛophets & a man that feared God. Be 
died in debt, e left his poꝛe childꝛen to the 
crueltie of the creditoꝛ y came ful fearces 
lp to take them from their mother to an- 
ſwer the debt by bondage. A-heaup croſſe | 
to a man that feared God. To line in debt 
dye in debt when debt to his poꝛe ones 
was ſo daungerous. Vet thus it was that 
we may not be diſcouraged our ſelues, o 
others be ouer heady to cenſure to farre ii 
the like befall vs.Pappely this man might 
wih fo line till he had paied his debt, as 
vou doe. And with condition of Gods li⸗ 
King it was but well, if he did ſo. Foz a 
man is bound fo his familie. But it plea⸗ 
ſed not God. He dyed and left the debt vn- 
payed. And the creditoꝛs wilbe anſ we⸗ 
red as J ſapde with the bodies of his poꝛe 
babes which he left with a ſoꝛowfull mo⸗ 
ther behinde him. 
| Yow now then ſhall this wofull widow 
aͤnd fatherleſſe childzen doe? O comfoꝛt. 
And O God the true God of thy ſeruants 
8 of theyꝛ ſcede they leaue behinde "Eh 
e 
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The true God of the widow and father- 
leſle , Pow lee what he doeth . c fee 


if he favle to pꝛouide foz that thing that 
he knew this poꝛe mother hadde neede of 


ſoꝛ her ſelfe and her chiidzcn , He direc⸗ 


teth his Pꝛophet to bid her, and himſelfe 
by his power full mercie and moſt mer⸗ 
cifull power fo increaſed that litle Ople 
which ſhe had in a Cruſe that it paied her 
debto2s and yelded her maintainance fur⸗ 
ther foꝛ her and hers to their vnſpeakea⸗ 
ble comfoꝛt. You know the ſtozie. This 
then behold and thinke of, and this wzite 
in the pawmes of your hands that vou ne⸗ 
ner foꝛget it. God is not the God of this 
man alone, oꝛ of his widow and childꝛen 
which he left behinde him. But he is pour 


God and our God, and a God to all that 


depend vpon him. If you may line to free 
thinges your lelfe it is to be withed and 
vou may with condicion aſ ke it. But if 
you cannot, God pleaſing to haue it other⸗ 
wile , greeue not to depart, leaſt you ap⸗ 
peare to tye GD to pour pꝛouidence, 


lpfe and meancs , when you lx by this 


example what hee can doe when you are 


R. iiii. And 


gone, 
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And not what he can do, but what he hal 


doe if you wauer not but beleue? God was 
to this woman in ſteede of her huſband & 


better farre,ſo ſhal he be to your wife. God 


was fo theſe childzen in ſtede of their fas 
ther and better farre , ſo ſhall he be to 
vours. God was executoꝛ and paid pᷣ debt, 
, God was ouerſœr and all was well. 

Friends neither wãted oꝛ failed both mo- 
ther and childzen, but God was a friend 
in the greateſt neede that moſt fully and 
mercifully per foꝛmed all, and ſuffred not 
the care of his deceaſed ſeruant to be vn⸗ 
tared fo2 noz vncomfoꝛted. It is inough 
then. Greue not to dye if the Loꝛde will 


haue it ſo. But leaue all to him # remem⸗ 


ber his pꝛomiſes together with this pꝛac⸗ 
tiſe. Ve ſhall neuer foꝛſake you noꝛ faple 
vou. What is vnpayd he ſhal pape as ſhal⸗ 
* be beit, & he ſhall effect what vou cannot 
think of to giue teſtimonie of his mercie 


to you and yours. Me is not tied fo your 
leaſes and liuings when they ſhall deſcend 


vnto you. If he pleaſe he will vſe them, if 
not he can well want them, and pet pap 
Al, and ſet vp the pwꝛe fatherleſſe childe 
even with the rulers of the people, 1 - 
Br Wy at 
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hath done in al ages. Puch moze may you 
marke in ſcripture to this ende if pou read 


it carefully. Let this ſuffice now. And thus 


haue J giuẽ pou a faſt how you may plead 
with your ſelfe againſt your fault it you 
be vncomfoꝛtable fo2 the death of friends. 
This is the Koꝛds woz2d and his eternall 
trueth able to ſtape you if you be not to 

headie and wilfull, and J hops it ſhall, 


Cyprians Sermon of Mor- 


talitic. 


of men J might make a long boke. Foz 
any wozthy men in their times haue 
ſpoken and wutten moſt comfo2tably 
of this matter which now we ſpeake ol. 

But J would the woꝛd ſhould be our chief 
ſtay euer. Therefoze J wilbe ſpare in this 
thing, & vet ſomething out of many that 
pou map le in them the p2actiſe of Þ which 
now your ſelfe are to perfozme. And by 


I. J ſhould note vnto you the ſpeeches 


name out of this god ſermon of Cyprians. 


Eins eſt mortem timere qui ad chriſtum no- 


lit ire, eius oft ad Chriſtum wolle ire qui non cre- 


dit ſe cum chriſto incipere regnare . It is foꝛ 


Wilhy pꝛay we and begge we Thy kinge⸗ 
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him to fear death p is vn willing to goe to 


Chꝛiſt, æ it is foꝛ him to be vnwilling to go 
to Chꝛiſt p beleueth not 8 whe he dyeth be 
beginneth to reigne with Chꝛilt. 
Quiz non ad letjtia venive frſtinetur: QAxis non 
triſtitia carere eptet Who would not haſt to 
tome to iope and who would not ioye to 
2 woc: But this wozkes death, there⸗ 
oe, t. | 

Abraham vt deo placeret,nec amittere fili- 
um timnuit, nec guorere parricicium recuſauit. 
Abraham that he might pleaſe god nei⸗ 

ther feared to loſe his ſonne noꝛ refu- 

ſed fo lay him with his owne hands, 
(Pour caſe is not ſuch cc.) 

Pow can we pꝛap, Thy will be done x 
pct ſtriue againſt the ſame in the death of 


friends. 2a rogamus & petimus ad veniat 


regnum cœlorum, ſi captiuitas terrena delettar. 


dome come if earthly captiuitie pleaſe vs 
R 

Mon amittuntur fed premittuntar , Dur 
friends when they die are not loſt but ſent 
befoze vs, We ſhold not wcare black gar⸗ 
ments fo: them when they weare white, 
we ſhould giue no occaſib iuſtly top _ 
© 7 = 1 tills 
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tills to repꝛoue vs, Q od quos viuere apud 
deum dicimus vt extinctos & perditos lugea- 
mus, et fidem quam ſermone et voce depromi- 
mut, cordis et pectoris teſtimonio reprobemus: 
That whome we ſay to liue with god, we 
lament as loft & periſhed, & ſo ouerthzow 
by action that faith which with mouth & 
wo2d we p2ofeſſe, N:b:1 prodeſt verbis pro- 
ferre umtutem et factis deſtruere veritatem. - 
It p2ofiteth nothing in woꝛds to ſpeake of 
power and with derdes to ouerthzow the 
trueth, 
Cum mundut oderit (hriſtianum,quid amas 
eum quinte odit, et non magis ſcqueris Chriſtum 
qui te redemit et aligit. 

Since the woꝛlde hateth a Chaiſttan, 
why loueſt thou that which hateth thee 
t foloweſt not rather Chꝛiſt that re⸗ 
dermed thee and loueth the in deede? 
Who would not glavly be out of a houſe 
that tottereth and chaketh cuerie honre 
like to fall vppon his head? Such ts this 
world, ⁊c. 

Quits non peregre conſtitutius properet in 
 parriamregredi.cc.UWMho being in à ſtrange 
countrie would not haſt to be at home in 
his owne . Who going tw ſhip doth = 

| wt 
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wich fo2 a pꝛoſperous winde that quickly 
he map be with his friends. Heauen is our 
toũtrp, p Patriarkes be our parents, why 


haſt we not then to ſalute ſuch friẽds. ec. 


Ambroſe hath written a boke of the 
god of death, With many mo if this courſe 
might p2ofit you. By all which J p2ay pou 
conſider how they were comfozted when 
God take awaye their friendes oz when 
themlelues had thoughts of their owne des 
parture.God is y ſame that euer he was, 
heauen is as glo2zious & earth as wꝛetch⸗ 
ed as euer they were. If they then were 
glad when either them lelues oz their 
kriends were to iniop the one and to leaue 


the other, what ſhould it be p ſhould hin⸗ 


der vs from the like comfoꝛt? Nothing of a 
truth, but either want of ſuch knowledge 
oꝛ ſuch obediece to knowledge as they had. 
Both which are ſuch faults as ought ſpede⸗ 
ly fo pꝛick vs to amendmet,Coclude then 
with your hart that you will be ſtrong, 
p2ay to the giuer that vou may be ſtrong, 
t leaue pour loſſe to the Lozde pour God 
that hath gained him, bleſſed foꝛ him and 


bleſled foꝛ pou, with many thanks fo2 euer 


and euer. Amen. 
FINIS. 
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mercte and godneſſe, that we haue euer 
ſince we were boꝛne, and befo2e found, and 
dately doe finde at thy Maieſties handes, 
together with our great vnkindneſſe ſhew- 
ed euerie way to the againe foꝛ the ſame, 
we muſt nedes conkeſſe, & euen doe from 
the bottome of our hartes acknowledge, 
that maruellous is thy mercie in ſparing 
vs kill to liue, and in not — 


— 


— 
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away from the carth,+ from befoꝛe thee. 
Foz haſt not thou, O deece God, ol thy free 
mercie befo2e the foũdations of the world 
were laide, choſen and elected vs fo2 thy 
childꝛen, whe others as god as we by na⸗ 
ture ſhal burne in hel eternallp, being re⸗ 
tected of thee in y hidden counſell of thins 2 
Halt not thou to our endleſſe cofozt certi⸗ 
led, ⁊ made knowe vnto aur ſpirits p ſame? 
hat 5ᷣ not created vs neither beaſts, todes, 
woꝛmes, oꝛ any ſuch like ongly creatures, 
burt in thine owne image, accoꝛding to thy 
likeneſſe, to rule ouer the ſiſhes in p ſea, 
ouer the foules of the heauen, oucr euer p 
thing p moueth vpon the earth: And when 
being thus created innocent, pet we perſt⸗ 
fed not in p ſame, but fell into the curſe 
that bꝛingeth cfernall death, diddeſt thou 
not ſo pitie vs, as that foꝛ our redemption 


and ſafetie, thou grudgeſt not bnfo vs,and 


fo2 vs to be powꝛed out p hart blod of Ze⸗ 
ſas Chꝛiſt thy onely ſon our ſauiour, no os 
ther meanes being, whereby we could be 


laued: Haſt thou not by thy holy ſpirit 


20Ught faith in our hartes to bel&ue by 

him, and fo? him to be iuſtiſied befoꝛe ther: 

| Halt thou not in ſome meaſure begon os 
| deat 
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death of ſin in vs, t wꝛought our ſactificas 
tion, Iniop we not y benefits of thy wozd? 
The fredome of conſctence,great peace Fx 
plentie in outward things, with many and 
infinit benefits moe, waking 4 flceping af 
home & abꝛoad, in dur ſelues t our frieds? 
Fo2 all which, O god Loꝛd, what doe wee? 
Are we thankfull vnto the foz them: Doe 
we often think of them, c labour to know - 
ther and to ſerue thee with a perfec hart, 
t a willing minde fo2 them: No, no, deere 
God, we doe not, we doe not as we ought 
to doe. But with pleaſure oz p2ofit, with 
vanitie oꝛ ſelfeloue, we are taried awape, 
ſpend our dates in iniquit ie, careleſſe vn⸗ 
feeling of our ſinne , ther is no godneſle 
tnvs:yet is ther mercie with thee, O Loꝛd 
and pardon to repentance, Wherefoze we 
_ alhere meete together at this time befoꝛe 
thy maieſtie, humbly confelſing our wats, 
molt intirelp beſeech thee foꝛ Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
his ſake to haue mercie vppon vs: haue 
mercie vpon vs, moſt mercifull Father x 
foꝛgiue vs all that is paſt, ſtrengthen vs 
hercafter, that dayly both in bodie k ſoule, 
we may gloꝛiſie thee moꝛe than wee haue 
done , Lerlding thankes daplie fo — 
ene⸗ 
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benefites , and ftrining in holinelle and f 
righteouſneſle all the dapes of our life. 
But becauſe wer cannot but offende and 


fall diners waies, god Lozde, foꝛ thy mer⸗ 
lie lake pearce our hartes with a feeling 


of the ſame, and neuer ſuffer vs to goe on 
with dull and deade Soules , not ſecing 
oꝛ ſighing foꝛ our offences. As a ſpeciall 
meanes to keepe vs in obedience beefoze 
ther, O dere father, woꝛke in vs a cotmu- 


all, and an effectuall remembzance , that 
wee thall not alwapes liue here in the 
obe ok this wꝛetched wozld , that doth 


ſo pleaſe vs now, but that a daye will 


come, when the trumpe ſhall ſounde , the 
deade ſhall ariſe,and all we ſhall appeare 


beefoze thy tribunall ſeate of iudgement, 


there to receiue actoꝛding to our dedcs 
without reſpect of perlons. D god Lo2d 
giue vs a remembꝛance, and a feeling of 


the vnſpeakeable comfo2t , and efernall 
weight of glozte , which in that day ſhall 


be giuen vnto vs, if in this life wee ſerue | 
and pleaſe thee . And contrariwile euen 


terriſie our conſciences and lette vs as it 
were ſer berfoze our faces, the dꝛeadfull 
iudgementes and the feareful toꝛments, 

that 


vs readie fo2-thee , that when the houre 
commeth,we may neither feare,no2 fainf 
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that boch in bodie and ſoule they wall be 
ſure to haue foꝛ euer moꝛe in the pitte ol 
hell, which in this like do not ſerue + pleaſe 
ther, but follow their owne fancies + wick⸗ 
ed delights. Giue vs an hatred of ſinne, E a 
true lone of righteouſnes. Bleſſe thy woꝛd 
euermoꝛe with fruit vnto our ſoules whe 
we doe heare it, giue vs a deſire to heare 
it often. Remoue,D Lo2d,in thy god time, 


uch hinderances of the fruit therof,as are 


among vs, giue it ful courſe, ſend fozth 


labourers into thy harueſt, which not foz 


filthie lucre & gaine, but of loue & zeale to 
the and thy people may pꝛeach thy woꝛde 
ſincerelp. Bleſſe vs O Loꝛd from all hypo- 


triſie, gloſing and halting befoze ther. And 


becauſe we litle know how ſone thou ſhalt 
ſende this pampered fleſhe of ours fo the 
woꝛzmes, ſtop our bꝛeath and cal away fo: 
our ſoules to come vnto thee, whether this 
day oꝛ no befoze p euening, bleſſed father, 
fo2 Jeſus Chailt his ſake, pꝛepare i make 


in faith,but iopfullp, without any ſkrikes 


and cries of deſperation, and of a troubled 


and * tonſcience, palle awaye in full 
Uh . 2... # ans 
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hope and aſſurante, that all our ſinnes are 
wiped away in the blod of Jeſus Chulk, 
and we to the in him ſo reconciled , that 
life fo2 eu2rmoze ts certaine vnfo vs. Laſt 
of all god Father with moſt humble and 
hartie thankes fo2 thy godnelle to vs this 


night let thy mercifull eye loke vpon vs 


this daye, and ſo krepe vs bodie and ſoule, 
that being occupied in our ſeueral callings 
we may be ſafe by thee from all our ene⸗ 


ſhall pleaſe thy gratious godneſſe. Theſe 
things O Lo2d,x whatſoeuer elſe we haue 
neede of, graunt vs, fo2 Chꝛiſt his ſake, in 
whole name we al ke the,ſaping,as he bath 
taught vs: 


Otws be thy name, thy kingdome 


tome, thy wil be done in earth as it is 


in heauen, giue vs this day our daily bꝛead, 


E foꝛgiue vs our treſpaſſes,as we foꝛgiue 


the v treſpas againſt vs,+ leade vs not in⸗ 
to tẽptation, but deliuer vs frõ euil, Amen. 
Aet thy might ie hand and out ſtretched 


aͤrme O L oꝛd be ſtil our defente, thy mer⸗ 


cte and louing kindeneſſe in Jeſus Chꝛiſt 


dur aluafton,thy frue and holy woꝛd our 


in⸗ 


mies t lite to the, oꝛ die to thee, as it beſt. 


U Father which art in heauen, ha⸗ 


4 
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inſtruction, thy grace and holy ſpirit our 


comfoꝛt and cõſolation vnto the ende, and 


in the ende. Amen. 
The Loꝛd bleſſe vs r cane vs, the Lo2d 


make his face to ſhine vppon vs + be mer⸗ 


ciful vnto vs, the Lo2d turne his fauoura⸗ 
ble countenance foward vs, and this daye 
and euer moze vouchſale fo ſende vs his 


peace, Amen. 


The bleſſing of God almightie, the Fas 


ther, the Donne, and the holy Gholt, be a⸗ 


mongſt vs and remaine with vs both now 
and 8 euer, Amen. 


A n other fir the fame 


at night. 


2 Jmmozfall GD D creatoꝛ of 


=. 
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8 all creatures feare and trem⸗ 
ble, were it not that thou haſt 
commaunded vs , neuer durſt 
we appeare befoꝛe thee, ſo coꝛrupt is our 


nature, and ſo manp are our ſinnes. 
A. ii. But 
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But god Lo2de thou doeſt bid, and there⸗ 
 foze we obey : thou doeſt call, and therfoꝛe 
we come, giue bs ſpirits to pꝛay artght. 
Firſt then here mette together deere Fas 
ther, we pelde thy maieſtie moſt humble 4 
hartie thanks, foz all p mercies that cuer 
thou haſt beſfowed vppon vs, in bodie oz 
minde, in our ſelues oz in ours, pꝛiuate oz 
common, tempoꝛall oz eternall.Manp and 
maruelous haue they bene, x ſtul are vpon 
vs, yea euen god Lo2d paſt finding out. 
This day what thou haſt don foz vs, whch 
of vs knoweth o2 1s able to expꝛeſſe? Fa- 
ther of heauen foꝛgiue vs that we cannot 
acknowledge them oz pꝛaiſe thee fo2 them 
as we ought, and quicken vs in this dutie 
mo2e and moꝛe. Pardon and foꝛg iue vs 
whatſoeuer we haue offended thee withall 
this dap, oꝛ euer befoꝛe, either in thought, 
woꝛd, oꝛ deede,yea euen our ſccret ſinnes, 
fuch as we haue committed and know not 
of, remitte them vnto vs fo2 Chꝛiſts ſake, 
Change vs O Lo2d, and we ſhalbe chan⸗ 
ged. Create in vs cleane harts, and renew 
a right ſpirit within vs. Bꝛeake 5 ſtregth 
of ſinne, p would ſubdue vs, moze & moꝛe. 
And D merciful father ſo frame thele harts 


of 


iniop all p world, x all the pleaſures ther- 


we here mette together at this time, alle 
euerp one of vs ſhall moſt aſſuredly ſtand 
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of ours within vs, that we may moze des 
light to line accoꝛding to thy will, than to 


in. Laie it often god Lo2d befoze our cies 
by thy remembꝛing ſpirit, p thou haſt not 


bꝛeathed the bzeath of life into vs, that we 


ſhould line as we liſt, but that in holinelle 
t righteouſneſle we ſhold walk befo2e then 
all our daies. Late if befoze vs O Lozd, 
that the time will come when the trumpe 
hall ſound, the dead ſhal riſe, and we, euen 


befoze thy iudgement ſeate with naked 
harts, with open £4 vnfoulded conſciences, 
there to giue an accompt how we haue ſo 
done. Jn which dap, O the top, O the ends 
leſſe toy that they ſhal haue, who wayning 
themſelues from p gliſtering ſhew of this 


wꝛetched wozld,in hart, and trueth, haue 


ſought + ſerued ther. Come, come, ye bleſſed 
of my father, to their comfoꝛt ſhall they 
heare, and poſſeſſe the kingdome prepa- 
red for you But woe, woe, to all careleſſe 
liners in 5 fierie day, they ſhal dꝛinke the 
wine of the wꝛath of God, be toꝛmẽted in 
fire e bzunltone befoze * holy — 
; u. 5 
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befo2e the lambe , they ſhall haue no reſt. 
day no2 night, and the ſnioke of their toꝛ⸗ 
ment ſhall aſcend foꝛ euer moze. Father of 
Yeauen haue mercie vppon vs, knit theſe 
harts of ours falt vnto thee, t now, while 
wer haue time, giue vs grace rightly to 
think of theſe things. O cofinue thy woꝛd 
of truth amongſt vs euer to our comfozt. 
Let the ſ&de thereof now ſowen in our 
pharts, take ſuch deepe rote, that neither 5 
burning heate of perſecution cauſe it to 
wither,noz y thoꝛnie cares of this wo2ld, 
riches, 02 voluptuous lung choke it, but 
as ſe&de ſowen in god ground, it may bꝛing 
fo2th fruit accoꝛding to thy pleaſure. O fa⸗ 
ther giue grace y when we heare, oꝛ finde 
by thy woꝛde any ſinne that is in vs tou- 
ch:d,we may ſtriue and ſtudie without de- 


"| lay willingly to refo2me it. Keepe vs god 


God yp we neuer ſwarue fo2 the feare of 
man from our owne true knowledge, be- 
comming ſeruers of time, and deniers of 

thee. Keepe vs from all hardneſle of hart, 

contempt of thy woꝛd, and from all diſlem⸗ 

bling of ſinceritie, increaſe true loue a⸗ 
mongſt vs mo2e and moꝛe, ſtay our headie 

| Aan t wicked affections moꝛe t moꝛe. 
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And euer p way god Lozd renew vs fo thy 


liking. Bleſſe thy whole Church D GOD 
with graces neceſſarte , this parcell of if 
our natiue land and count rp, deere father 
bleſſe it ſtill with cotinuance of thy truth. 
Leſſen in it dayly the number of blinde & 
wilful Papiſts, pꝛophane Atheiſts, and in⸗ 
treaſe the number of thy true childꝛen. O 
pꝛeſle vs not dere God with the weight ok 
our ingratitude, whoſe liues knowiedge 
anſ were not the daies that we haue had: 
wozke with vs hence foꝛz ward foꝛ thy mer- 
cle ſake. ꝛeſerue vnto vs long a lite god 
Loꝛde our gracious P2ince t gouernour, 
multiply thy ſpirit vpon her, that ſtil moꝛe 
and moze ſhe may ſerke and ſet out, kerpe 
and mainfaine p which pleaſeth ther. Giue 
to her honoꝛable counſell graces neceſſary 
loꝛ ſo high a calling. Bleſe al other nobles, 
maieſtrates,⁊ v whole bodie of this realm, 
with true harts to ther, x this coũt ry. In⸗ 
creaſe in Iſrael nũber of true watchmen, 


whoſe harts may ſ&ke ther, ⁊ thy people, g 


not their owne gloꝛie oꝛ cõmoditie. Bꝛing 
to thy fould by them ſuch wandꝛing rem⸗ 
nauntes as are thyne , and O Loꝛde be 
gratious to our kinred and kriendes in 

A- ii. the 
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the fleſh, lighten their harts with 9 ſunne 
of vnderſtanding, that they c we acknow⸗ 
ledging one truth, may gloꝛiſie thee in the 
true and conſtant pꝛofeſſion of the ſame 
all the dates of our life. Comfoꝛt O Chꝛiſt 
thy afflicted members whereſoeuer oꝛ how 


ſoeuer troubled, and graunt vs peace, if if 


be thy pleaſur e, in our daies. Finally be⸗ 
cauſe the night is now vpon vs, c we rea⸗ 
die to take our reit, let the bedde O Lo2d 
ffrike into our hearts that the graue is 


almoſt readie fo2 vs. Mhich of vs can tell, 


whether theſe eies of ours once cloſed vp 
ſhall euer open any mo2e againe oꝛ no: 

Loꝛd therefoze receiue vs into thy hands: 
we all here now commend our ſelues,bo- 


die and ſoule we bequeath vnto thee, keepe 


vs this night and enermoze readie fo2 
the, when thou ſhalt call ſoꝛ vs. 
Heare vs O Lozd, O God 
and father mercifull 
in theſe our peti⸗ 
bons 
foz thy ſonne Chꝛiſt Jeſus ſake our 
Sauiour, in whoſe name we 
all together begge theſe 
mercies ſaping, 


daplie bꝛead, and fo2gtue vs our treſpaſſes 


thy grace and holy ſpirit our coinfozt and 


rable countenance toward vs, and lend vs 


* 
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Dur Father which art in heauen, 
halowed be thy name,thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done in earth as 
it is in heauen, giue vs this day our 


as we foꝛgiue them that treſpaſſe againſt 
vs, and leade vs not into temptation, but 
deliuer vs from euill. Amen. 
Let thy mightie hand and outſtretched 
arme be ſtill our defence, thy mercie c lo⸗ 
uing kindneſſe in Jeſus Chꝛiſt our laluati⸗ 
on, thy true t holy woꝛd our inſtruction, 


conſolation,vnto the ende and in the ende. 

The Lo2d bleſſe vs & ſaue vs, the Loꝛd 
make his face to ſhine vpon vs, & be mer⸗ 
cifull vnto vs. The Lo2d turne his fauou⸗ 


euer his peace, Amen. 
The grace of our Lo2de Jeſus Chain, 


the loue of God the Father, the moſt com⸗ 


koꝛtable fellowſhip of the holy Gholt, 
be with vs all, bleſſe vs + keepe 
vs this night x fo2 euer⸗ 
moꝛe, Amen. 


. A. b. The 


The concluſion; 


ERS 
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The concluſion of this 

booke, conteining an cxhortation | 

to all eſtates, to prepare them- | 
ſelues to dye well, leaſt the vncer- 


teine houre of death take 
them at vna- 


Wares. 
This == Urthermoze my b2cthzen and 
booke ro [I F529 friendes , it reſteth that this 
betete, baue be not in your hands, but 


in our in vour harts, and that if wer 
handes. pbhaue any. will to amend our 
Not to lities, that the ſame be not put of vntill 
deferte a. fo moꝛrow, ſoꝛ when to mozrow ſhall bee 
mendmẽt come, wee pet deferre it vntill the dave. 
of life. following, and fo conſequently wer ſhall 
5 tap vntill the peeres ende, yea euen vn⸗ 
till our liues ende. 
It then at this pꝛeſent tyme there be 
ſome lit le god affection in vs, lette vs not 
quench it, noꝛ kill that grace which the 
\ Lozde giueth vs, but confrarie wiſe 3 5 
a p 
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all meanes poſſible , lette vs endeuour fo 
doe ſo that from tyme to tyme the ſame 
bee not onelie confirmed, but alſo increa- 


ſed in bs. 


. GDD is merciful! and liberal mongb To pray 
fo graunt our requeſtes, but he will bg olten _ 
impoꝛtuned and earneſtlie called vppan,. 
not foꝛ his owne ſake, but foꝛ ours, fo2 
he knoweth how flow and backewardes 
we are to pꝛape and call vppon him, and 


how ſone wer are wearie, although there 


be nothing in this woꝛlde that ought to 
be moze acceptable vnto vs, foꝛ it is not 
a ſmall thinge to ſpeake vnto GD. 
_ that which ought pet to ſtirre vs vp God wil- 
mo2e therevnto, is, that ye willinglie lingly hea. © 
heareth vs, and neuer putteth awaye r«th v5, 
thoſe that come vnto him with a true 
heart. 
This J fave beecauſe J [ce not that by _ 
any other better meanes we maye pꝛe⸗ 
uent our confuſion then by our pꝛapers 


and ſupplications to God, 


Truelie ik euer anie men had neede This olde 


of this helpe, wee haue myſt nerde there- 22 ot — 
ol nowe in thele laſte tymes and olde age dme 


n "<quireth 


of the ann; foz no doubt but Sathan prayer. 


now 


oy OE 
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now ſefteth abzoch all his weapons, ſing 
the tune ap2oach that he cannot doe that 
he hath done heretofo2e,and that the ſonne 


do GOD mult be manifeſted to all crea⸗ 


Wicked 
ſecuritie 


dägerous. 


fures, and that then muſt be the perfecti⸗ 
on of the faithfull , and the ende of theyz 
felicifie , whereof he knoweth right well 
that he ſhall haue no part. 

If then fo2 his part he doe his brter⸗ 
molt , it reſteth that we doe the like and 
be allo defended with all the heauenly ar⸗ 
mour , and that we be not terriſied with 
all theſe pzactiſes and fletghtes,fo2 truely 
the victozp is in our handes , if ſo be that 
we fight againlt him, and not fo2 him, as 
almoſt all the wozld doth at this dape, al⸗ 


though it ſeeme contrarie to the greater 
part, foꝛ, ſo that they be called Chꝛiſtians, 


and be without repꝛoch befoze men, who 
are no better then they, it ſeemeth vnto 
them that they are moſt aſſured, 

Other thinke that there nedeth but 
one god ſigh,as they ſay,at the laſt houre 
to blot out all their life paſt, and to car⸗ 
rie them ſtraight to the kingdome of hea⸗ 
uen: But who can aſſure them that God 
will guy them grace ſo to ſigh and fo re⸗ 


4 
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pent truely of their ſinnes at the houre of 
their death? From whence haue they ſuch 
awd aſſurice not to die of a ſodaine death? 
35 not this plainely to mocke GD: If 
that might take place truelie Peter and 
Paule with the other Apoſtles ſhould haue 
bene deceiued in traueling and taking ſuch 
paines to beare ſo heauie a croſſe if it wer 
ſo eaſie to enter into the kingedome of 
Heauen, J meane ſo as theſe Libertines 
doe pꝛetend. 
Auet vs be ſure that the way is nar⸗ 
row wbich leadeth to ſaluation and that 
there are fewe that walke therein. Theſe 
wozds are not lyes, but A pzay God that Cocemer- 
we pꝛoue not the truth to our great grief, t 
J know that the mercie of GDD is ins args his 
comp2chenſible and infimte , but that is ſeruants. 
towardes his ſeruants & thoſe that fears 
and reuerence him, 
Furthermoꝛe J know right well that 
amonglt the childzen and ſeruauntes of 
G O D there are many inſirmities, pea The diffe- 
a molt great unperfection/in all Uerfue rence be- 
and righteouſneſle, which remaineth vn- **<2a:be 
till death, but there is difference betwene 0 * 
your lefe, O you woꝛldlinges, and that 9 o 
0 
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of the childzen of God, ' 
The righteous ſinneth ſeuen tymes a 
daye,but he is lift vp ſeuen tunes againe, 
But vou remaine in pour ſinnes and dwel 
there-with as with your freend and com⸗ 
pamion , A manne may well ſaye a Con- 
fiteor , knocke himſelfe on his bꝛeaſt, o2 
haue ſome ariefe at his finne , but if wee 
loke nere vnfo the matter, wee ſhall 
fpnde it is nothinge but mocker ie and hy⸗ 
pocriſie. 

If our kreende o2 kinſmanne dye: if 
wer loſe our gods, if one doe vs anie 
iniurie: It one llaunder our god name, 
Ik we ber beaten, butfeted, 02 hurte, 
beholbe wee are ſtraight in choller, oz 
in extreame ſadneſle, our heart is ſhut 
vppe with melancholie. But if our Spi⸗ 
rit dye 02 that wee loſe the heauenlyp ri⸗ 
ches by our finnes and tranlgreſſions: 
wer make no account: we are not trou⸗ 
bled: wee areeue moꝛe at the loſſe of this 
woꝛlde which is nothinge , then at the 
ky — of GO D him elfe who is all in 
a . | 
In ing all this, cannot ſuch people 
vet feele theyꝛ owne griefe: Can n ow 
no 
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know how vaine and foliſh the opinion 
which they had of theyꝛ owne vertue and 
honeſtie is? Can they not ſ& how farre 
they are from their reckoning ? Zroely 
all the world is full of ſuch people, who 
haue no ſence o2 feeling of they? euills, 
but the Pꝛopheſies muſt be accompliſhed 


to the ende that when the ſonne of man 


ſhall come he may ſcarſe finde any faith 
bpon the earth, 

Truelp this houre commeth on a pace, 
the ſights are all mamfeſt but to the ende 
we may not be amaſed ſeeing ſuch a diſo2- The Lord 
der come about vs, let vs be ſure,that the vilbewith 
Loꝛd will be with vs vntil the ende of the nt 7 


ende if 
wosꝛld, if fo be our Lampes be bur ning, * id 


and that in ſf&de of the daplie empatr ing cncreaſs 
of the wicked, we labour and fake paines in holines 


to growe and increaſe in righteouſneſſe HI "= 
and holynefſe . J know that thep will 


mocke at vs and af onr ſimplicitie, and 
that they will caſt vs out of their compa⸗ 


nies but we ſhalbe eralted of God, and re⸗ 


ceiued into the aſſemblie of the bleſſed. 
Wherefo2e lette vs with all pattence 


waite fo2 the comming of our Loꝛde Jes 


lus Chꝛiſt, æ let vs labour that we may be 
* 
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They wait found of him without ſpotte and blame⸗ 
tor) Lord jeſſe . Surely that day ought to be feare⸗ 
wi kull to the wicked , but of vs it ſhould be 

* moſt deſired, knowing alluredly that ther 

is no condemnation to thoſe which are in 
Jeiſus Chꝛiſt and his great kindeneſle 

" & meekeneſle when he commeth 

to make vs line with him 
"4 foz ener. Amen. 


Ar London | 
Printed by Thomas Eſte 
for Thomas Chard, 

| 1590. 


